Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 



i, Google 



I 




1 



oogle 



i, Google 



i, Google 




,1,1.0, Google 



i, Google 



SOUTH AUSTRALIA 



MINES, 



HISTORICAL SKETCH OF THE COLONY, 



UNDEB ira SEVERAL ADMINISTRATIONS, 



THE PERIOD OP CAPTAIN GREY'S DEPARTURE. 



FKANCIS DUTTON. 



LONDON: 
T. AND W. BOONE, NEW BOND STREET. 

tS'lG. 



-^ Dijiiiieo, Google 



,1,1.0, GoQgle 



HON. CAPTAIN STURT, 



RIOmtjlK OBMUUL, ETC, 



My DEAR Captain Stdrt, 

In dedicating this volume to you, I trust you 
will, in the goodness of your heart, overlook the 
insignificance of the offering, and accept it as a 
proof of the esteem and admiration for your cha- 
racter, which is felt for you by every Colonist of 
South Australia, as well as by 

Yours sincerely, 
THE AUTHOR. 
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PREFACE. 



The great interest latterly excited, and the 
attention, now very generally drawn, to the highly 
proBperous and flourishing colony of South Aus- 
tralia, added to the absence of any recently pub- 
lished general information r^arding it, induced 
me to devote the past winter to the compilation of 
this volume. 

In acknowledging its many imperfections of 
style or language, I beg to claim the indulgent 
consideration of the reader ; my object has been 
rather to give a plain matter-of-fact description 
of the present state of the colony, than to aim at 
any literary merit ; and I have striven to fuI61 the 
maxim of Saussure, " qu'on" pwut fetre utile, sana 
atteindre a lu perfection." 

Loser Brook Street, 
Eaater, 1846. 
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HISTOKICAL SKETCH. 



THX EARLY HISTORY, Vr TO THB PERIOD OF 
COLONRI. GATLER's RECALL. 

In the early part of the year 1830, two boats, 
with a small band of adventurous spirits, were fol- 
lowing the devious course of the River Murray, in 
New South Wales, hitherto unexplored ; this expe- 
dition was headed by the gallant Captain Sturt, so 
appropriately termed " the father of Australian ex- 
ploration" — passing safely through hostile bands of 
armed natives, who crowded the banks of the river, 
escaping the hidden dangers of sandspits and sunken 
trees, they traced the whole length of this lai^ 
river for more than a thousand miles, to where it 
expands into the magnificent Lake Victoria, on the 
south coast of Australia, and thence into the sea. 

Hitherto, the whole of that part of the country 
on the south coast of New Holland or Australia, 
lying between Cape Jervis and Cape Howe, was 
known only by the vague information obtained from 
navigators — who being principally occupied in sur- 
veying the shores, had no opportunity of ascertain- 
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iDg the nature of the country iDland. So late as 
1822, Capt. Philip Parker King. R.N., gravely 
stated before the Philosophical Society of New South 
Wales, that "the south coast of Australia is barren, 
^d in every respect useless and nnfavourable for 
colonization." 

Now it unfortunately happens for this sweeping 
assertion, but fortunately) for the many thousands 
of human beings now located there, that this same 
south coast of Australia, is not alone the best por- 
tion of the whole continent, hut also perhaps unsur- 
passed by any land in the world — and it has always 
been a matter of surprise to those, who have had an 
opportunity of witnessing the rapid growth of the 
Port Phillip and South Australian settlements, that 
these fine districts should have so long remained 
unknown and uninhabited. As far as South Aus- 
tralia is conconed, this is however not to be re- 
gretted, for we have thereby escaped the tunt of 
convictiam, our greatest pride being that onrs is, 
and always will remain, a free colony. 

Captain Sturt's surveys of the country through 
which the lower part of the Murray flows, were very 
limited, owing to his having unfortunately lost by 
accident a portion of his provisions, thus obliging 
him to hurry upon his far more arduous and difficult 
retnm up the river, and against the cnrrent.* 

* Colonel Napier say§, in reference to CKptftin Start's ^plont- 
don :— " It ia impouiUe to read the account of Captain Start's 
expeditioQ down the Unrray vithont filing mach admiration 
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In his report to the Governor he said : " Cursory 
" as my glance vas, I could not but think I was 

for our coantryman, and his companions ; tIioi caadng them- 
Mlvea npOD a. great riTer, with little beside* their conrage to 
saataia their efforts, alloved the atream to bear them, reckleas, 
and resolved, into the heart of the desert : an intrepid enter- 
prise I nnanimated by the glory of battle, yet accompanied by 
the hardabipB of a campaign — Tithont splendonr, and without 
reward. This little band of nndaunted men well knew that 
aiETere triab awaited their bold adventure : perils tiom men, and 
from water, and from st&rTatioD ; and, if they fell amidst these 
dangers, no fame would attend their memory; their conrage 
wonld be unheard of} and their death only monmed by a few 
friends I Nor was the fortitude, with which they extricated 
themMlvea from the dangers of the desert, less to he admired, 
than the boldness with which tbey entered these wilds. It ia 
not easy to express the anxiety with which we read of the deter- 
mination taken by Start, to retrace bis steps, and retnm by the 
sources of the Morrsy. and the Morumbidgee. A thousand 
■lilea had he floated down these riTers, encompaseed by many 
dangcfs: he had, at last, reached the sea, with the strength, and 
the proTidoDS, of his party nearly exhanated ; they were also 
suiTOtukded by tribes, threatening hostility. In this fearful 
crisis Captain Sturt formed the hazardous resolution to remonnt 
the river ; to repass thonsands of the natives, who had, certainly, 
exhibited much kindness of nature ; but, also, on various occs- 
«ions, such promptitude for war, as to preclude all confidence in 
their friendship : they might repent of their former hospitality, 
^d seize the returning ojj^rtunity, to destroy the adventuroua 
strangers I If to deteend with the current, was an enterprise of 
difficulty ; what most have been the labour of ateending t It 
was descended in the full enjoyment of physical strength, and 
ample snpplies of food : it was ascended with the increased 
difficulty of an opposing current, under severe privations, and 
B 2 
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" leaving' behind me the fiillest reward of our toil, 
" in a country that would ultimately render our 
" discoveries valuable. 

" . . . . Hurried as my 

" view of it was, my eye never fell on a country 
'• of more promising aspect, or of more favourable 
" position, than that which occupies the space 
" between the Lake and the ranges of St. Vincent's 
*' Gulph, and continuing northerly, stretches away 
•' without any visible boundary." Captain Start then 
proceeds to recommend a further examination of the 
coast, from Encounter Bay up St. Vincent's Gulph, 
and he ventured to predict, " that a closer survey 
" of the interjacent country would be attended 
" with the most beneficial results." 

General Sir Ralph Darling without hesitation 
acted upon this recommendation, and determined 
to avail himself of the services of Captain Barker, 
39th Regiment, who, being about to be recalled 
from King George's Sound, was ordered to proceed 

vith exhausted mnacnlar powen. The aafieriDga irhich these 
men experienced, produced temporary insaDity ia one of them, 
and blindneBs in Captain Sturt himself 1 Eighty-eight daya of 
inceuant exertion were expended in the execntion of thia ardn- 
ooa, and Bnccesafiil achievement. 

" I am fully consciona that no words of mine can be of any 
service to these intrepid explorers ; bat it gratifies my own 
feelings, to express the admiradon that I entertain for thdr 
conduct, and to spread the record of their names, in the small 
drcle of my readers."— (7o2<muaHon ; parlicvlarly in Soutkem 
Atutralia: by Major-Oeneral Sir CkarUt Jama NapUr. 
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to St. ViDcent's Gulph, to satisfy himself as to the 
correctness of Captain Start's views. 

Captain Barker arrived in the Gulph in April, 
1831, and was engaged in exploring the country as 
far as Lake Victoria, when he was unfortunately 
killed by the natives. One of the finest districts in 
South Australia, with the mountain which occupies 
so prominent a situation in it, is named after Captain 
Barker, thus perpetuating the name of its amiable 
and unfortunate explorer.* 

Although the result of this last disastrous under- 
taking was not productive of much additional infor- 
mation, the views taken by Captain Sturt were fully 
corroborated by the report of Mr. Kent, who formed 
one of Captain Barker's party. Mr. Kent stated : 
" that the soil was rich, there was abundance of the 
*' finest pasturage, no lack of fresh water, and that 
'* it was a spot in whose valleys the exile might 
" hope to build for himself and for his &mily a 
" peacefiil and prosperous retreat." 

* " Captain Barker wu in diapoution, ta he vaa in the oIom 
of hia life, in many reapecta limilar to Captain Cook. Hild, 
affable, and attentive, he had the eateem and r^aid of enry 
companion, and the reapect of every one under him. Zeolona 
in the diachatge of his pnblic dnties, honoorable and joat in 
private life ; a lover and a follower of science ; indefatigable 
and danntleH in hia ponnita ; a iteady friend, an entertaining 
companion j charitable, kind*hearted, diaintereated, and sincere 
— the task ia equally difficult to find adequate expreaaionB of 
praise or of regret. In him the king lost one itf hie most va- 
luable oScera, and hia regiment one of ita moat efficient mem* 
htn:'—8iurCs Expeditiont, ToL 2. p. 243. ' 
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- For some years previoas to this period, much 
attention had been devoted to the subject of rescuing 
some portion of the Australian Continent from the 
inundation of felons, relentlessly poured into other 
parts of it by the mother country, by establishing 
new settlements formed only of free emigrants. The 
first experiment was made in 1828, on the west 
coast, by founding the colony of Swan River, or as 
it is more generally known, Western Australia; 
but having been injudiciously planned, so were, 
and Still are, the consequences, fiiU of disaster and 
disappointment to those who embarked their for- 
tunes in that Colony. The land was almost given to 
all who chose to ask for it, every one was, or wanted 
to be master, nobody would be servant ; — without 
unity of purpose, the population spread itself over 
the country, and up to the present day, drags on 
a precarious existence — every one who can, emi- 
grating to the more fortunate sister colony, and in 
spite of many excellent natural qualities, added to a 
yery fiivourable geographical situation. Swan River 
will probably remain for many years the abode of 
only a dozen or so of Qovemment officials, and a 
handful of inhabitants. 

The result of Captain Sturt's explorations, con- 
firmed as his reports were subsequently, again re- 
vived the interest already felt in England to form 
free settlements in Australia. Here, then, was a 
new field opened to try another experiment ; a por- 
tion of country, sufficiently extended in its limits. 
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to hold a lai^ population, possessing all requisites 
of good soil, plenty of water, and a most genial 
climate, nothing was wanted but to gaaxd against 
felling into those errors which had been productiTe 
of so much disaster in the Swan River settlement. 

In 1831, the first committee was formed to carry 
out this new plan, but was again broken up, with- 
out, however, abandoning it. It was remodelled 
in 1834, and composed of thirty-two influential 
gentlemen,* under the Chairmanship of W. Wool- 
lyche Whitmore, Esq. M. P., who has ever since 
continued to take the same unabated interest in the 
progress of the colony. 

A new colonization-theory had about this time 

* A. Beaaderk, Esq. M.P. George Grate, Bwi. M.P. 

Abraham Boiredule, Esq. Beiij. Hawes, Esq. M.P. 

Charles Buller, Esq. M.P. 3. H. H&wkins, Esq. M.P, 

H. L. Bolwer, Esq. M.P. Ro\rl&nd HiU, Esq. 

J. W. Childera, Esq. M.P. Matthew D. HiU, Esq. M.P. 

ViUiam CUy, Esq. M.P. Wimsm Hntt, Esq. M.P. 

Bailees Currie, Esq. John Melville, Esq. 

William Gowan, Esq. Colonel Torrens, M.P. 

Samnel Mills, Esq. Daniel Wakefield, jnn. Esq. 

SirW.MoIeeworth, Bart. M.P. Henry Warbnrton, Esq. M.P. 
Jaeob MoDtefiore, Esq. Henry 6. Ward, Esq. M.P. 

George Warde Norman, Esq. John 'MTilkes, Esq. M.P. 
G. Foulett Scrope, Esq. M.P. Joseph Wilson, Esq. M.P. 
Dr. Sonthvood Smith. John Ashton Tates, Esq. 

Edward Stratt, Esq. M.P. 

Treaanrer — George Grate, Esq. M.P. 

Solictor— Joseph Parkes^ Esq. 

Honorajry Secretary — Bobert Qoag^, Eiq. 



ioy Google 



8 HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

been broached, and its merits much canvasaed by 

different writers. The originator of this scheme 
was Mr. Edward Gibbon Wakefield, after whom it 
has been called, " Wakefield's Self-Supporting 
System." The peculiar principles upon which it is 
founded, are based on the theory, that land, without 
labour, is valueless ; it proposes, therefore, to create 
a revenue by the sale of the waste and unappro- 
priated lands of the province ; to employ the whole 
of the revenue thus created, as an emigration fund, 
and to fix the price of waste land sufficiently high, 
to ensure a constant supply of labour for its culti- 
vation. A writer on this subject states : — " The 
" grand object of the improved system, in the dis- 
" poaal of waste lands, was to regulate it in a 
" way so as not to have it too cheap or too dear ; 
*' and it was soon understood, that the due propor- 
" tion between people and land might be constantly 
" secured, by abandoning altogether the system of 
'* grants, and requiring an uniform price per acre 
" for all new land without exception. If the price 
' be not too low, it deters speculators from obtaining 
" land with a view of leaving their property in a 
" desert state, and thus prevents injurious disper- 
" sion ; it also, by compelling every labourer to 
" work for wages, until he has saved the only means 
" of obtaining land, insures a supply of labour for 
" hire. If, on the other hand, the price be not too 
" high, it neither confines the settlers, within a 
" space inconveniently narrow, nor does it prevent 
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" the thrifty laboarer from becoming a landowner 
'* after working some time for wages." 

The South Australian landowner was therefore 
not supposed to be paying for the land, but for the 
means of making that land productive, viz. labour. 

That this tystem was a sound one, and worked 
successfully, is now not a matter of doubt, but of 
historical record — but it is equally certain that its 
early operations were fraught with difficulty and 
trial. Difficulties there were in abundance — and 
&ults not a few ; — taking into consideration the fal- 
libility of all human endeavours, this is not to be 
wondered at — but whatever faults there were in the 
machinery, upon which the sucoesaful developement 
of the plan rested, there were none in the principles 
themselves. These have been put to a test, severe 
beyond any example in this world; had they not been 
sound, they must have ^ven way under them ; for a 
time, the errors committed by the " powers that be," 
retarded the progress of the Colony, but no sooner 
were its financial difficulties overcome and placed 
on a sound basis by an able Governor, no sooner 
were the resources of the Colony brought into ope- 
ration by the vigorous and energetic industry of its 
free inhabitants, than South Australia became, not 
alone a self-supporting, but a debt-paying Colony. 

Those very difficulties now happily long since 
overcome, and administrative errors, committed by 
persons, who no one doubts had the best interests of 
the Colony at heart, and wished it well, may serve 
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as guiding beacons for future years, and prevent their 
recurrence. 

For more than three years did the gentlemen 
composing the Soutib Australian Association labour 
assiduously to effect their object— keeping in view 
the essential principle of the Colony, that the lands 
should be disposed of according to a prescribed and 
undeviating system, they proposed as the surest 
means of effecting it, that the administration of the 
gCiTemment, and the disposal of the public land, 
should not be placed in separate hands, but should 
be vested in one and the same incorporate body ex- 
ercising sovereign power, by delegation from the 
Crown. This proposition, not being in consonance 
with modem usage, although some of the first Bri- 
tish colonies formed in America were cited as pre- 
cedents, was refused. 

The British Government was doubtless right in 
refusing it, but it ought not to have stopped here ; 
iiaving once admitted the principle, and deemed it 
expedient that its practical applicability should be 
tested by actual experiment, it should not have been 
lefit to the doubtful fate of a half-supported measure. 
With ill-judged and cheese-paring economy they 
deemed it necessary, at first starting, to cl(^ that 
experiment with conditions which entailed from the 
-first a heavy debt on the colony ; the ministry might 
have known then, what they afterwards were com- 
pelled to admit, that they were virtually responsible 
for any mismanagement which might occur in a 
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pnrnnee, which although it formed, by virtue of an 
Act of Parliament, an integral portion of the British 
empire, they left to the unsatisfactory working of a 
divided authority, without positive and direct con- 
trol from themselves. 

By the persevering exertions of Messrs. Whitmore, 
Grote, Angas, Hutt, Torrens, Montefiore, Currie," 
&c &c. (whose names will always be grateiuUy re- 
membered in the colony), and aided by the friendly 
assistance in the House of Lords of his Grace the 
Duke of Wellington, whose comprehensive mind at 
once seized the importance of the measure in a poli- 
tical point of view» difficulties, which at times ap- 
peared insuperable, were overcome, and on the 15th 
of August, 1834, an Act passed the Imperial Par- 
liament, 4 and 5 William IV. c. 95, erecting South 
Australia into a British province. This Act " fixes 
" the bonndaries of the colony, provides for the ap- 
" pointment of a board of commissioners to carry 
" the Act into effect, as well as a resident commis- 
" sioner to act under them in the colony, fixes the 
" nfiinimum price of land, and ordains that the pro- 
" ceeds of such land shall be applied to the sending 
" out of free emigrants : gives commissioners powers 
" to borrow money to pay the expenses of the colony 
" as a charge on the revenue. Provides that con- 
" victB shall at no time be transported there, and that 
" whenever the population amounted to 50,000, 
" a constitution was to be granted. The Act was 
" not to be considered in force until the sum of 
" £35,000 had been raised by the sale of land. The 
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" commisaioners were further reqaired to raise 
" £20,000 by the issue of bonds to be called South 
" Australian revenue securities, and invest this sum 
" in the funds as a guarantee that the colony would 
** at no time be a charge on the mother country." 

These were hard conditions ; the money had to be 
borrowed at an enormous interest, whilst, with the 
guarantee of the government, it might have been 
done at 3^ per cent. ; in order to raise the £35,000 
by the sale of land, the first purchasers were entitled 
to receive at the minimum price for the sum of £81, 
one acre of town land and 134 acres of country land, 
which latter were called preliminary sections. It 
was on this occasion that the South Australian Com- 
pany came forward, and settled the matter, by buy- 
ing land to the amount which was required to make 
up that sum. 

Owing to these delays the Commissioners did not 
receive their appointment till May 1835, and con- 
sisted of the following gentlemen ; — 

Colonel Torrbnb, F.R.S., Chairman. 
W. A. MACKINNON, Eso. U.P. 
Jacob Hontefiork, Esq. 
W. HuTT, Eao. M.P. 
Geo. Palmer, Jun. Em. 
John Wkight, Esq. 
Geo. Fife Anoab, Gbq. 
Samtiei. Millb, Esa. 

The Commissioners published the following illus- 
tration of the new system, which is given entire, in 
order to put the reader in possession of the peculiar 
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and important advantages we possess over the other 
Australian Colonies, with regard to the tenure of our 
lands and the component parts of our population. 

1. The . characteristic fe^nre of the plan of coloniiatioD laid 
dom by the Act of Puliament is a certain meana for secariiig a 
■uffidcDt BDpply of free labour. 

2. This ia accompliahed hj requiring erery applicant for 
colonial laad, in order to entitle himielf to a grant, to pay « 
certain sum per acre to a general fond to be etoployed in car- 
rying out labonrera. 

3. The Emigration Fund thus raised is placed under the 
management of the CommiaaioDera, whose duty it ia to r^:ulate 
the rate of payment, ao as to obtain neither too large nor too 
■mall a number of laboarers, and, by the aelection of young, 
healthy persona of good character, and of both sexes in equal 
numbers, to render the fund as efficient for the purposes of the 
colony ai possible. 

4. ThiaarrangementsecnresmanyTeryimportantadTantagea: — 
Pint, having provided a anffldent supply otfree labour, the Act of 
Parliament declares that no convicti shall be aent to theaetUement, 
and thus the Colonists are protectedfiromtheenormoaaeTilavhich 
result from the immorality and profligacy unavoidable in a penal 
settlement. Secondly, as the labourera tUI be carried oat at the 
common coat of the landowners by means of the emigration fund, 
and as tfaey will be snfBdently numerons, it ia not necessary that 
they should be uufmMredto anyone. Both employers and lahomrera 
will be perfectly fne to enter into any arrangements which may 
be mutually agreed upon, a state of things whidi experience 
haa shown to be much more conduciTe to contentment and pros- 
perity than any other. 'Hiirdly, the contribntions to the emi- 
gration fund being a necessary preliminary to the acquisition of 
land, labourers taken out cost-free, before becoming landowners, 
and thus ceasing to work for others, will furnish the means of 
carrying out other lahonren to supply thdr places. This 
arrangement, the fairness of which must be obrioui to every one, 
ia really beneficial, not only to those who are landowners in the 
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-flnt instance, bot to thou nlw who may become bdcIl by a 
course of indnatrj and fragality ; for vbile it diminiahea the 
injnriona facility with which, in moat new Colooies, a penon 
with acarcely any capital caa become a petty landowner, or 
cottier, a temptation which few liave iufficient strength of mind 
to reaiet, notwithstanding the atate is one of incessant cere and 
toU, — it holds out a prospect of real independeace and comfort 
to thoae who will patiently wait the very few yeari which are 
necessary to enable any one with colonial wages to acquire suf- 
ficient capital to purchase land and become « master. Fonrthly, 
as those who will cnltJTate their land, and thus require many 
Uboorers, will contribute no more to the emigration fund than 
those who may leare it waste, the non-cultiration of eztensive 
appropriated districts — one of the chief obstacles to the progress 
of every colony hitherto established —will be gratly discouraged, 
if not altogether prevented. 

5, In determining the amount of contribntion to the emigrant 
fund, the Commissioners are required, at any given time, to 
make a uniform cha^ per acre, whatever may be the situa- 
tion or quality of the land granted, and in no case to fix the 
charge at less than twelve shillings per acre. The payment is 
made once only, namely, when the party receives a grant of the 
land, which grant g^vea him an absolute and nnconditional title 
to the estate ; the Crown malting no reserve whatever.* 

* It is right to observe here, that the tenure by which land 
is held in South Australia b wry much guperior to that by 
Khich land it held in the other Amtralian Coloniet. In them 
^e Crown reserves lo itself the right of mining, of cutting 
timber or stone for public works, and of malung roads across any 
estate it chooses, while in South Australia the land is sold io un- 
conditional and absolute fee, without any reserve to the Crown 
for any purpose. This is the more important, as it has been 
satia&ctorily ascerluued that in some districts there are found 
limestone, iron, alate, granite, &c. 

[Little did the writer of tbeabove dream that to the meagre list 
of minerals cited by him, were so soon to be added, all the most 
valuable of the metals ! -Aiithor.'\ 
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6, As tbe contribation to tbe en>^;rant fond ii the Bole con- 
dition of obtaining land, the amoant of contribution ia deacribed 
in the Act of Fuliament and in tbe reg:alatioui as to its price. 
It u vortby ot remark, howerer) that as the Connniasionera an 
required to expend the emigration fimd, without any dedaction 
irhatever, in carrying oat Ubonrert, the whole contribntion is 
retomcd to those who make it in the form of pass^e money for 
their labourers ; and therefore, strictly speaking, it is not landt 
but the &cility of obtaining laboar, which is bought. It is im- 
portant that this principle should be steadily kept in view by 
those who may desire to understand the plan on which the 
colony is fcHraed. 

The regulations of the Commiaaionenr for the sale of land, 
and for the eelection of emigrant labourers, being framed itx 
accordance with the preceding plan of colonization, it is clearly 
evident that no fears of a want of labonrers need be entertained. 
The more capitalists who emigrate, the more land will be sold ; 
the greater the amount of land sold, the greater the sccnmoli- 
tion of the emigration fond ; and the larger the emigration fundi 
the more labourers can be sent &om England. A constant 
supply will be kept up, according to tbe wants of tbe provincei 
and it may therefore fairly be said, that the colonist who pur- 
chases land parchasea also labour. The money he pays for his 
land is eipended in snpplying him with the means of making his 
porcbase valnable ; as land merely, it is not worth a forthing an 
acre, however naturally rich it may be ; bnt, potseiaed of 
labourers to cnltitate the soil, its value rises immediately to the 
full sum be has paid for it. It is labour therefore, not land 
alone, that the South Australian Colonist purchases ; and herein 
consist* the grand advantage which this Colony possesses over 
all others, and upon which it reato its hope* of prosperity. 

In the month of May, 1835, the Commissioners 
recommended Colonel now General Sir Charles James 
Napier for the GoTemorship of South Australia, who, 
on the 30th of that month stated, that he could not 
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accept of it, without " Bome troops and without power 
to draw upon the Home Cfovernment in case of 
necessity." These conditions heing at variance 
with the self-supporting system, upon which the 
Colony was established, were not acceded to by the 
Government, who were consequently obliged to 
make another choice. 

It is much to be regretted thatthis very judicious 
first choice of the Comaussioners could not have 
been carried into effect; his superior rank would 
have kept down all jealous bickerings in the other 
officers of the Government, his enei^etic mind 
would have led him to set an example to the 
colonists how to overcome difficulties which were 
sure to beset him as a Governor, as well as the 
emigrant and colonist ; and the views he expressed 
in his interesting work on Colonization, with 
regard to the duties of both Governor and Colonists, 
experience has proved to be so substantially correct, 
that there can be no doubt that the early destinies 
of the colony would have been in his hands suc- 
cessfully treated. 

Under the provisions of the Act of 15th Aug. 
1834, the Home Government appointed a Governor, 
to whom was confided the executive powers, and 
the Commissioners appointed a Resident Commis- 
sioner for the Colony, who was to have the exclusive 
direction of the disposal of the public land ; these 
two offices being quite distinct one from the other, 
and the authority divided. 
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Another clause i» the Act which gave rise to a 
good deal of mischief was, that the whole of the pro- 
ceeds of the land sales, before any revenue could 
possibly be raised, were devoted to emigration, with- 
out applying a portion of those funds in the first in- 
stance to defray the surveys, and execute some indis- 
pensable public buildings, the necessary iiinds for 
which were entailed as a debt at a ruinous rate of 
interest on the colony. 

The Act also required a quantity of land to be 
sold beibre it could be in force, which was attended 
with great subsequent inconvenience, for those who 
had bought the land, and in consequence made their 
arrangements to leave England, never waited till 
they were apprised of that land having been sur- 
veyed, 80 that a large body of emigrants not only 
actually arrived in SL Vincent's Gulph at the same 
time with the Surveyor-General, who at that moment 
had not the least conception where he was to fix the 
site for the 6rst settlement, but arrived also several 
months before the Governor. 

The officer recommended by the Commissioners 
for the appointment of Governor, after Colonel Na- 
pier's refusal, was Captain Hindmarsh, R. N., who 
had served with distinction under Lords Howe, 
Cochrane, and Nelson. J. H. Fisher, Esq. was 
nominated Resident Commissioner, and Colonel 
laght, Surveyor-General. 

Captain Hindmarsh landed in Holdfast Bay on 
the eastern coast of Gulph St Vincent on the 
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i28th of December, 1836, and issued the procla- 
mation establishing the government of the pro- 
vince — the first body of emigrants having arrived in 
the month of July preceding. 

Colonel Light had fixed upon the site of the 
town prior to Governor Hindmarsh's arrival^ which 
he was specially empowered to do, and the Governor 
as particularly ordered not to interfere with, it hav- 
ing been distinctly stated to the Governor by the 
Commissioners, that he must be " content to receive 
" and to hold his appointment, subject to the con- 
" dition of non-interference with the o£Bcers ap- 
" pointed to execute the surveys and to dispose of 
" the public lands." 

Captain Hindmarsh unfortunately thought fit to 
deviate from the line of policy laid down for him by 
the Commissioners, and this soon produced such 
aidless controversies between himself and the other 
officers that, to use Lord Glenelg's own words, " all 
'* his despatches were filled with the narration of 
" them." 

By the injudicious and unauthorised interference 
with Colonel Light's duties,* he having repeatedly 
ordered him on service quite foreign to his ofiice, 
the surveys were necessarily retarded, and many 
settlers having by this time arrived, who, as living 
was very dear, were clamorously demanding to be 
put into possession of their land, in order to begin 
operations, great discontent was created, and much 
ill feeling arose amongst all parties. 

* ParliatnenUry Pajien. 



ioy Google 



HISTORICAL SKETCH. 19 

During Qoveraor Hindmareh'a short adminiBtra- 
tion, little or nothing was effected towards the pro- 
gress of the colony; the harbour was found and 
made available, the site of the town fixed, and 
streets named ; the town lots were selected in March 
1837, and the country lands in May 1836. Captain 
Hindmarsh does not appear to have had any control 
over the angry feeling excited even amongst his own 
government officers, as they seem to have played a 
prominent part in all the dissensions of that period, 
two of them actually resorting to the " ai^mentum 
. ad baculum " in the public street, to settle their dif- 
ferences ! 

This state of affairs could last only a sufiicient 
length of time for the Home authorities to be apprised 
of it; on the 22d of December, 1837, one short twelve 
months afler Captain Hindmarsh's assumption of the 
government, we find the Commissioners addressing a 
very lengthy despatch to Lord Glenelg, full of com- 
plaint against the Governor (the particulars of which 
howevercan have no intereatfor the general reader),in 
consequence of which, on the 2l8t of February, 1838, 
Lord Glenelg notified to Captain Hindmarsh his 
recall, at the same time signifying to him " his deep 
" regret that any circumstances should have rendered 
" unavoidable the dissolution of his ofiBcial relations 
" with a gentleman whose claims to respect, both on 
" public and private grounds, he should be ever 
" ready to admit." 

c2 



Digitizecy Google 



30 HISTORICAL SKETCH. 

The Resident ComiuisBioner baring also given 
cause of diBsatisfaction, Lord Glenelg concurred 
in the opinion of the board, that he should be re- 
moved from that office. 

Colonel Gawler, E.H., late 52nd Regiment, was 
the successor appointed by liOrd Qlenelgi on the 
recommendation of the Commissioners, who selected 
him in preference to many other candidates. He 
was a distinguished officer of the Duke of Welling- 
ton's army in the Peninsula, and present at many of 
the great sieges and battles, Badajoz, Vittoria, Nives, 
Nivelles, Orthes, Toulouse, and lastly at Waterloo, 
where he commanded the right flank company of 
the 52od during the great charge on the imperial 
guards. Gallant in the field, be was also possessed 
of those virtues which distinguish a man in private 
life, with high inteUectual attainments, and being a 
good Christian, his appointment gave the direst 
hopes of being productive of lasting benefit to the 
colony. 

He arrived in the colony on the 12th of October, 
1838, uniting in himself the two offices of Governor 
and Resident Commissioner, the separation of which 
had worked so unsatisfactoTily in the preceding ad- 
ministration. On the 31st of July of the same yeaF 
an Act passed the Imperial Legislature, 1 and 2 Vict. 
cap. 60, to amend the Act 4 and 5 W. IV., and 
empowering the Commissioners, or their representa- 
tives in the colony, with their consent, to borrow 
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such suTQs from the fund derived from -the sales of 
public lands, as might be necessary to carry on the 
government of the colony efficiently. 

" The board of Commissioners, with the previous 
" sanction of the Lords of the Treasury, issued very 
" careful instructions on the subject of expenditure, 
" to the Governor on the 9th of November, 1838."* 
In a subsequent despatch, of 8th February, 1839, 
" the Resident Commissionerwasallowed, on account 
** of some additional charges, to increase his expen- 
" diture altogether to £16,500 per annum. "f 

Later in the same year they intimated that they 
would be ready to " afford the necessary pecuniary 
" asdstance to any moderate extent, in erecting 
*' wharfs at Adelaide, approving also of the erection of 
" a government house and pubUc offices, the total 
" cost of which was not to exceed the estimate of 
" £25,l62."t 

In addition to these, a " general authority " was 
given to Colonel Glawler to deviate from bis instruc- 
tions under circumstances of undoubted necessity.^ 

Colonel Light, the first Surveyor-Qeneral, had 
refflgned, and was succeeded in that office by Cap- 
tain Frome, of the Royal Engineers, who was accom- 
panied to the colony by a party of sappers and 

* CommiuiODen'Letter toLord J. RnueOof 7th My, 1840. 
t Idem. 

X Idem, ut mpra. 

f CoDuniMionen' letter to Capt. Frome, R. E., of 1 1th May, 
1839. 
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minera. With an efficient and powerful Btaff, the 
survey's were now rapidly proceeded with ; the colo- 
nists were put in possession of their land, which by 
directing thdr attention to agricultural operations, 
put an end to those discontents, which had been 
engendered by the delay in the surveys. 

Up to August, 1839, 7412 settlers had arrived in 
the colony, and 250,320 acres of land had been 
sold, producing 229,766^., the colony having been 
in existence two and a half years. 

In justice to Colonel Gawler, to show that diffi- 
culties of no ordinary magnitude beset him on his 
arrival, the following extract of his despatch to Lord 
Glene^, of 23rd January, 1839, is given. It fur- 
nishes at the same time a commentary on the way 
in which matters were conducted under the pre- 
ceding administration : — 

" The afbin of the prorince at thii moment are inTolred i& 
most Bggnvatecl and complicated difficulties. 1 do not viib to 
make mj situation appear worae than it is when I ssj, I do not 
Ibink it posubte that a governor of a colony coald be placed is 
more trying circumstances than mine. On arriring here about three 
months ago, I found the public offices vitb scarcely a pretension 
to system ; every man did as be would, and got on as he could. 
There were scarcely any records of past proceedings, of public 
accounts, or of issues of stores. The non-fulfilment of one of 
the leading principles on which the regulations made for the dis- 
posal of land were based, that the ' surreys should be iu advance 
of the demand,' bad produced a number of complicated questions 
with regard to leasing of pasturage, order of selection, and so 
forth, which the letter of tbe law, as it stood, could sot rectify. 
Sections for occupatiou were only laid out in tbe plain. about 
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AdeUide. in a diatrict not ezorading a tqiura of tea tnilM mi the 
nde. Seren other diatricta, of abont the ume arenge dimeii- 
aioDS, remained to be marked out for the choice of preliminsry 
purdusen, vho viU occupy the greater part of the good land in 
them. The Sarve^ department va< rednced to the deputy snr- 
Tefor-general, one dianghteman, and one auistant aaireyor; ita 
iDBtnmienta to a great extent nnaerriceoble, and ila office with 
Bcarcely any maps of the coontrj, and totally without ayatem, 
leeorda, or regolationi. Scarcely any Bettlera in the country, no 
tillage, very little sheep or eattle pa*taring, and thia only by a 
few enterpriaing indiriduals riBldng their chance aa aquattere. 
The two landing-placet, Holdfast Bay and the Old Port, of the 
moat indifferent descriptlou ; the expense of traoaport to and 
from tliem to Adelaide moat ruinona. The population, ahnt np 
in Adelaide, eziating principally upon the nnbealthy and uncer- 
tain profits of land-jobbing. Capital flowing ont, for the neces- 
sariea of life, to Sydney and Van Diemen's Land, slmost as &st 
as it WBB brooght in by pasaengera from England. The colonial 
finances in a atate of thorongh conftiaioa and defalcation. Up 
to this day, my written orders, given on the 18th October, 1839, 
hare not obtuned for me from the treaaurer abatracts of receipts 
and expenditure for the first three quarters of the year 1838. 
Almost all that I bare been enabled to discover definitely of the 
finances of this period is, that the whole regulated expenditure for 
the year, 12,0001., was drawn and expended in'the first quarter, 
"lliis, my Lord, is certainly not a complete, and I can 
conscientionaly affirm, to the beat of my judgment, not 
an OTerdrawn atatement of the difficnlties in which I found 
the colony. If to these your Lordship will add thoae seiiooa 
dangers which must accompany a new popnlation of persona 
unrestrained by mntnal acquaintance, or old habits and as- 
sociations, flowing in with what may be called fearful rapidity, 
npon a colony which stands alone at the breadth of the world 
Arom its only point of assistance or reference, I thtnh that 
your Lordship will justify the persuasion that is ou my mind, 
that, of human agency, nothing but a strong and steady 
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hand at the hehn of ^Ternment can guide this colony throngh 
its early dangers." 

The above gives a pretty good idea how much 
and what was wanted ; and the coltMiy certainly did 
receive a mighty impetus in the way in which those 
wants were supplied, for many puhlic works were 
undertaken during Colonel Gawler's administration : 
everything for a time flourished, and everybody was 
making money. But this was only for a time ; it 
was nothing more than a fictitious state of pros- 
perity, produced by the presence of a large amount 
of money in the colony, caused by the Government 
expenditure. Nobody, however, seemed to have 
had the least suspicion that there was any possibility 
of an early period being put to this influx of foreign 
capital. 

South Australia was producing nothing at the time, 
and immense sums were obliged to be sent to the 
neighbouring colonies for the necessary articles of 
daily food, an expense which was heightened by the 
failure of the crops there, which brought the article 
of flour alone, in 1840, to my knowledge, up to 
£90. and £100. per ton. As long as the Govern- 
ment circulated such large sums in the colony this 
deamess was not felt; Colonel Gawler, actuated 
doubtless by an ardent wish fur the rapid advance-, 
ment of the province, undertook too much at once; 
an immense population was centered in the town of 
Adelaide and immediate neighbourhood, which may 
be gathered from the feet that in 1840 there were 
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no less than seventy public-houses in the munici- 
pality alone ; the working classes scouted the idea of 
proceeding into the country, when they were sure 
of employment at large wages on the Government 
works, and the country settler was thus prevented 
from producing those very articles of food, which, by 
keeping the money in the colony, would have laid 
the sure foundation of future wealth. The colony, 
therefore, did not receive any further benefit from this 
lai^ Government outlay beyond the possesMon of a 
number of handsome buildings, necessary, may be, 
but all the profits of whose erection went to the 
neighbouring colonies in exchange for food. Captain 
Grey subsequently ably illustrated this subject in 
one of his despatches to Lord John Russell : — 

" Whilat so many persons io EDgland are maintaming that an 
eztrsTagaiit GoTemmeat expenditure ia necessary and beneficial 
in the early days of a colony, I trust I may be permitted to record 
my dissent from this opinioa, and to detail briefly the reasona 
on vhich this disaent is faonded. 

" In the early stage of a colony (ss has been the case here ap 
to a very recent date) there are no producers either of the necea^ 
saries of life or of articles of export. Under sach cirenmitancea 
a large outlay upon extensive public buildings and town improve- 
menta is no farther benefit to the colony, than that these bnildinga 
and improvements are obtained. 

"The vhole of the sum expended in labour is carried oat of 
the colony, to purchase every article of consumption and 
clothing. 

" The colony tbos depending altogether upon imports, and the 
demand being nncertain, the necessaries o^ life fluctuate extraor- 
dinarily in value, and are generally extoemely high. Tliia cir- 
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canutucei combined with the great employment of Uboar bj 
the Oovernment, raiaes inordiDately the price of labour. The 
conntry settler can thus sot become a producer of food or articles 
of export. His agricnltaral operatioua are limited, bia capital 
eaten up by the high price of wages, and, tmlesa the Deceiaariea 
of life retain an exorbitant value, he is soon rained. It ia 
impoiaible, tuider ancb drcnmstaDcea, for the settler to compete 
Tith other colonies, where the price of labour and of prorisiona 
is only half what it is in the colony where he resides. He could 
not do this even if his farm was actuaUy broken up and enclosed, 
BO that, in this respect, he stood on an equality with agricul- 
turists in other colonies ; much less then can be do it, when he 
has a fann to create from an untrodden wilderness. If this, at 
all timea an expensive and difficult operation, has to be performed 
when the price of labour ia inordinately high, no profits can 
ever repay the sacrifice of capital which baa been made, and the 
disappointed egriculturiat is compelled to abandon his legitimate 
occupations, and to betake himself to speculations in land and 
buildings. Experience in this colony has fully and lamentably 
exhibited these foots. 

" It appears, therefore, that in order to gain the advantage of 
having public buildings in a colony at an early period, of a mag- 
nitude altogether unnecessary, not only is a sort of prohibition 
placed upon agricultural pursuits, but it must be recollected that, 
from the high price of labour end materials, the pubUc buildings 
themselves cost, at least, double what they would have cost at a 
period only a year or two subsequent to their erection i and, 
Irom the difficulty of procuring proper materials, and efficient 
superintendence at so early a stage of a colony, they are also 
generally very badly executed." 

I have carefully waded through the mass of Par- 
liamentary Papers relative to South Australian 
affairs, and extracted every word that I could find 
contained in them, showing how far Colonel 
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Qawler was authorized in this immense expendi- 
ture. I have heard it stated that he had almost 
a carte blanche from the Commissioners. Indeed 
Bomethiug of the kind appears in Mr. Rowland 
Hill's letter as above quoted, when he speaks 
about Colonel Gawler having a " general power " 
to deviate from those instructions, but unless it csia 
be satis&ctorily shewn that he had that full authority 
for his subsequent expenditure, he will never cease 
to be blamed for having been, although unwillingly; 
the cause of the disasters which followed. Far and 
wide bas been the censure meted out to Colonel Gaw- 
ler for the mismanagement of the Colonial finances, 
nor were ministers themselves backward in adding 
their mite of disapproval in Parliament, on a state of 
things which they themselves had the means of pre- 
venting from the commencement. In the colony, Col. 
Gawler was, and is, much respected ; I believe I am 
justified in saying, that even amongst those who have 
been severe losers by his policy, a feeling of esteem for 
his character is predominant ; hut it is idle to set 
up in his defence, as I have heard it, that *' his ad- 
ministration ought to be judged by his motives, 
and not by its results." As long as the world has 
existed, and to the end of the chapter it will be the 
same, men will be judged by results, nor can I 
see how a defence of this point of Colonel Gawler's 
administration can be set up, much less sustained. 

" The consideration of where the money was to 
" come from, seemed to have escaped every person 
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" of authority in the colony."* Was there not ao 
Act of Parliament, by the proTisions of which, the Go- 
vernor might have satisfied himself that the Commis- 
BJoners were only able to raise a certain sum by way 
of loan, even supposing they had allowed him to draw 
to the full extent of that sum. The Commissioners 
declare positively, in their letter to Lord J. Russell 
of26th of August, 1840, that "the limit of their in- 
" stnKlions bad been exceeded nine or ten times in 
" amount;" they then go on to state that, "as no 
" further sale could at that moment be commanded 
^' of bills on the Commissioners, £15,000. had been 
" borrowed of the bank of South Australia, in viola- 
" tion of the standing instructions of the Commis- 
" sioners, to prevent any delay in settling all salaries 
" and other claims upon the public on the 1st of 
" January, 1840. It is distressing to perceive the 
" blindness to the real difficulties of the colony which 
" the arguments employed in favour of this measure 
" betray. Much stress is laid on the discredit which 
" would ensue, if every amount due at the begin- 
'* ning of the year, could not be paid oflP punctually 
" to the day ; but not a thought is bestowed on the 
*' &r more serious, and possibly &tal discredit to 
" the colony, if drafts from its Government being 
" presented in this country, there were no assets to 
" meet them. The only limit to drawing bills on 
" the Commissioners is shewn to have been ihe pos- 
" sibility or otherwise of getting rid of them in the 
* Commuuonen* Fipsn. 
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" colony ; the idea of the Home funds being ex- 
" hausted eeems never to have occurred to any one." 

It may here be said, why did the banks, why did 
the colonists countenance such an expenditure, the 
latter by taking the Governor's bills, the fonner by 
cashing them ? I would not for a moment allude to 
such an absurd argument, did I not know that there 
are in England many people who are disposed to 
take this wrong view of it, and even in Parliament, 
this very unfair mode of reasoning was made use of 
against the colonists. The answer is obvious : the 
Governor of a British province, holding his ap- 
pointment under the sign manual of the sovereign, 
is the representative of the Crown : as such, every 
Englishman places implicit reliance and ^th in all 
his acts, nor was it the place of any man in the 
colony to ask the Governor what the nature of his 
authority and instructions was. 

Why, even the Colonial Treasurer of those days, 
Mr. Jackson, " a gentleman," to use Colonel Gawler's 
words, of " clear perception, sound judgment, and 
" sterling integrity of character," who had to counter- 
sign ail the Governor's drafts, must have been himself 
quite in the darkas to theGovemor's instructions, for 
he never doubted the propriety of issuing the bills, 
and only in December 1839, he was obliged to re> 
commend taking a loan irom the banks, *' because 
" there were no purchasers for the continued lat^e 
" number of Government bills circulated." To use 
such an argument therefore is wrong in any one, but 
very reprehensible in our legislators. 

DigitizecyGOOgle 
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The colonial revenue was at this time about 
£20,000. per annum, and the expenditure may be 
given aa follows ; during the first quarter of 1839 it 
was £8,950. ; it doubled itself in the second quarter, 
£16,000 ; this more than doubled itself in the next 
six months, the last quarter's expenditure of 1839 
being £34,000. This again doubted itself in 1840, 
during the last quarter of which it amounted to 
£60,155. 14«. 4d., or at the rate of £240,000. per 
annum ! 

The amount of land under cultivation in 1839 was 
2,600 acres; in 1840 it was 6,722 acres. 

The amended Act of Parliament having given the 
Commissioners authority to raise temporary loans for 
colonial purposes from the emigration fund, this had 
been acted upon ; by August, 1840, the amount due 
to this fund was upwards of £90,000. — adding to the 
ilemma of the Commissioners, who were expected 
to replace the amount by the end of the year, " the 
" public faith having been pledged to all persons 
" purchasing lands in the colony, that the whole of 
*' the purchase-money should be sooner or later ex- 
" pended in emigration."* The land sales had been 
gradually foiling off, whilst there appeared to be no 
prospect of the cessation of the excessive expenditure 
in the colony, which on the contrary was increasing. 

In August, 1840, the Commissioners were forced 
to lay a statement of their difficulties before Lord 
John Russell ; they state, " that if they raised a fur- 

* Commissionera' despatch to Lord J, RnsBcU, 20thof Angast, 
1840. 
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" ther loan, to the limit of the sum authorised by 
" Parliament, it ^ould be inadequate for the amount 
" required, and if the bills were refused acceptance, 
" no loan would be able to be effected at all." 

Lord John Russell therefore determined to insti- 
tute a Parliamentary inquiry into the financial state 
of the colony, awaiting which, no other expedient 
could be adopted but to refuse acceptance to Governor 
Oawler's bills. This was accordingly done, and 
Colonel Gawler himself was, on the 26th of Decem- 
ber, 1840, recalled, the reason assigned by Lord J. 
Russell being " his having drawn bills in excess of 
*• the authority received from the Commissioners." 

The Commissioners state that, although com- 
pelled to " object strongly to several of Colonel 
*' Oawler's proceedings, they acknowledge the high 
" character he has always borne. In his government 
" he displayed many qualities deserving of great 
" respect. He shewed in trying circumstances, both 
" finnoess and moderation, he put an end to dia- 
" sension and exercised a beneficial inBuence over 
" the public mind ; he appeared to be animated with 
" a sincere desire to improve the organization of the 
" public departments ; but that upon subjects of 
" finance, it was not to be concealed he had fatally 
" erred in judgment." . 
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SECTION II. 

CAPTAIN ORBY's ADMINISTRATION. 

The gentleman appointed to succeed ColonelGaw- 
ler was Captain Grey, late of the 83rd Regiment. He 
was gazetted on the 18th of December, 1840, and 
arriyed in the colony on the 10th of May, 1841. 
He is said to have attained high honours at the 
Military College of Sandhurst, and has further re- 
commended himself to Ctovemment by the difficult 
and arduous explorations he undertook under their 
auspices, on the north-west coast of New Holland 
in the years 1837, 1838, 1839.* Captain Grey 
having also resided some time in South Australia, was 
lamiliar with every particular regarding the politi- 
cal and financial position of the colony ; the ministry, 
therefore, once they had determined upon Colonel 
Gawler's recall, could not have selected a fitter per- 
son to succeed him ; the result of his administra- 
tion has fuUy justified the confidence placed in him. 

When Captain Grey left England for South Aus- 
tralia, the financial affairs of that -province had occu- 
pied the attention of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies so ^riously, that an inquiry was deter- 
mined upon, immediately on the reassembling of 

* Jonrnali of two Expeditiona of Diacorery in North-veat and 
WesternAoatraluinlSSr.S, aQd9. ByCapt.O.Grey, Gonrnor 
of South Anatralu. 2 toU. 8vo. with map and nomeroas platca. 
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Pariiament. Meanwhile, the most stringeat orders 
were issued to Captain Grey that he was not to draw 
upon the Lords of the Treasury excepting for mat- 
ters of the deepest emergency. 

On the 19th of March, 1841, the House of Com- 
mons temporarily Toted a sum of £155,000. towards 
the liquidation of bills drawn by Colonel Qawler, 
but for the payment of which the Commissioners 
had no funds. 

When Captain Grey arrived in the colony in May, 
1841, he found that the Government expenditure 
had not been as yet reduced, as he had antici- 
pated ; he found the revenue decrea^ng, with 
a balance of only £700. in the treasurer's hands 
— the anticipated expenditure for the quarter dur- 
ing which Captain Grey assumed the Government, 
was £32,000.— and nearly £3,000, more was due 
from last quarter. The claims left unsettled by 
Colonel Gawler, which were either immediately or 
shortly after Captain Grey's arrival clamorously 
pressed upon his notice ibr liquidation, amounted to 
near £35,000. more. 

It was not possible t^ make any extensive reduc- 
tions in the Crovernment establishments and expen- 
diture all at once ; to make those reductions perma- 
naitf they needs must be made advisedly. The 
revenue decreasing, sales of land all but ceased, 
where were sufficient funds to come from to carry 
on the Government ? Foreseeing these difficulties 
Captain Grey had asked and obtained permission 
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from the GoTerament, before he left England, to 

dispose of those properties belonging to the Crown 
in the colony, -which might conveniently be dia- 
pensed with. On his arrival he however found that 
the derangement in the money market, caused by 
the non-payment of Colonel Gawler'a bills, had 
made such a step quite impossible, as not the fourth 
part of their value would have been obtained, owing 
to the depreciation in every species of property. On 
applying to the bank for a loan, he was offered 
£10,000. at 12 per cent, interest on bis personal 
security — a sum which would have been instantly 
absorbed, by the heavy claims upon Government, 
leaving him without any means to defray the 
Intimate expenses of his own Administration. 
Captain Grey, therefore, came to the determinatioa 
not to liquidate any debts contracted by Colonel 
Gawler's Government, until he should have heard 
of the result of the Parliamentary inquiry then 
going on, which he expected to do in a few 
months. 

This determination once known, a deputation 
representing the most respectable and influential 
interests in the colony waited on the Governor to 
represent to him, " that the money had been spent 
" by the representative of the Queen, without their 
** consent or control, and that they therefore deemed 
" the Home Government liable for his acts ; they 
" urged the Governor to settle those claims, to pre- 
" vent the distress likely to ensue from a refusal." 
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Captfun Grejr, however, refused to accede to tbeir 
request 

The next difficulty, and one of no ordinary m^- 
nitude, was what to do with the many emigrants 
who had been employed on the QoTemment works, 
which the necessary reductions in the expenditure 
had in a great measure suspended, thus throwing 
them out of employment. A pledge had been given 
to them by the CommissioDers prior to their leaving 
England, that whenever they should be unable to 
procure employment from the settlers, it was to 
be presented to them at reduced wages, by the 
Government. Eighteen months before, the settlers 
might have employed them easily enough before all 
their funds were exhausted. During those eighteen 
months, labour in the country was so high, owing 
to the large Government expenditure, that the 
settlers could not profitably employ the emigrants. 
Now things were again altered ; the settlers had 
^3eeJ^ gradually impoverished, the money drained out 
of the colony, and when the Government works 
were stopped, it was found that there was no em- 
ployment for them. The emigrants were indeed in 
no hurry to seek vrork out in the country; that 
" which had been at first conceded to them as an 
" indulgence they now demanded as a right."* 
Captain Grey describes the situation of these people 
as infinitely more comfortable than that of a hard- 
working labourer in England, adding, that " he was 
* PariiBmentBiT Papen. 
d2 
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** not responsible for an order of things which he 
" found established on his arrival, and that as the 
*' engagements of the Commissioners had been tem- 
" porarily broken with all persons for want of 
" funds, Uiey must necessarily be so with them 
" likewise." 

The Governor, therefore, would not allow them 
to consider themselves entitled to a continuation of 
the same rate of wages they had been receiving 
before his arrival ; he determined not to let them 
starve, but at the same time, to grant them no indul- 
gence. He hoped by this means to induce them 
to find their way into the country, and to engage 
themselves to the settlers at a lair rate of wages, 
by which agricultural pursuits would be encou- 
raged. 

The Lords of the Treasury in issuing peremptory 
orders to Captain Grey on no account to draw on 
the Home Government, made an exception for cer- 
tain unavoidable expenses. The Govemm^it works 
which he found in progress on his arrival, could of 
course not be left half finished, without the risk of 
their early dilapidation ; he was therefore authorised 
to complete them so &r as was necessary to prevent 
this; for which purpose he obtained a temporary 
loan from the New South Wales Government of 
£3,000. — the support of the pauper emigrants and 
the indispensable police establishment being de- 
frayed by drafts on the Lords of the Treasury. 

Captain Grey began his system of retrenchment 
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now with an unsparing hand ; unmindful of the 
damouT it gave rise to, disregarding the unpopu- 
larity it created, he met the Legialative Council on 
24th July, 1841, with the estimates he had pre- 
pared for the following year's expenditure, by 
which it was rednced at once from £94,000 to 
£34,000.» 

These financial measures were greatly approved 
of by the Home GoTemment, as expressed in the 
despatch of the Lords of the Treasury to Lord 

* ^e following are nmongit Uu prindpnl rednetioiu Hut vne 
effected:— 





1841. 


1842. 




£ 


* 




H.eso 


3.635 


Emigration Deportment 






6.927 


390 


Storeiteeper'B Department 






i!3.748 
16,109 


340 
9,112 


Cnatoma 






9,?69 


2,478 


Hariwnr Maater-a Department 






3.944 


1,612 








2,141 


1,034 


Port Lincoln 






1,299 


S72 



Vhh A variety of minor redactioiM, ud the aboluhment of ni- 
pciflnotu officea. 

The system of sapplying stores under Colond Gavler's sd- 
nunistratioD ma a ndically bad snd eztnngant one ; GoTem- 
ment officers hinng been in many cases alloved to supply the 
attk^ leqaired in their departmenta themselvea, whilst the e«> 
oimnofton of the accoimts did not take place for two montha 
after they had been paid.~Vide Aut^ior QmeraTi Report^ 
p. 8, of Pari. Paptn. 
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Stanley, of 26th April, 1843, in which they state 
that they are satisfied " of the GoTomor having ac- 
" quitted himself in an able and Batis&ctory man- 
" ner of the important trust which had been placed 
" in him." 

To the colony at large, however, this reduction in 
the expenditure was for a time necessarily full of 
trial ; it may well be likened to a young fruit ^ree, 
which had been allowed to shoot up with stra^ling 
branches of luxuriant growth, but barren of £ruit. 
The careful gardener saw, that to make it produce 
fruit, it was absolutely necessary to apply the prun- 
ing knife with an unsparing, though kindly hand. 
Stripped of its gaudy and unproiitable branches, the 
spectator looked with pity and contempt upon the 
bare stump which was left ; he not knowing the 
power left in the roots, thought the poor tree ruined 
by such rough treatment, and was inclined to think 
ill of the gardener for hia reckless destruction 
of its leafy branches; but behold that self-same 
tree once more ; the resources, cou(%ntrated in its 
healthy roots, in time throw forth branches as luxu- 
riant as ever, covered with smiling blossoms and 
golden fruit ; whilst to the gardener this result ap- 
peared as a matter of course, he now received praise 
for his foresight from him who at first felt inclined 
to censure him. 

The immediate effects of this reduction was an 
enormous depreciation in every description of pro- 
perty ; this was a very natural consequence. The 
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presence of so lai^e an amount of capital as was 
constantly kept in circulation during Colonel Gaw- 
ler's administration, engendered a degree of unheal- 
thy speculation, which could not but be followed 
by disastrous consequences, for there was no legiti- 
mate foundation for it. I.and of every description 
in town and country obtained a fictitious value, and 
changed hands over and over again, and always at 
a profit, but without making the land productive ; 
whilst the value of stock rose so high, that people 
could not at last invest money in it, with any 
prospect of its producing a fair interest on the capi- 
tal. To some few these changes brought much 
gain, and the lawyers in particular reaped a rich 
harvest from the rapid succession of legal convey- 
ances of property called for. 

The true state of things soon appeared. As the 
value of property fell, many people were necessarily 
losers, and bankruptcies were neither few nor far be- 
tween ; the labouring classes found it more and more 
difficult to obtain employment from the impove- 
rished settlers; and in the latter part of 1841, we 
find Captain Grey with ithe enormous number of 
nearly two thousand men, women, and children, 
thrown upon his hands for support, as absolute 
paupers.* 

This support could, as a matter of course, only be 
obtained from the mother country ; the question for 
the Governor to consider being, whether he would 
* Pnliamcntary Papen. . 
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let two thousand British subjects starve, or support 
themselves by rapine and pilh^e, which they threat- 
ened to do in Teiy intelligible language.* Adelaide 
was the place into which they all crowded, the popu- 
lation of the town having at one time reached 8,500 
Bouls, or nearly one half of the whole population 
of the province. Out of many schemes proposed at 
this time, as to the best means of providing for the 
unemployed emigrauts, none found so many sup- 
porters amongst the colonists as that which advised 
the perfecting of the Grovemment works-f 

The Qovemor, however, would not listen to these 
petitions. He stated in the despatches of that period, 
that to have gone on with public buildings in the 
town would have been unjustifiable, as all his ex- 
ertions were directed to wean the people from the 
- notion they entertained, that the Government was 
bound to provide for them in that way. His motive 

* Parliamentary Papen. 

■f " The great majoritj of the commnaity were interested in 
" the nuuntenance of the lanih GoTemment ezpenditore. Daring 
" the twelve montha preceding my arrini, aboat £150,000. had 
" bees procured by drawing bills, which were ultimately paid by 
" the British Treasnry ; and had been distributed in the form of 
" ealaries, allowances, and IntxatiTe contracts, amongst a popa- 
"lationof 14,061 people, who only contributed je3O,00O. to- 
'* wards their own snpportj that is, the British Treasury paid 
" anonally to erery man, woman, and child in South Australia. 
" npwards of afilO. per head per annnm ; and if only the males 
" of twenty-one yean and upwards are considered, more than 
"£32. each per annum was paid to them by Great Britain for 
"the support of themselTM and their famines."— Otnwmor 
Qrey's Detpatck to Lord SttmU;/, i{f 3ltl Dec, 1842. 
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WW not alone to withdraw them from the town, but in 
employing them to undertake only works of general 
and undoubted utility ; he therefore, in giving them 
sufficient support to supply their Intimate wants, 
directed their labour to the opening of the great 
lines of internal communication, by which easy 
access was obtained to valuable agricultural dis- 
tricts. Amongst these, in addition to numerous 
bridges and minor roads, the Great Eastern Road, 
across the Mount Lofty Range, is to be pardcularly 
mentioned, by which a lasting benefit was conferred 
on the colony, in laying open the Mount Barker 
District, one of the most valuable in the colony. 

Captain Grey reduced the wages of these emi- 
grants from Is. 6d. per diem, with rations, which 
they had been receiving under Colonel Gawler's ad- 
ministration, to Is. 2d. per diem, without rations. 
It was not to be expected that this extensive reduc- 
tion was to be carried out without creating ^eat 
discontent amongst them. Tumultuous meeting 
were held, seditious language was used, on one 
occasion several hundred men in an oi^;anized body 
marched up to Government House, threatening per- 
sonal violence,* and a popular outbreak was more 
than once anticipated, which the total absence of a 
military force would have made very serious. But 
whilst Governor Grey behaved throughout this try- 
ing period with undaunted firmness, let it not be 
supposed that he did not feel for the distresses the 
* PiriumeBtarj Papen. 
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poor people were forced to suffer. His Excellency 
was ever foremost in the work of cliarity. To his 
honour be it recorded, that in one year, out of his 
narrow official income of £1,000. per annum, he 
contributed near £40U. towards charitable purposes ; 
nor was it in thia year alone that he liberally added 
his mite wherever it was wanted; it is a well known 
fact that real poverty and distressed merit never in 
vain sought relief at Governor Grey's hand. 

The spirit of speculation having received so rude but 
salutary a check, the town gradually became relieved 
from its superabundant and idle population. The set- 
tlers soon perceived, that the more permanent benefits 
were to be derived, not from profits obtained at the 
expense of their less experienced and unwary fellow 
colonists — a system but too general in those days — 
but by the developement of the great natural re- 
sources of the soil of their adopted country ; they 
begta to grapple manfully with their difficulties, 
and the colony having been also blessed with a most 
bountiful and abundant harvest, the first step to- 
wards a permanent improvement was obtained by 
having provisions of every description cheaper than 
they were in the neighbouring colonies. Not alone 
was a stop, put from that period to the present day, 
■to the ruinous expedient of having yearly to send 
large sums out of the colony to procure a supply of 
the necessaries of life,* but a commencement was 

* Id the year IS40, the immense snm of £277,000. sterling, 
wu seat out of the colony, for the poiduue of the neceasaries 
of life. 
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made the following year in exporting those very ar- 
ticles; a trade which has gone on increasing ever 
since to a most surprising extent. 

In November, 1841, Captain Grey heard from 
England, that Colonel Gawler's bills were in the 
course of payment, by means of the Parliamentary 
grant, voted as a temporary assistance to the colony 
during the session of that year. On ascertaining 
this lact, and consistent with the determination he 
came to on his arrival in the colony, looking also to 
the jnstice of the still unsatisfied claims which had 
arisen from the &ith placed by the colonists in the 
representative of her Majesty, whose acts they had 
no right to question, Captain Grey determined to 
relieve the distress consequent upon the non-fulfil- 
ment of those claims, and drew upon the Lords of 
the Treasury for the amount which was properly 
substantiated by proof of being due. Governor 
Grey's despatch, announcing his having done so, is 
given at length, so that his motives for incurring a 
responsibility, which he was aware at the time had 
been the cause of his predecessor's recall, may be 
properly appreciated. 

" Oovarttment Soute, 
"Adelaide, November 14, 1841. 

'* Ht Lokd, — I bam od eererBl occasioas stated to 7oar Lord- 
ship, thftt on my KiriTal in the colony I foond that a variety of 
claims Bgainit the Gorerament sUU remaiDed nnMlisfied, and 
that the late Governor bad not drawn bills upon BngUnd for 
the payment of these accoanta, having been advised by the Colo- 
nisatioD CommiaiionerB that no further fonds remvoed in tbdr 
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" Upon tbe receipt of this iDtelligeDce, Colonel Gtwier pablicly 
Dotified his iutendon of drawing apon the Lords of the Tres- 
BOFyi in his capacity of GoveiDor, for the poipose of defraying 
the current ezpenses of the Qorernment ; and under this expec- 
tation, atorekeqten and othera continued to fornish the GoTem- 
ment with anch aiq>pliM as were required. Debts were thus 
contracted in the broken portion of the quarter ending tbe 15th 
May to a conuderable amount. 

"The turn which I found dne to the local creditor! amounted 
to about £11,000., exclusive of the new gaol, for which bnildiDg 
aloneabalance of 1619,000. was churned— ^613,000. baring been 
already paid to tbe contractora. 

" I did not, on my arriral, feel myself juatified in carrying 
ont Colonel Gawler's plan of drawing npon the British Treasury 
for to large an amount. A variety of reasons led me to form this 
determiDation, which are detailed at length in my despatch 
to yonr Lordshqt of June S, 1841. (No. 6.) Tbe principal of 
these was, that the amonnta remaining unpaid were of a precisely 
ainular charactra to those which were represented in England by 
the late Ooremor'a bills, which the Lords of the Treasury would 
not pay without l^islative sanction ; and that nntil their Lord- 
ships commenced paying these bills, I shonld not be justified in 
drawing on them to obtain fiinda to Uquidise preineely similar 
accounts in the colony. 

*' A great deal of distress necessarily resulted from the non- 
payment of these bills, and t^ was more severely felt ftvm the 
limited nature of the mercantile commnnity in this province. 
The situatioa of theae Government creditors was also peculiar. 
They had seen the supplies, fbmished by them, appropriated to 
the uses of tbe Oovemment ; they had had a pledge given to them, 
which neither the late Oovernor nor myself had yet fulfilled, and 
they were not even in so good a position as the holders of 
the bills ; if ^ey had been so, their claims would have been 
settled at the same time as those of the other creditors in Eng- 
land. 

" When, therefore, I ascertained that all the bills drawn by 
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Colond Gavler were in tbe coone of pKTmest in Engknd, and 
found that had Colonel Oairler dntra bill* for these predtdy 
similar claims remaining anpaid in tlie colony, that then the 
^'editors here Toald have been placed in the same position as 
those elsevhere ; vhen also I saw the distress vhicb the non- 
payment of these accounts was creating, I Mt that I should be 
no longer jnatified in refraining from patting all the Govern- 
ment creditors apon an equal footing. I aecordingly have com- 
menced draving drafts upon the Lords of the Treaanry for the 
payment of these outstanding claims ; and I trust that the line 
of policy I have pursned may meet with the approbation of her 
Majesty's Goveniment. 

" In order that your Lordship may be fally informed on this 
subject, I have enclosed copies of the letters of advice which I 
have forwarded to the Lords Commissioners of her Majesty's 
Treasury. These contain detailed explanations of the nature of 
these outstanding claims. 

'* I have, kc. 

(Signed) " 0. GREY. 

" The Big^t Hod. Lord John Russell." 
At the end of 1841, such was the activity with 
which tbe surreys had been conducted by Captain 
Frome, that all the clamed special surreys, thirty- 
five in Dumber, 4,000 acres each, had been completed, 
and the quantity of land open for selection to new 
comers amounted, moreover, to 306,000 acres, the 
co6t of surveying which had been reduced to 7ld. 
per acre. Captain Frome also very handsomely 
<!oiisented to perform the duties of Colonial Engi- 
neer gratuitously, by which the colony was not only 
saved the expense hitherto attending the supervision 
of that department, but secured tbe talent of which 
he is very generally allowed to be posseesed. 
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The year 1841 was also fertile in geographical 
discovery, Mr. Eyre having succeeded in traversing 
the whole coast line between Fort Lincoln and 
King George's Sound, one of the most arduous ex- 
plorations on record, during which he underwent 
privations, which it appears almost incredible a 
human being could have withstood. His under- 
taking reflects the greater credit on him, as he bore 
himself the largest proportion of the expense at- 
tending its outfit ; the good of the colony, and the 
advancement of science in developing the geogra- 
phical features of part of that vast unknown conti- 
nent, having been his principal aim. The Royal 
Gec^^phical Society awarded to him the Founder's 
Gold Medal, and it is to be hoped that a more per- 
manent reward will be shortly bestowed upon him 
by her Majesty's Government, by giving him a 
lucrative colonial appointment; for who deserve 
such appointments better than those who have 
adventured their lives and fortunes for the benefit of 
the Colony, particularly where, as in Mr. Eyre's 
case, his personal qualifications are of a nature to do 
honour to any civil colonial appointment it may 
be in the power of the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies to confer upon him? 

On the 5th July, 1842, Lord Stanley brought for- 
ward in the House of Commons the consideration 
of the afikirs of South Australia, and it is to be 
regretted that a whole year was suffered to elapse 
before the recomm^idations of the Select Com- 
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mittee of the preceding year were acted upon — ■ 
during which time the want of the relief now 
afforded caused so much distress. In introducing 
his three resolutions, the intimate acquaintance of 
Lord Stanley with the affairs of the colony enabled 
him to put the case in a very clear point of view. 
AAer alluding to its early history, and to the 
defects in the system upon which it was established, 
the noble Lord entered into a detail of the liabilities 
incurred by the colony, which may be shortly 
stated thus : 

1. PftriiameoUry Grant adTBnced Iwt year . ^155,000 

2. Bills of CoL Oawler renuining nnpud . 27.290 

3. BiUa of Capt. 6nj on account of the 

emignuitt muntaiued at the public 

expease .... 17,646 

4. Amount borrowed by CommiaaioDera 

bearing interect at from 6 to 10 per 

cent. 85.800 

5. OnUtandiiig debta eC Col. Gawler's 

Ooverament .... 35,000 

6. Amoant borfoved fWim Land and Emi- 

gration Fond . . 84,697 

Amounting in all to . 36405,433 



These liabilities he proposed to dispose of in the 
following manner. He would call upon Parlia- 
ment to forego the repayment of the first sum of 
£155,000 ; would submit the expediency of making 
good the £27,290 for Col. Gawler's unpaid bills;(2) 
and sanctioning the £17,646 expended by Capt 
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Qrey in Bupporting unemployed emigrants. The 

Bonds (4) by an understanding with the holders, 
would remain outstanding at an interest of 3^ per 
cent., guaranteed by the British Treasury, and for 
which he should propose provision out of the Con- 
solidated Fund. The outstanding debts of Colonel 
Gawler and the sum due to the Land and Emigra- 
tion Fund he could not now call upon Parliament 
to make good. The former of the two (5) he 
stated to be sums advanced to Oovemment, " under 
a fall knowledge of the peremptory orders which 
Col. Gawler had received, not to draw any further."* 
Glovemor Grey had however been authorized, to 
issue in the colony Debentures bearing interest not 
exceeding 5 per cent, on account of these claims. 
In addition he notified his intention of moving in the 
estimates a vote of £15,000 to carry on the Grovem- 
ment during that year, expressing his hope and 
belief that with this assistance it would make sure 
advances to prosperity. 

Lord Stanly's resolutions were agreed to by a large 
majority, and a Bill was immediately introduced and 
passed on the 16th July, 1843, entitled "An Act 
for the better Government of the Province of 

* The noble Secretvy for the Coloniea vu in error in ettdng 
tbia. A GODtiderable portion of these cUima vere for contncte 
fanuBhed befon the prohibition to dikw had arrived, bnt were 
not due till after that period; and a large enm tu, at that time, 
atated to be oiring on accoimt of public buildings in the coarse 
of erection ; the remainder being for absolute necessaries. 
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South Australia " of which an epitome will be 
found in the Appendix. 

Another Act was passed on the 22nd June, 1842, 
and was entitled " An Act for regulating the sale 
of Waste Lands in the Australian Colonies and in 
New' Zealand." • One of the principles of this 
colony had hitherto been, that all its lands should 
be disposed of at the uniform price of £l. per acre, 
and that all the proceeds of lands so sold should 
be employed in bringing out labouring emigrants 
to the colony ; but this new Act requires that all 
pnblic lands, except blocks of 20,000 acres, shall be 
pat up to public auction at a minimum price of not 
less than £1. per acre, and stipulates only for the 
certain application of one half of the proceeds of 
such land sales to the purpose of emigration.'}' 

Up to October 1842 the news of these measures 
did not reach the colony; the"Taghone" having 
sailed before the passing of the above Acta, only 
brought out the disastrous news of the dishonour 
of Captain Qrey*s drafts ; but although she sailed 
nx weeks after Captain Grey's hills were pre- 
sented, and refused acceptance, there was not a 
single despatch for the Governor on board an- 
nouncing this &ct officially. Whilst I distinctly 

* For thia Land Sule'Act — ride Appendix. 

t Lord Studejr'a deipKtch umouQcing the pusing of these 
two Acta is Sated 15th September, 1842 : thus two whale 
nontha are Buffered to elapae without informing the OoTemor of 
theae important d 
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^<iwfi\ftim any intentioDal disrespect to the authoritiea 
of the Colonial Office in making these remarks, I 
have been thus particular in alluding to this want 
of punctuality on a subject which so deeply affected 
the weliare of the colony, as it illustrates the almost 
total impossibility there seems to exist, for the Prin- 
cipal and Under Secretaries of State for the Colonies, 
from the multifariousness of their duties, to attend 
to the important interests of the numerous colonies 
with that promptitude which their several interests 
require. 

Not so with the unfortunate holders of those 
bills ; they had all recaved the notarial protests by 
the " Taglione," with all the celerity usually attend- 
ing upon the transmission of bad news; and Captain 
Grey's most unpleasant situation may be easily 
imagined, being without a word of explanation from 
the Home authorities why these bills were not paid, 
or instructions how to act with r^ard to them. He 
says in his despatch of 16th October, 1842, on this 
subject : " The disappointed claimants have not 
" only abused me in the most violent manner in 
" the public prints, and harassed me in every pos- 
" sible way, but they threaten me with an 
*' appe&I to your Lordship, and even with impeach- 
" ment. Here, therefore, I am attacked as neg- 
" leering altogether the interests of the colonists 
" and regarding only that of the Home Govem- 
*' ment ; whilst, from the hct of my bills having 
" been dishonoured, I fear that I am r^arded in 
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" England as having erre(t in the contrary extreme. 
" Whilst I am on this subject I think it of impor- 
" tance to call attention to the &ct, that Colonel 
*' Gawler, in contracting these debts, led the colo- 
" nists to understand that they would be paid by 
" the British Treasury ; and nothing appears to 
" have taken place which could have led them to 
" suppose they would have been entailed as a 
" burden upon the colony." 

His financial difficulties increased very materially, 
the banks refused to negotiate any more of his 
drafts, and be was obliged to have recourse to a 
loan irom the Commissariat Chest of £1800. to 
carry on the Government. 

On the 24th December, 1842, Governor Grey 
at length received Lord Stanley's despatch an- 
nouncing the dishonour of his drafts in May pre- 
ceding, of which the following is an extract : — 

" The jostiflcation which you have urged for the coorw Ulcea 
by yon is in >abstance this, — that yon nnderstand that all the 
billa draTD fay yoar predeceiBOT irere to be accepted and paid, 
and that the claims in tatiifaction of which you were about to 
dnw tbeae billa were aimilar to those on account of which 
OoTemor Oawler drew his bille. 

" It ia true that, in order to Buatain the credit of the Colooial 
GoTeromeot, the Home Government nltimately consented to prtf- 
Tide for the payment of all Governor Gawler's bills ; bnt yoa 
appear to have overlooked the fact, that Qovemor Gawler's 
conduct in drawing those bills was strongly disapproved of, snd 
that it formed one of the principal grounda of his recall. Yon 
wore warned not to draw any bills without having previoualy 
E 2 
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received ntliority to do no; and not to take any meunres m 
youT own anthority for tbe settlement of the debt. 

" On that aubject the Lords CommiBaiouen of the Treuoiy 
expreated themselTes in the following terms : — 

" ' My Lords cannot anticipate any cinmmstsnces which 
■faonld make it either necessary or advisable that the Local 
GoTemment sbonid adopt any proceedings with respect to that 
debt until the determination of Parliament ia made known.' 

" It does not appear that these bills were drawn by yon on 
Bccoant of any exigency of the pnblic service of the colony. 
All the bills drawn by Governor Gawler were attempted to be 
justified on this ground. Billa have likewise been dnwa by yon 
for the same reason to the extent of £16,000. which billa mn 
duly accepted, and others may be expected of the same kind, 
particularly on acconnt of the panper emigrants. 

" Her Majesty's Government are very unwillingly compiled 
to come to the conclusion, that the hills now under considera- 
tion ought not to be accepted. They were drawn, not only 
without anthority, but also contrary to the express letter of your 
instructions. When the very liberal asaistaoce which ia pro- 
posed to be given to the colony at the expense of the mother 
couDtry, and the steadily improving condition of the South Ans- 
tralian finances are considered, there can be no reaaon to donbt 
(he ability of the Colonial Government to provide, in conformity 
witii the arrangement which has been agreed upon between the 
Treasury and the Secretary of State, for the debt, in'satisfaction 
of which these billa were drawn. Neither wilt the non-accep- 
tance of the bills injure that jnat and necessary credit whicl^ ia 
indispensable to enable the Colonial Government to carry on its 
fnnctiosa. No apprehension need be entertained, for instance, 
of your being nnable to get billa cashed for tbe support of 
the pauper emigrants, in ease you should find it necessary to 
draw again for that purpose after the adoption of the arrange- 
ments which you have been directed to make, with a view to the 
diminution of the number of persons supported at the expense 
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of the ColoDul Gorernmeiit, and to the eqaaliution of the 
leTenne and ezpeDditnre of the Qorernment. If there wen 
any doubt u to joaz being tbie to get billa cubed whicli yoa 
might find it necetaary to draw for this porpooe, the cnee might 
be proTided for by the iuue to yoa of inatractiona Bpedfic&lly 
aathoriiiug yon to draw bilLe for the support of the panper 
'emigrants. 

" Her Majesty*! OaremiDeiit are atill of opinion that the aaaia- 
tance whieh it has been already proposed to afford to the colony 
is the ntmoat which can be expected from the liberality of this 
country, and they see nothing in the present case which should 
induce them to throw upon the British public expenses for 
which it had been detenniiied, upon mature consideration, that 
the colony should be left to provide. 

" It only remains to convey to you the instructions of Her 
Blajesty's Oofemment, respecting the line of conduct to be 
adopted by yon npon the bills being returned to yon disho- 
noured. The obUgation of the Colonial Government originally 
consisted of certain unsettled claims, which it was the intention 
of the authorities in this country should be investigated and 
reported npon. and be converted, so fsr as they were founded 
upon justice, into debentures, besring interest at five per cent., 
and payable at the discretion of the Colonial Oovemment. You 
have now drawn bills upon the Treasury in dischsige of these 
claims, and these bills have been dishonoured, and will be re- 
turned to you, chargeable with interest from the date at which 
they would have become payable, if they had been accepted. 
The obligation of the Colonial Oovemment is therefore now 
represented by the amount of the bills, with the addition of the 
charge for interest from the dat« at which (hey expired. 

" Under these drcnmstances Her Majesty's Govenunent ars 
of opinion that the debentures to he issued under the previous 
instmction should be deKvered to the holders in exchange for 
their bills, and should bear interest from the date at which the 
billi dravrn by you npon the Lords Commissioners of the Tre»- 
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anry would hare become due if ibej had been accepted, the Ulb 
beiag returned to the Colonial Government by the holders pre- 
tioaaly to the delivery of the debentaree. You viU be fnr' 
niahed with a atatemeut of the dates at which the bills shall be 
presented at the Treasory. ****•• 

" In communicating to yon this decision, I think it right to 
conTcy to yon the asanrance that, although her Majesty'a ' 
GoTeroment hare seen reason to disapprove of this partienlaT 
proceeding) yet, in other respects, the tenor of yonr adminittni-' 
tion, so far as it haa fallen within their cogniaance, has been 
such aa to leave unimptured the con&deuce of the Government 
in the pnidence and discretion of your measures. 
" I have, &c. 
(Signed) « STANLEY. 

" Governor Grey, Sec. &c," 

Lord Stanley gives no good reason for refusing to 
pay those bills beyond that they were drawn without 
special authority. He says that Captain Grey ought 
to have recollected, that although Colonel Crawler's 
bills were ultimately paid, his having drawn them 
was the cause of his recall. But the views expressed 
in Lord Stanley's despatch do not justify the course 
he pursued in refusing to place those few additional 
thousand pounds on the same footing as the re- 
mainder of the grant; an attentive perusal of 
Governor Grey's despatch clearly showing, that 
those claims wete composed of precisely similar 
ones which the British Government had thought it 
incumbent upon themselves to pay '* to support 
the credit of the Government". The thanks of the 
colonists of South Australia will always be due to 
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Lord Stanley for the way in which he on these 
oocasions of the Parliamentary inquiry supported 
our necessities ; and the statesman-like views he 
expressed at this and a former period, redound not a 
little to his honour, bat unfortunately, whilst his Lord- 
ship adTocated our interests this time, he acted no less 
unjustly to the Colony at other times. The British 
Parliament acknowledged the liability of the Home 
Grovemment for the acts of the Representative of the 
Crown, by granting so large a sum as they did ; the 
£35,000. not included in that grant, were precisely of 
a similar nature, in contracting which debt. Colonel 
Gawler led the colonists to understand that they 
would be paid by the British Treasury.* Why then 
should this sum be entailed as a burden on the 
colony? Lord Stanley, representing the British 
Government on this occasion, stands in the position 
of debtor to the colonuts for certain sums ad- 
vanced by them for the service of Government ; to 
the greater part of these creditors his Lordship 
gives 20s. in the pound, to the remainder, whose 
claims are just as well substantiated (some of them, 
those for surveys for instance, much more legiti- 
mate) only 10s., by ordering them to be paid in 
colonial debentures at five per cent, interest To 
parties in England not conversant with the subject 
this may appear a very satis&ctory arrangement ; a 
very few words will, however, convince them of the 
contrary. 

* Pariiameiitaiy Papen. 
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In the first place, the colonists are kept waiting' 
for eighteen months before they get any settlement 
at all ; their claims are then arraoged by the Gover- 
nor's bills on the Lords of the Treasury, to gek 
vhich cashed they were obliged to pay the banks 
five per cent, diecount. The bills are sent to Eng- 
land and refiiBed acceptance ; now the lawyers get 
hold of them ; in addition to the expense for noting 
protest there is the charge of twenty per cent, for 
re-exchange, which, according to the commercial 
laws of the colony, every endorser of a bill on Eng- 
land is liable for, if that bill is not paid. The 
lawyers in the colony are then instructed by the 
banks to request an early reimbursement from the 
unfortunate endorsers, which they have it not in 
their power to do, further than by handing over the 
debentures hearing five per cent interest, whilst the 
current rate of bank iuterest in the colony was then 
from ten to twelve per cent., and is now eight per 
cent. A child might guess the consequences to nine 
out of ten of the holders of these bills — the expenses 
on the returned bills being nearly half the amount 
of the bills themselves, are finally settled by an ad- 
vertisement of the sherifi^ in the public papers, an- 
nouncing the property of A., B., or C, for peremp- 
tory sale ! 

Is this way of settling the just claims of her 
Majesty's subjects upon the Government in conso- 
nance with English custom ? Is this act of injus- 
tice worthy of a great nation ? No, it is not ! And 
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as the hardship of the case has been repeatedly 
brought under Lord Stanley's notice by the sufferers, 
he cannot plead ignorance of these fects. But the 
invariable answer has been : — *'It is a hard case, 'tis 
" true, but we have already given so much, we can- 
" not give more." Surely, if as Lord Stanley in 
the above-mentioned debates stated, the country was 
at that time not in a fit state to grant this £30,000. 
and the £84,000. due to the emigration fund, be 
might at a subsequent period have completed the 
measure of his benefits to the colony by even a 
tardy act of common justice. Had he again come 
before Parliament and stated, that there was still a 
number of British subjects — far enough away, it is 
true, to prevent the voice of their complaint being 
heard — who were either entirely ruined or greatly 
distressed by the non-fulfilment of the engagements 
of the Queen's representative, over whose acts they 
never had any control, there might have been a little 
more grumbling— a few more narrow-minded men 
like the hon. member for Coventry, of 1842, might 
have possibly preferred sacrificing the political ex- 
istence of an integral portion of the British Colonial 
Empire, by abandoning it to its fate, as he proposed 
to do, for the sake of a few paltry thousands, — but 
that spirit of seeing justice done, which is engrafted 
in most Englishmen's hearts, would have carried 
the day, all claims would have been settled, and the 
minister's name would have been engraved in letters 
of gold in the history of the colony. 
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It is difficult, nay, impossible to allude to these 
financial affairs of the colony, the most eventfiil 
period of its past history, without in some measure 
reflecting upon those erroneous views which led 
Colonel Gawler into expending sums, which he 
ought to have known could never have been forth- 
coming in England. But I am far from joining in 
that sweeping and wholesale abuse with which 
Colonel Gawler has been on all sides assailed in 
consequence. A few words which fell from Lord 
Stanley, in his speech above alluded to, go far to 
soften the blame he laid himself open to, which were, 
" That Governor Gawler, having two masters, (the 
" Qovemment and the Commissioners,) received in- 
" structions of a very conflicting nature, which he 
" knew not how to execute." 

During the year 1842, no less than 136 writs 
were passed through the sheriff's court, and 37 fiats 
of insolvency were issued. In one important respect 
the disastrous consequences of the losses sustained 
in the colony by the non-payment of the Govern- 
ment debts, had a beneficial influence; out of 1,916 
houses that had been built in Adelaide, 642 were in 
Dec. 1 842, totally deserted, from the number of 
people who had found their way into the country, 
and by their means 19,000 acres were brought under 
cultivation, the produce of which was estimated at 
£98,000. His Excellency, in his despatches, pays a 
high compliment to the energetic manner in which 
the country gentlemen were exerting themselves to 
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retrieve thar losses, adding his regret that their 
means and enei^es were, in the first instance, so 
much misdirected. 

In alluding to the inhabitants of the colony gene- 
rally, after commending their high moral state and 
the great security to life and property which pre- 
vails tbronghout the proTince, he adds, *' That con- 
" sidering the d^ree of political excitement which 
" prevailed, and the distress whioh his reduction 
" caused, their conduct must, on the whole, be re- 
'* garded as highly creditable to themselves ; and 
" now, looking back upon the great changes through ' 
" which they so suddenly passed, he felt rather in- 
" clined to extenuate than to blame any intemperate 
" language or conduct which some few individuals 
" may have been guilty of." 

" Nothing contributed so much to this desirable 
state of things, as the feet of Gtovemor Grey 
having taken upon himself the responsibility to 
pay the outstanding claims. Had he not paid 
the numerous Government creditors of all ranks 
of life, who were hanging about Adelaide in ex 
pectation of the payment of the just debts due to 
them by the Government, they never would have 
been induced to abandon the town for the coun- 
try."* And the man who writes to the Home 
Government in this strain, is he, who was at that 
time, to my knowledge, made the object of the 
most unjust and violent attacks at lai^ public 
meetings in the colony, called ostensibly for the 
* Puliimeiitarj Papei*. 
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insane purpose of petitioning her Majesty's Govern- 
ment for his recall. 

By the end of 1842, a perfect system of tenders for 
the Government service was introduced, an Emigra- 
tion and Audit Board were established, internal illicit 
distillation was for the first time put an end to, and 
the revenue thereby protected, and in all the Govern- 
ment offices a perfect system of regularity and effi- 
ciency was introduced. This latter was by no means 
an easy task, as shortly before Governor Grey's ar- 
rival, the old Government House had been burnt 
down, with the letters and public documents it con- 
tained, thus cutting off all his means of reference. 
Provisions of all sorts continued low, and the only 
articles which were rising in price were *' ploughs 
and harrows ;" indeed, when the harvest was ready, 
there was a great scarcity of hands to reap it, and 
so great was the emei^ency and the danger of 
losing a large portion of it, that the Governor 
allowed the soldiers, and all Government employes 
who could for the moment be dispensed with, to 
offer their assistance to their friends wherever it 
was wanted. 

Governor Grey also made an arrangement this 
year with the South Australian Company regarding 
the Port Road. This road had been constructed by 
the Company at an expense of £13,400., under an 
agreement with Colonel Gawler, by which they 
were entitled to receive from the Government inte- 
rest at the rate of twelve per cent, on the capital 
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expended, or else to levy a toll. Captain Grey com- 
pounded for tbe capital sum, by giving the Com- 
pany 12,000 acres o^and, to be selected out of 
the surveyed districts, in full of all claims on this 
account. 

With the beginning of 1843, a pleasanter duty 
devolved on the Governor, namely, that of report- 
ing to the Home Government the gradual improve- 
ment which was taking place in the aspect of the 
affaii^ of the province. 

Every able-bodied man had now found employ- 
ment ; none but the sick and infirm were receiving 
the aid of Government, and inordinate speculation, 
that bane of the Australian colonies, had nearly 
ceased. The colonists, it is true, were poor, but they 
were fast getting out of debt, and the banks assisted 
wherever it was practicable, by affording liberal 
fecilities to those who were still embarrassed. The 
surveys were now lar in advance of the demands ; 
tens of thousands of acres were ready for selection, 
and the efficiency of this and all other departments 
went &r to prove, that the enormous reductions 
whidi had taken place, so &r from impairing, had 
greatly increased it. 

In his endeavours to raise a revenue, Giovemor 
Grey had created a great deal of dissatisfiiction by 
the imposition of exorbitant port dues. This was 
certainly a bad measure, and not in consonance with 
the liberal and enlightened view which Captain Grey 
took on all subjects relating to the welfare of the 
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province. It could answer no purpose of levenue, 
as it was calculated to prevent every vessel from re- 
turning to Port Adelaide wmeh had once incurred 
those charges ; they were, it is true, shortly after* 
wards reduced, and are now finally abolished alto- 
gether ; but it is a pity that Captain Qrey should 
have resorted to this obnoxious tax, crowned, as all 
his measures were, with success, and tending to the 
advancement of the colony. 

The whole of the land sales during 1843 did not 
comprise more than 598 acres, amounting to £613. 
13«. 9d. Amongst this small quantity of land there 
was one section of 80 acres, on the river light, 
which deserves to obtain special mention here, as 
it contained the first copper-mine worked in 
the colony, thus taking the lead in a branch of 
industry which bids fair to make South Australia 
outstrip all its competitors, in wealth and consider- 
ation. 

From this time forward, Captain Qrey continually 
ui^ed upon the Home Government the propriety of 
renewing emigration, as labour began to he very 
much wanted, and with an increasing demand, the 
settlers were now put to great straits for want of 
larm labourers and shepherds. Lord Stanley, how- 
ever, would not consent to resume emigration to 
South Australia, as be had no funds at his disposal 
for that purpose, and persisted in not recognizing 
the liabilities of the British Government to return 
the £87,000. abstracted from the emigration fund 
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during the monetary derangement of the colony, 
notwithstanding the recommendation of the Select 
Committee, of which he was himself a member. A 
partial renewal of emigration took place to New 
South Wales during the latter part of 1843, where 
it was not wanted, I myself having been in Sydney 
early in 1844, and witnessed the utter destitution 
to which the emigrauts were exposed on their ar- 
rival, from want of employment 

Strange enough, South Australia benefitted by it 
in an indirect way, as all those who could possibly 
manage it, found their way down to our colony ; so 
that in one year we obtained an increase of nearly 
900 souls to our population, all able-bodied and free 
emigrants, without having entailed a farthing's ex- 
pense on the province. 

The large amounts of money abstracted from the 
land revenues and emigratiou iiinds to meet Colonel 
Gawler's unauthorized expenditure never having 
been refunded, is another standing subject of just 
complaint by the colonists against the mother coun- 
try ; and whilst the whole of England has for some 
years been heaping abuseon the United States of North 
America for repudiating the engagements entered 
into by some of the States with foreign capitalists, 
we have here the no less glaring case of the British 
Qovemment breaking the faith solemnly pledged to 
the colonists by virtue of an Act of Parliament, 
strengthened and confirmed, as our just claims are, 
by the recommendation of a Select Committee of the 
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House of Commons,* that the amount should be 
made good by the British Government and applied 
to the legitimate purpose of emigration. The fol- 
lowing clear statement of the case is extracted from 
the Colonial Gazette : — 

" It is well Icnown that the colony of South Anstralia vas 
fonDded on the principle that the whole of tlie proceeds of the 
land sales should be applied to the parposes of emigration. 

" By the Report of the Colonization Commissioners for Sonth 
Australia, dated July 29th, 1642, it appears that the amonnt 
realised from sales of land was ^£277,119. 9s. By the blue 
book, entitled "P^ers relative to South Aostralia, 1843," it 
appears that of this sum there had been applied to other pur- 
poses thaQeniigTation,preTioastoAngnst, 1840,^656,746 14 8 
"Besides various qoarteriy advances in the 

colony from the emigration fund, np to the 

quarter ending March, 1841 , . 24,851 

" In addition to which, it appears, by the Go- 

veroor's financial returns for the year ended 

September 30th, 1842, that there had been 

received in tbe colony for land sold . . S,t30 3 

^687,427 17 8 

* On the 8th of March, 1841, the Select Committee, con- 

ustingof— 

Sir Geo. Grey, in the chair. 
Lord Howick, Lord Eliot, 

Mr. V. Smitl^ Mr. Eaikea Carrie, 

Mr. G. W. Hope, Mr. Parker, 

Lord Stanley, Mr. G. W. Wood, 

Sir W. Molesworth, Mr. Sotheron^ 

Lord Mahon, Mr. GUdstone, 

Lord Fitulan, Captain A'Conrt, 

resolved in the affirmative, "that provision onght to be made 

to repay the sum due to the Emigration fand." — Parliamentary 

Papen. 
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" There hw thag" been withdrawn, from th> porpoae to which 
the proceeds of hmcU rales were deroted by Act of Pariiameat, 
apwttrds of xiohty-bbven thousand pounds. As to the 
firatstim in the above sUtement (£56,7A6. 14f. 8ii.), the Select 
Committee of the House of Commons, of which Lord Stanle? and 
G. W. Hope, Bsq., were members, declared that it should be repaid 
and appUed to emigration— but mot onk fbnny op it has 
BBEN BcrAiD. Wheu such a glaring violation of phghted faith 
occnrs, plain honest men SHk, vrbat reason is asugned. It is 
alleged, that the original scheme on which the colony was founded 
has foiled, that Parliament baa been called upon to advance two 
hundred thmtaand pounds to relieve the colony from its financial 
embarrassments ; and that, therefore, it ia not proper " that the 
Btnoant should be swelled by the payment of sums dae from one 
branch of the service to another." This may be a very good 
reason, as between Downing- street and Park-street ; but there 
ia another party, and that the party which paid the money. Has 
their consent been obtained ? Oh! no— it was^neveraslced. We 
liave had Select Committees, and Committees of the whole Honse, 
plenty of blue hooka on the subject, bat no communication with 
the persons who paid the cash. Their rights have been disre- 
garded, becanse the public finances of the colony became em- 
barrassed. Is it not absolutely necessaryto inquire wbo^nvolved 
the colony in these embarrassments ? Who spent the ^£87,000 f 
Who is to blame 1 Does any portion of that blame attach to the 
landowners 7 Not a particle of it. Over thejexpenditure tbey 
have not the shadow of a control. Shall their rights, then, be 
effected by the conduct of others ? 

" Is the British Parliament prepared to sanction the principle, 
that the terms of a bargain may be altered to suit the convenience 
of one of the parties, the other being quite innocent of aoy act 
or deed affecting their rights, and refusing their assent all the 
timef 

" We have staled the case on the broad general principle, 
which every part of the official documenta brings out ; but there 
is a pecnliarity attaching to about je25,000. of the above amount. 
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vbieb nukea the cue atdD wane. The tmonnt wis.-|Mnd by 
ptities «hO| >t the time of paicbHing the land, told the com- 
miacionen that the money vu puA, not ao nadi for the land, 
u for the puipoM of afibrding poor Idwnnra the opportonitr 
of emigrating. 

"The character ot the Impexial Pailianimit ia uiTidTed in 
thia matter. 'Die Colonial Miniater pleada that it ia not necear 
aaiy that the anma doe from one branch of the gerrice to another 
abonld be paid, Doea the Farliameot Minction this ! 

" The debt ia not due merdj from one branch of the lenice 
to another: it ia doe by her Majeaty'a Goremment to a deaarr- 
ing daaa of her Uajeaty*! anbjecta ; it ia due by the Imperial 
Parliament to a portion of their conatitneDta. The dtmUion of 
tbe landovnera of Sonth Aoatralia, aa creditora of the Bridah 
Goremment, in reapent to the anma q>propriated to emign^ 
tion, di&ra from the faoldera of Three per cent. Conaola only 
in thia — that the former are not in poaaeaaion of a vondier, 
wbilet the Utter are. Bnt ahall tbia a&ct tiielr daim for pay- 
ment T" 

It is no doubt at all times a disagreeable du^ for 
the Miniater of the Crown to ask the British Par- 
liament for votes of money out of the regular 
course, particularly in cases where explanations of 
an unpleasant nature would be required. It is in- 
comprehensible to me why it is so difficult to 
interest the attention of Parliament on subjects 
relating to the far distant colonies, until, as in the 
case of New Zealand, mismanagement and disasters 
come BO thick, that the national honour is involved 
in the issue ; then, indeed, do the halls of West- 
minster ring long and loud with angry discussion, and 
there is no lack of prompt determination to remedy 
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the evil at ' enonuous sacrifice. But why alwaye 
wait till things are brought to such a crisis ? The 
British colonies, although one of the mainBtaye of the 
British Empire, have no direct voice in Parliament ; 
is it then unreasonable to expect that at least some 
degree of attention may be paid to our grievances 
and redress given when required ? We have here 
a body of 20,000 free British subjects, who on the 
feith of Acts of Parliament, leave the mother 
country with their fortunes and femilies to add 
new links to the chain of British dominion, already 
encircling half the globe ; to open fresh outlets for 
British manu^tures, for the employment of British 
labour, increasing the wealth and the strength of 
the mother country, besides affording abundant 
means of personal patronage to ministers them- 
selves. The Qovemmeut'make laws for us which we 
obey, without having had the least voice in their 
conception ; we are ruled by Governors, in whose 
nomination and over whose acts we have not the 
least control ; and then, when one of these Gover- 
nors plunges the colony into an ocean of debt and 
difficulty, the Home Government pays a portion of 
the debt, and tells the remaining creditors, " Oh I 
'* you must look to the future resources of the colony 
"to pay the remainder ; we have given already so 
" much, we cannot give any more," and other like 
reasonings. Our plains are broken up by the 
plough ; a bountiful Providence blesses the land with 
p2 
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immensecropsof grain, we have thoaeandB and thou- 
Bands of bushels of com more than we require, and 
although a loyal ofispring of the same parent stem, 
the mother country shuts her ports upon us, and de- 
mands from one of her proTinces an import duty 
which forbids us to send our com to England, whilst 
another province, which has waged war in open re- 
bellion, is allowed to send its surplus produce to 
England duty firee ! By Act of Parliament, the 
produce of the sales of our waste lands is pledged 
to provide free labour to make that land available ; 
instead of that, a large sum is squandered away for 
other purposes, and the Colonial Minister justifies 
his refusal to recommend the refunding of that 
sum to its original destined application, on the 
plea, " that it is a debt due from one branch of the 
service to another." At thfe foundation of the colony, 
on the strength of powers given by an Act of Par- 
liament, the fee-simple of lands in South Australia 
is vested in the purdiasers, without reserve, " with 
everything above, and everything below the sur- 
fece." And have we not seen last session a bill 
brought into Parliament by the Colonial Minister, 
to reserve the lately discovered mineral resources of 
the colony to the Crown ? to dog an important 
branch of colonial industry, which can only flourish 
when unfettered by Crovemment interference — an 
attempt, which if it is persevered in this session, 
will again crush the rising prosperity just beginning 
to dawn upon the colony, will prevent British capital 
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fioding its way to South Australia, by the sale 
of the land, thereby again puttiog a stop to emi- 
gratiou, iriUtout which our aideavoure would 
be rendered nugatory ? Is there a word misstated 
in the above ? l^et him gainsay me who can. 

The subject of emigration on an extended and 
liberal scale, to all those British colonies where 
most desirable and necessary, is one, which is well 
worthy the serious attention of our greatest states- 
men.* Theaccountsofthemisery, wretchedness, and 
want, so prevalent in many parts of England, but 
particularly in Ireland, with which the papers have 
teemed, are fresh in the memory of every body ; 
the' enormous expense of the English workhouses, 
the destitution in Ireland, amongst a class of 
people who would be welcome to us in the colony, 
as the blessed dew which refreshes the earth : are 
these not sufficient reasons, to turn the attention 
of our legislators to the means of assisting these 
poor people to reach a land where plenty and 
independence will be their portion, where a b^^ar 
is unknown, a land producing food for tens of thou- 
sands, whilst there are only scores to consume it 7 

It is indeed to be hoped that this important 
subject may soon receive that attention frvm Par- 

* Laing, in bis elabonte piiae esuj on "The anies mi 
mmedlMfor the exitting distres* in the country," laya, — "It is 
K B&bject moat important mnd the moat intiuutel; connected 
with the deatiniet of the EngUah nation." 
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liament which it deserves, and that tardy justice 
may be done to our colony, by appropriating 
m soon aa possible the amount due to our emigra- 
tion fund for the last three years, to furnish us with 
the labour so much required, and which will be 
sure to bring a tenfold return to Great Britain in a 
very short space of time. 

The sereral valuable statistical tables contained 
in this volume, compiled under the authority of 
the Oovemment and published officially in South 
Australia for general information, are a strong 
and undeniable commentary on the immense re- 
sults attained during the period of his Excellency's 
administration. From the commencement of 1843, 
that is eighteen months afler his assumption of office, 
a gradual, but steadily increasing improvement took 
place in the affairs of the colony, which has con- 
tinued up to the present day without interruption, 
until South Australia has attained a degree of pros- 
perity, in vain to be sought for to the same pro- 
portionate extent, in any other foreign dependency 
of the British Crown. Every department of the 
Government is in a most efficient state ; the revenue 
of the colony exceeds the expenditure ; the value 
of the exports, those of the imports ; and the Go- 
vernor has commenced paymg off the deben- 
tures so unjustly entailed upon our colony by Uie 
Home Government. 

In July of 1845, his Excellency thought himself 
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justified, from the satisfactory state of the revenue, 
to confer the immeuBe boon on the colony, of abo- 
lishing the whole of the port chaises on ships of all 
nations without exception ; all the ports of South 
Australia are now declared free ports in the most 
extensive aenae of the word ; vessels may put in any 
where, without having to incur a single farthing of 
expense, (for even the pilots are furnished to the 
vessels gratis.) To the Members of Council who so 
cordially seconded his Excellency in passing this 
wise measure, the thanks of every friend of the 
colony are in a like manner due.* 

So great a benefit was not received by the colo- 
nists without a corresponding d^ree of grateful 
acknowledgment. Under the chairmanship of the 
sheriff of the colony, a public meeting was held in 
the Supreme Court House at Adelaide, which was 

' An Adelaide paper uya on this subject :— 

" Qoremor Qrej ttauds in the proud position of being the 
fint in the Anitralian colonies to follow the enlightened policy 
ohgioally adopted by Sir Stamford Baffles at Singapore, and 
which has there proved to be so triomphantly successful. Witb 
one voice the colonists here will bless him for what he has done, 
and his name will go down to posterity as a beneftctor of the 
country. To ns it gives pecnliar pleasure, because we have for 
Uw last three yean nnremittJngly ^wken and written in favour 
of some such measure. At the same time, we candidly admit, 
that we*are completely taken by surprise ; as we had not imagined 
that the difficulties in the way conld have been so suddenly and 
so txinmphantly o 
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attended by every person of reapectability. and in- 
telligence, — and not the least pleasing and gratify- 
ing part of the day's proceedings was, that the 
greatest unanimity prevailed in passing the different 
resolutions ; the meeting having been attended even 
by those who had had personal differences with the 
. Governor on matters of private business. The fol- 
lowing address, carried by acclamation, was pre- 
sented to the Governor by a deputation from the 
meeting : — 

" To his EzceUcQcy George Orej, Esquire, Goiemor and Gom- 
mander-in<Cbief of her Majeat/s province of South Aoa- 
trolia, and Tice-Adtniral of the same. 
" May it please your Eicellency — 

"We, the nnderaigned, citinni and prorincial tettlera of the 
aboTe-m ent ion ed British colony, approach your Excellency for the 
pnrpoae of expressing onr deep sense of the benefits conferred 
npon the colony by your able, Ecaloiis, and diluent administra- 
tion of the pnblic afiaira, and more espedaUy in spontaneously con- 
ceding the aboHtion of all harbour rates and port dues and 
chaises, on the 3Td of July instant, whereby the ports of the 
province have not only become freely open to British commerce, 
but to the ships of all other friendly nations. 

" Seeing the eminent sncceas which has attended similar colo- 
nial administrative measnres in other parts of the globe, parti- 
cnlarly in the British colonies of Singapore and the Cape of Good 
Hope, we fully anticipate for your Excellency's recent act the 
entire approval and gracious conBrmation of onr beloved Sove- 
reign, whilst we are firmly persaaded that, as respects the influ- 
ence of your Excellency's highly popular measure of fiscal en- 
franchisement upon the colonial finances, the results will be fUly 
confirmatory of the soundness of yoor pohcy. 
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" Blessed with a plentiful mU, a genial climate, incalcnlable 
natoral abilities, with moral element* and powers, and peculiar 
constitutional exemptions, for which the colonists cannot be sut'- 
fidentlf thankful, the province of Sonth Australia is at kngtli 
fulfilling the fond predictions of its founders and friends, and 
will indeed become ' one of the brightest gems in the imperial 
diadem of Britain' — an object worthy of a pare and exalted 
ambition. 

"Whilst we thas think and contemplate your Excellency's h^h 
poaitioD in the honoonble appointment to which yoa have been 
elected by oar gracioas Sovereign, we would not forget the carea, 
anxieties, and responsibilitieB which oie inseparable from a coo. 
aciendons discharge of the fancdons nf a Governor, or the duties 
of cheerful obedience and lealoos co-operation, which (as far 
•a in DS Uea,) we are bonnd to manifest towards yon as the worthy 
delegate of soTereign power. 

" We respectfully offer to yoar Excellency our grateful acknow- 
ledgmenta and hearty congratulations upon the new era which 
has commenced in your Excellency's administrative progreas, 
and to assure you of our sincere desire to promote your honour- 
able exertiona, to strengthen your Excellency's handa, and 
aealously to co-operate io all your virtuous efforts to eo* 
auR the enduring welfare of our newly adopted and beloved 
country." 

To vhich his ExcelleDcy was pleased to make 
the following reply : — 

" To the Deputation who presented, and the Gentlemen who 
signed the address. 

"Gentlemen, — I am much gratified at the proof which the 
address you have presented to me affords, that I have been for- 
tunate enough, in my administration of the afiairs of this 
Government, to succeed in carrying out to some extent her 
Majesty's views for the welfare and happiness of her Hajeaty's 
subjects in South Australia. 
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"The piomation of tb«se objecta baa mlvayi been to me > 
eonrce of the most anxioiu solicitDde i uid I have been encour- 
aged to penevere in my efforts to attain them, notvithatanding 
the manj difficolties I have had to contend against, bj the confi- 
dence and approbation of her Majesty'a advisers, by the warm 
and efficient support of mj Legislative Council, and by the cor- 
dial oo-operation of the rariouB officers of my Qovemment, to 
Those ability and indaetry 1 am much indebted. 

" The state to vbich, with these advantages, I had succeeded 
in bringing the finantnal afiain of this Government, made me feel 
justified in proposing to the Legislative Council the abolition of 
all rates, dues, and charges upon shipping resorting to the har- 
bours of this province, as well as of all wharfage rates beretofoie 
levied upon goods landed in the province of South AnstTalia; 
and I trust that the results of this measure, which I believe to 
be eminently calculated to foster and encourage colonial trade 
and enterprise, and which received the cordial and unanimous 
support of the Legislature, will prove as beneficial as you appear 
to anticipate. 

" My sincere thanks are doe to yaw for the assurance yon have 
afibrded me of your desire to co-operate with me in my efforts to 
ensure the permanent welfare of your newly adopted country, 
to promote the interests of which, and of yourselves and chil- 
dren, has been for some years past, and will continue to be, the 
constant object of my thoughts and exertions. 

" G. GEBY. 

" Cfotemmail-Sotue, AtUlaide, 
Jtd^ 25tA, 1846." 

TherevenuederivedaDQuallyfrom the port charges 
amounted to about £2,000. ; the increase in the duties 
on certain articles to meet this deficiency is esti- 
mated at £1,370.; there will still be a present loss of 
£700. or £800. per annum ; but, although the posi- 
tive benefit of the measure will probably not appear 
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for Bome twelve montlis or so, until the news is suf- 
ficiently circulated, the eventual result will doubt- 
less be, to cause an increase in the revenue instead of 
a loss. 

This measure derives the more importance, from 
our colony having lately pKtduced^uch large quan- 
tities of copper and lead ores, for the transport to 
England of which, much additional tonnage will 
be required, which we have now a certainty of ob- 
taining, as vessels &om the neighbouring colonies 
will find it answer their purpose to come to South 
Australia for their dead weight, prior to loading 
with wooL 

It may not be out of place to mention here, that 
on the day on which his Excellency introduced the 
bill for abolishing the port dues, one- of the mem- 
bers, the Honourable Jacob Hagen, stated, that a 
ship was in sight coming up the Gulf, and it 
was resolved, in order that this ship might be the 
first to benefit by the Act, that the Council, after 
having had the bill read a first and second time in 
the morning's sitting, should meet again in the 
evening, which was accordingly done, when the bill 
was read a third time and passed. This ship turned 
out to be the " Cheerful," from Manilla, with tea, 
sugar, &c. 

At the very time that Governor Grey had thus^ 
by this admirable and enlightened measure, gained 
the cordial and unanimous confirmation of the good 
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Opinion already so generally felt for him in the 
colony, the Home Oovernment had determined 
upon conrerring upon him the honourable, though 
arduous tast of the administration of the colony of 
New Zealand. The disasters which have be&lleu 
that unfortunate 'country are fresh in the recollec- 
tion of every one ; nor is it incumbent upon me to 
allude to them at all, excepting as it regards the 
severe loss it entails upon South Australia, by de- 
priving US of our able Gk>vemoT. The press has 
teemed with publications on the New Zealand 
affairs, which all go to prove, that the task imposed 
by her Majesty's Government on Captain Grey is 
as difficult a one, as has ever occurred in colonial 
history. In the course of the debates in Parliament 
in June last year, the Ministers of the Crown an- 
nounced their intention of imposing the Govern- 
ment of New Zealand on Captain Grey, aiul it will 
be no little gratification to him, to read in the dif- 
ferent speeches that occurred, the high opinion en- 
tertained of his abilities by those from whom praise 
is indeed worth having. One or two honourable 
members questioned the propriety of conferring so 
responsible a post, on a gentleman still so young in 
years and of inferior rank. Some even suggested 
that the military rank and &me of Sir Henry Pot- 
tinger should be employed in this important mis- 
sion ; but as they, perhaps, were not so well ac- 
quainted with Governor Grey's qualifications as 
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the ministry are, their difference of opinion is ex- 
cusable. 

I take pride in reflecting, that in that same month, 
June 1845, at the great annual meeting of the 
fiiends of South Australia in Freemasons' Hall, I 
as a colonist, expressed my firm opinion, founded on 
my knowledge of the man, that the British Qovern- 
ment " could not have selected any one more 
" adapted to the ui^ent necessities of New Zealand 
" than Governor Grey." His Excellency will not 
land in New Zealand as a person to whom that 
line of policy, peculiar to the intercourse of Euro- 
peans with savage tribes, is unknown. I am finaly 
convinced that Captain Grey has intimately studied, 
and made himself master of the whole of the New 
Zealand affairs ; but his is indeed an undertaking 
of no ordinary magnitude and difficulty ; it involves 
not alone the adjustment of a financial, but a 
political state of total disorganization. The former 
will requireall his talent as a financier, (which he has 
proved himself to possess in an uncommon degree,) 
to restore to a sound basis ; the latter will doubtless 
call forth the exercise of other talents, which only 
require opportunity to shine forth. If he is young 
in years, he is old in wisdom, and the absence 
of high rank does not necessarily carry with it 
• inaptness for the filling of high offices ; for the 
talent of a Pitt, or Peel, required no high-sounding 
titles to place them at the head of British statesmen. 
In the prime of life, accustomed, from bis travels in 
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Australia to bear with fotigiies and harassing hard- 
ships, possessed of a spirit of unshaken firmness and 
determination, intiroately conversant with the cha- 
racter of the natives of the southern hemisphere, 
and a thorough financier, Captain Grey — if he goes 
to New Zealand unshackled by any partial instruc- 
tions from Home authorities, as to the line of policy 
circumstances may make it incumbent upon him to 
pursue in that colony — will retrieve the errors of his 
predecessors, if it is possible for any man to restore 
order in such a chaos of conflicting interests. From 
South Australia he will take with him the universal 
good opinion and esteem of the colonists, and the 
regret at losing our excellent Governor, will be 
lessened by the earnest hope which every good 
colonist will entertain, that success may attend his 
exertions there, as it did in South Australia, and 
that, whilst he will thereby be restoring the bless- 
ings of peace and prosperity to that important and 
ill-used colony, he will be adding laurels to his own 
reputation. 

Captain Grey is succeeded in the Government 
of South Australia by Major Holt Robe, 87th 
Regiment, late Military Secretary at Gibraltar, 
who proceeded overland via India, in July last, 
and would probably arrive in Adelaide in October, 
when Captain Grey will immediately depart for 
New Zealand. 
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CHAPTBR I. 

GENkRAL PBATURES OP THE COLOKY — AMOUNT OT AORI- 
CULTURAL, PATTORAL, AND BARREN LAND — WATKR —FORT 
LINCOLN — RITOLI BAT. 

The fact of there belug a vast Island called 
Australia or New Holland, a great many thousand 
miles distant, that it is colonized by English, and 
that large quantities of wool are sent home from 
there, is pretty generally known ; but that is all. 
Notwithstanding that there exist a host of publica- 
tions on the subject, most people in England, 
however well informed on other matters, appear 
to be quite in the dark as to the locality of the 
several colonies, each a kingdom in size. It is a 
common occurrence to hear people confounding 
one for the other, and mixing up New South Wales, 
Van Diemen's Land, Swan River; Port Phillip, and 
South Australia, in glorious confusion ; I have 
frequently been asked by people in England, 
(bearing that I came from South Austraha,) afbr 
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friends of theirs, who had probably gone to another 
colony 1500 miles from my own locality. I waa 
even credibly informed that one of our legislators 
of exalted rank, looked for South Australia, when 
the affiiirs of that colony were on the '* tapis," some- 
where up in Torres Straits ! How to account for 
this lack of information, I leave to wiser heads than 
my own. To those of my readers who would wish 
to become better acquainted with the colony of 
which this volume is descriptive, I would in the 
first place recommend a glance at the accompanying 
map, which will at once point out to them the 
geographical position. 

The province, or colony of South Australia, is 
situated on the south coast of the great continental 
Island of New Holland ;• the Act 4 and 6 Will. IV. 

* Mr. firaim, in his History of New South Vaiea, dividea the 
continent of Australia into tvo halves, the western one he calls 
New Holland, the eastern New South Wales; page 6 of »ol 1. he 
BRys ; " SoDth Australia comprises a part of the territory of New 
Sonth Wales, but ia a separate colony." This an extraordinary 
assertion, coming, as it does, from the head-master of Sydney 
College ; and I am quite at a loss whence Mr. Braim has derived 
his authority, for this very novel geographical partition of Australia. 
Sonth Australia never did form n part of the territory of New Sonth 
Wales, nor has such an assertion (0 my knowledge ever been pnt 
forth, till Mr. Braim does so, with all the authority of the well 
known doctor, when he said: "nonsavons tout change celal" 
Sooth Australia is not ambitions of such a parentage. I also 
take the liberty of correcting another mistake of Mr. Braim'a ; 
Captain Sturt, namely, ia not, and never was, the Resident 
Commiasioser of the Sonth Anatraliaa Company. 
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fixes its limits between the 26th decree of south 
latitude and the sea coast, aad the 132nd and 141st 
degrees of east longitude. The area extends over 
300,000 square miles, or close upon 200,000,000 
acres of land, which is twice the size of Qreat Britain 
and Ireland. 

Two immense inland seas or gnlfe indent the 
coast here; Spencer's Oulf on the west, and St 
Vincent's Gulf on the east ; the two being separated 
by a long and narrow neck of land, called Yorke's 
Peninsula. Immediately in front, and lying across 
the entrance of St Vincent's Gulf, is Kangaroo 
Island, a large, and generally speaking, barren 
island, serving as an admirable barrier to break 
the force of the Southern Ocean, and containing 
several safe and commodious harbours, into which 
vessels can at all times run for shelter, if necessary. 

The passage into the Gulf through Investigator's 
Strait on the west, and Backstairs Passage on the 
east side, are both wide and safe ; these, with the 
navigation of the Gulf itself, are perfectly free from 
hidden dangers ; others, the mariner with ordinary 
precaution may easily guard against, and any vessel 
may, with the aid of the lead line, sail up the Gulf 
with perfect confidence even at night till she 
reaches the light ship, where a pilot boards her, and 
takes her safely into the port. 

When the first colonists arrived in St. Vincent's 
Gulf in 1836, the existence of a safe harbour was 
quite unknown ; owing to the shores being 
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low, and overgrown with the mangroTe, and a small 
island ' partially hiding; the entrance to it, this 
harbour remained for many days undiscovered ; 
Colonel Light and others belonging to his party, 
having long searched for it in vain. The very day 
it was discovered, the first vessel that had ever dis- 
turbed the stillness of its waters, sailed into it ; since 
then hundreds of vessels, many of great size and 
draught, have proved its safety and commodiousness. 
At Cape Jervis, the southern point of the colony, 
a range of hills abruptly rises from the shore, conti- 
nuing northwards close to the east shore of the Gulf, 
for about forty miles ; it there recedes from it to the 
distance of from fifteen to thirty miles, up to the 
thirty-fourth degree of south latitude; here one 
branch strikes off to the west of north until it loses 
itself in the sandy shores of Lake Torrens ; the main 
line of range continues due north, rather inclined to 
the east ; from the furthest point to which Mr. Burr 
followed up the range, it appeared to continue with 
undiminished, if not increased height, as &r as he 
could see ; and Cape York, on the north coast of New 
Holland, being in the line of direction, and a similar 
projection to what Cape Jervis is on the south, Mr. 
Burr is of opinion that this range runs through the 
whole continent, as it is contrary to the rules gene- 
rally followed by nature, that the main range of a 
country should be suddenly chopped off in the 
interior. Captain Sturt's exploration, now going 
on, will shortly throw more light on this subject 
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There are not many high peaks in any of these 
ranges ; Mount Lofty 2334 feet. Mount Barker 
2331 feet in the south; and to the north there 
is Mount Horrocks, 1984; the Razorback, 2922; 
Mount Bryant, 3012; Black Rock Hill, 2750 
feet; Mount Arden, Mount BrOTrn, and Mount 
Victor. 



Hoant Victor. 

The general feature of these ranges, are moderately 
high and steep hills, mostly covered with different 
kinds of timber, and in parts thickly wooded, in 
others more bare ; they are throughout, excepting 
the tops of the ridges, which are always rocky,, 
(the Soil having been gradually washed away by 
the rains,) covered with verdant sward, affording 
abundant and very nutritious pasturage to our herds 
and flocks. The geological formation of the ranges, 
and the qualities of the soil, will be particularized in 
following chapters. 

South Australia abounds in beautiful park-like 

scenery ; the groups of trees planted by the hand of 

a 2 
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nature assume in hundreds of places, and for many 
acres in extent, a degree of elegant landscape ar- 
rangement, not to be exceeded by art; it is true, 
our trees are not to be compared to the king of the 
forest, or the many species of noble trees grown in 
England ; but, excepting in the densely wooded 
foreste, where their growth has been impeded by 
poor soil, the gum-tree (Eucalyptus) often rears his 
head proudly to the skies, and stretches forth gigan- 
tic arms from a powerful trunk ; the she-oak tree, 
(casuartna) with its drooping branches and thread- 
like leaves, is not without elegance, and the beauty 
of the many tribes of acacias and other flowering 
shrubs, with which the country teems, has never been 
denied. The Mount Loft:y range of hills, imme- 
diately behind Adelaide, is covered with the stringy 
bark-tree, a most nsetul description of wood, which 
forests furnish us with an unlimited supply of wood 
for building, and the other thousand-and-one pur- 
poses of the settler. 

These, with the common pine, form the principal 
components of our forests. Whilst we have abundance 
of wood for our different uses, a peculiar and highly 
favourable feature in our province is the immense 
quantityof land, of excellent soil, ready for the plough, 
without the ruinous expense of previous clearance 
so common in the neighbouring colonies, and espe- 
cially in New Zealand, where the land frequently 
costs £50 and £60 per acre to remove the immense 
trees, and then even not extirpating the mischievous 
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fern-root, from which we are quite free in "South 
Australia. 

As far as the colony has been surveyed and ex- 
plored by parties competent to form an opinion, the 
whole of the land may be divided into three divisions ; 
one-third good open agricultural and pastural land, 
one>third wooded ranges, available for pastura^, 
and the remainder scrub and rocks ; but the expe- 
rience of the last few years has shewn us that this 
scrub bids fair to turn out the most valuable of 
any other part of the colony, all the rich mines 
having been discovered in precisely that sort of 
ground, described as rocky and scrubby. 

Water we have suflBcient for all our uses, as well 
as for the immense herds and flocks that already 
cover the country ; it is true we have not any navi- 
gable rivers except the Murray, the entrance to 
which is obstructed by a dangerous bar ; but the 
absence of navigable rivers, does not in the least 
affect the prospects of South Australia becoming 
eventually a great and densely populated country, 
as we have a good substitute in the ftivourable and 
acceftsible nature of the country, the ground afford- 
ing good natural roads without any previous labour 
or expense having been bestowed upon it ; indeed, if 
you don't mind a little jolting, you may in your gig, 
drive frt)m north to south through the province, 
without meeting with any unsurmountable natural 
obstructions of hills or creeks. 

For about five months in the year all our creeks. 
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" riverB," par excellence, are running with ddicioas 
water ; after the lainy season is over, the natural 
ponds, fonned in the hede of the riTers and creeks, 
afford a never-feiling and abnodant supply ; and 
with few exceptions, you may always rely on getting 
water by siaking wella, at from 30 to 100 feet, in 
many places under 20 feet. In some parts of the 
colony the water has, to the new comer, a rather dis- 
agreeable and slightly brackish taste, owing to the 
aluminous nature of the subsoil ; it is, however, 
a well established fact, that there is notJiing un- 
wholesome in this ; indeed, I hare myself become so 
accustomed to the taste of it, that after a length^ed 
stay in the country, upon returning to Adelaide, I al- 
most preferred the slightly brackish water I had been 
drinking in the country, to the fresh spring water 
out of the Torrens. Cattle and sheep thrive 
amaxingly on this water, and are very fond of it. 

These water holes or ponds, so common through- 
out Australia, are of very curious formation, and 
much speculation has been hazarded as to their 
origin ; the simple &ct of many of them being 
in the actual bed of creeks and rivers does not satis- 
fiictorily account for their great depth; as many 
of them never diminish very much, even during 
the height of summer, one would be led to suppose 
that they must be supplied from below by powerful 
springs, and those, who are in the habit of bathing 
in them, are aware, what a. great difference there 
exists in the temperature of the water in different 
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parts of the same pond. The sides of these ponds 
are generally also very steep, and often nndermmed 
by the water ; horses and cattle are continually 
felling in, by the banks giving way, and we have 
ourselves lost many v^uable horses in this manner, 
at our stations on the Light. 

The districts to the south of Adelaide, comprising 
valuable agricultural, and well watered land of the 
richest description, may be enumerated as follows. 

The valley of Encounter Bay in the far south ; 
— here, as well as on different headlands round 
by Cape Jervia, several whale fisheries are also 
established ; they fish for ibur months during the 
winter season, and procure on an average about 150 
tons of black oil and whalebone, put down in the 
Cnstoma returns last year, at a value of £4500, but I 
believe this season the produce has been far greater. — 
Contiguous to Encounter Bay, on the east, are 
extensive sheep and cattle runs, along the shores 
of lake Victoria and up the west bank of the river 
Murray for 100 miles; many parts of the shores of 
this lake are composed of rich land, and strips of 
alluvial soil are of frequent occurrence along the 
banks of the river, but little progress has been made 
in settling here, owing to the inteijacent barren 
scrub, which separates the river from the settled 
portion of the colony. 

Close to Cape Jervis, are the rich valleys of 
Rapid and Aldii^ Bays and Yankalilla, abounding 
in rich land and beautiful scenery. At Rapid Bay 
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extensive lodes of copper and lead have also been 
discovered. Next comes, further north, the township 
of Willunga, picturesquely situated on a gentle 
slope looking towards the Gulf — and beyond that 
you reach the river Oncaparinga, with the township 
of NoarluDga, containing a large steam flour mill, 
and a bridge of 100 feet span; the river is naviga- 
ble for small craft close to the township ; several 
veins of copper have been discovered in this neigh- 
bourhood. Crossing O'Halloran's Hill, yoti descend 
upon the Adelaide Plains, which, keeping the range 
of hills on the eastward, extend northward in un- 
broken level for near 40 miles, large portions of 
which are already fenced in and broken up. 

To the north-east of Adelaide the rich valleys of 
the Torrens, North and South Para, rivers, bring you 
to the districts of Lynedoch valley and the Barossa 
ranges, which, with the luxuriant Angas Park, the 
property, I might say the principality, of George 
Fife Angas, Esq., one of the earliest and most con- 
stant friends of the colony, are unsurpassed by any 
knd in the colony. I here give an extract irom a 
letter written to Mr. Angas by a gentleman, who 
describes his first Impressions on seeing this part of 
the country, soon aliter his arrival : 

" We were n&tnnDy very anxiciiis to get to the Barotsa, and to 
see the snrreya we had heard so much aboot, and we had not 
landed many hoon, before we were on oar way to them; we 
paaaed over the Adelaide, Para, and Oawler plains, on oar way 
thither; they are of immeDse extent, in some places a ploogh 
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might "be driTen twelve or fonrteen miles vithoat a ringle ob- 
struction, and the quality of the land equal to the best we aaw 
at the Swan. We passed large tracts of corn looking excee4- 
iogly well ; in some cases we passed blocks of com covering an 
area of 5 or 600 acres, and looking aa fine as any I had ever 
seen in England. Te reached Oawler Town, a distance of 
twenty^^ve miles from Adelaide, jast after dark, and the next 
morning coatinned oar journey. The country became increas- 
ingly beautiful every mile we rode, and we soon caught a glimpse 
in the distance of the Baroass Range. The first enrveyed land 
was that in the neighbourhood of Bethany ; we felt strangely 
ezdted as we neared it, and when it was pointed out to ns we 
gave atterance to our feelings. We then rode on in silence till 
the village of Bethany opened to as, the Oermans flocked out to 
see and welcome us, ve could not stay with them long, and 
pressed on ; every mile was more and more beautiful, and the 
loveliness and richness of both soil and scenery increased till 
we reached the termination of our journey, Salem Talley, or, aa 
it ia called by the natives, Farwerta. Onr highest espectationa 
had been not only abundantly realised, but they fell far short of 
the reality. Here we are, in the midst of an immense district, 
almost fresh from ita Msker's hands ; man had scarcely interfered 
with it ; and yet in beauty, end fertility, and grandeur, it exceeds 
anything I have ever seen even in oar own lovely isle. I have 
thought on every spot in En^and that I em acquainted with, in 
order to assist me in describing the property here to yon— that 
at Chatsworth comes nearest to it, it is the most extensive and 
beantifnl of any domain I have seen in England." 

A rich lode of copper has been discovered on 
Mr. Angas'B land, which is now being actively ex- 
plored. 

Issuing from the wood of Angaa Park and Flax- 
man's Valley, one road strikes off to the eastward 
to the Murray ; the road to the north-west leads 
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you past Captain Bagot's country residence, Koo- 
nunga, to the Light River ; undulating hills, with 
here and there patches of open forest, diversify the 
scene ; in addition to the thousands of acres of rich 
virgin soil, tempting the plough, the light has now 
become celebrated for the rich copper mines situated 
on it. Indeed, looking to the comparatively insig- 
nificant extent of ground already yielding such 
large quantities of grain for export, as compared 
■with the extent of the best land in every direction 
not yet touched, it would be difficult, with the ut- 
most stretch of the imagination, to place any limit 
to the extent of food, whether for home consump- 
tion or export, which might be produced in South 
Australia. 

Numerous branch valleys strike off from the 
mtun valley of the Light on each side, to the fer- 
tility of which I can myself speak, having livedthe 
greatest part of the time at Anlaby under Mount 
Waterloo. 

On the Light River, and from thence northwards, 
the cultivation of the soil is not carried on, except- 
ing by those settlers, who grow com for their 
own consumption; here alsc* the "bush" may be 
said to commence, as all the country to the 
north, taking in the Wakefield, Hill, Broughton, 
and Hutt Rivers, Crystal Brook, &;c. as far north 
as Mount Arden, is occupied by sheep and cattle 
farmers ; in all which districts there is no lack of 
the best soil: indeed it would appear invidious to 
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particulame any one district more than another, 
as they all more or less possess like advantages. 
Id most of the above districts, land already sur- 
veyed, is open for selection to the newly arrived 
emigrant. 

The folloTring is the diviMon of the province into 
counties, beginning in the north : Stanley, Light, 
Eyre, Gawler, Adelaide, Sturt, Hindmarsh, and 
Russell. 

On the west coast of Spencer's Gulf, is the settle- 
ment of Port Lincoln ; but, owing to many for- 
tuitous circumstances, and the limited extent of good 
back country, it has dragged on a precarious exist- 
ence, whilst the other parts of the colony have been 
prospering. It possesses a magnificent harbour, 
perhaps one of the finest in the world, and I believe 
there is also no lack of good rich country imme- 
diately round the township; probably byand bye, it 
will again come into ikvour ; just now it can hardly 
be said to be in existence, the Government establish- 
ment having been once or twice on the point of 
being withdrawn. The blacks being very hostile 
here, it would require a greater police force than the 
Government have at present at their disposal, to pro- 
tect the settlers far from the coast ; those who first 
settled there having been fairly driven out of it. 

Mr Eyre, who has traversed the coimtry herein 
all directions, knows it well ; he says of it : — 

" The great mass of the Port Lincoln Peninsula 
" is barren, arid and worthless ; and although it 
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" possesses a beautiful secure and capacious harbour, 
" with a coDTenient and pretty site for a town, and 
" immediately contig;uous to which there exists some 
" extent of fine fertile soil, with several good grassy 
" patches of country beyond, yet it can never be- 
" come a large and important place in consequence 
" of its complete isolation, except by water, from 
'* every other, and the limited nature of its own 
" resources. • • • • Purchased 

" in the days of wild and foolish speculation, and 
" when a rage existed for buying land and laying 
" out townships, no place has been more misrepre- 
" sented and misunderstood than Port Lincoln. • * 
" * * * The day of hallucination has 

'* now passed away, hut out of the reaction which 
" has succeeded it, has arisen a disposition to deprive 
" Port Lincoln of even the merits to which it really 
" has a legitimate clfum, and which would have been 
" far more highly appreciated, if the previous 
" misstatements and consequent disappointments had 
*' not induced a feeling of suspicion and distrust not 
" easily effaced." 

And this was the place where the capital of the 
Province, in the opinion of an interested few, ought 
to have been fixed by Colonel Light ; and for differ- 
ing in opinion from which, he met with such bitter 
hostility. Mr. Eyre says rightly, that Port Lincoln 
has suffered from none more, than the misstate- 
ments of those who ascribe to it advantages that it 
does not possess. Nevertheless, hereafter more 
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prosperous days may dawn upon that district, as 
there is, withal, sufficient agricultural land of the 
richest quality to grow food for a large population ; 
which population will not be long finding its way 
there if the reported, but not yet verified, mineral 
discoveries, are substantiated. Specimens of grey 
sulphuret of copper have b^u exhibited, as fouud 
within half a mile of the township. 

To the westward of Port Lincoln, an inhospitable 
barren country extends to King Creole's Sound ; 
the whole of which was, as already stated, traversed 
by my friend Mr. Eyre. 

To the northward and westward of Port liocoln, 
there is a moderate extent of good grassy land, dis- 
covered by Mr. Darke, who unfortunately lost his 
life by the natives whilst engaged in exploring it. 

It is a very common thing amongst the settlers, — 
not alone in South Australia, but also in other 
Australian colonies, — to make strangers believe that 
there is not an inch of room unoccupied anywhere ; 
somehow or other, however, more and more country 
is, notwithstanding, continually beii^ made available, 
as the settlers require an extension of room for the 
increase of their flocks and herds ; in this way the 
country north of Messrs. Hawker's station, which 
was the out-station when I first went to South Aus- 
tralia, was successively occupied by Messrs. J. B. 
Hughes and brothers, by the Messrs. White, Jacob, 
and others ; and latterly a most extensive and splen- 
did district has been thrown open, in the south- 
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eastern part of the colony, the neighbourhood of 
Rivoli Bay, three hundred milea &om Adelaide, 
to which many thousand sheep have already been 
removed, and more are coastantly following. 

Rivoli Bay lies in the almost direct line of com- 
munication with Port Phillip, via Portland Bay. 
Governor Qny, ever watchful of anything which 
may prove condudve to the prosperity of the colony, 
has lately expressed bis determination to form a 
township there, and also to establish a fortnightly 
mail to Portland Bay, by the police; which, in 
addition to the importance.of a postal communica- 
tion with the flourishing Port Phillip Settlement, 
will have the effect, by the constant passing and 
repasdng of the police, to make the overland route 
perfectly safe for the many emigrants who arrive 
now on that line of road from the neighbouring 
colonies. 

In the early part of 1844, the Governor proceeded 
in person to this district to explore it, and ascertain 
its capabilities; the following despatch, giving a 
condensed account of the results, will be read with 
interest. 

Governor Orey't Letter to Lord Stanley, 

Adelaide. June 22, 1844. 
H<r LoKD,— Ihare the honour to report, that towarda the end of 
the month of April last, I left Adehude for the parpote of explor- 
ing the Bonth-eaitem portiona of this pronnce, vhich afant upon 
the territory of New Sonth Walea. 
This part of South Atulnlie has been hitherto almost nnknown, 
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hanog been only tnveTaed in one direction by overland partiea ; 
xnd u the line of roate vbich they had Klv&y> pnnned, paued 
through a country for the moat part of a very nnprotniaing cha- 
racter, it was Tcry generally imapned that the aoutb-eaatem por- 
tions of the province ofieied little indocement to aettlera, and 
that there waa little probability of any continnona hue of settle- 
menta being eatablished between South Anatralia and Nev South 
Wales. 

I hoped, hovever, that a minute examination of this country, 
and more especially of those pordons of it wfaieb irere yet un- 
known, might shew that these impressiona were without founda- 
tion ; and in order that the ezploratioD which I was about to 
undertake mi^t be rendered as effitctire as possible, I took with 
me Mr. Bonney (the Comndseio&er of Pubhc Lands,) a gentle- 
man of much enterprise and ability, and who was the original dia- 
corerer of the overland roate from Port Phillip to South Australia; 
and also the Deputy Sorveyor-Oeneral, Hr. Burr, with whose 
knowledge of the bush, and talent for surreying and exploring, 
I was well acquunted. I am h^py to be able to assure your 
Lordship that the resnha oS out joamey were of the most aatia- 
fiwtory natnra ; and that we aaeertained that by keeping nearthe 
sea coaat, instead of pursuing the line of route prerionsly adopted, 
there is an almost umntermpted timet of good country between 
the rivers Hurray and Qlendg. In aome places this line of good 
country thins off to a narrow belt ; but in other portions of the 
route it widens out to a very considerable extent, and on ap- 
jnroacbing the bonndarieB of Hew South Wales it forms one of the 
most extensive and continuous tracts of good country which is 
known to exist within the limits of South Australia. 

One peculiarity of the good country near the south-eastern 
boundary is, that it is of recent volcanic origin, and that there is 
every reason to suppose that some of the nnmerous cratera with 
whidi it abounds must very recently have been in a state of 
action. The accomp^ying map of the newly-explored country, 
executed by Deputy Surveyor-General Burr, contains plans and 
elevations of two volcanic mountaina, which convey a very good 
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idee of the chancter of these hills ; and the encloied aketcb by 
Hr. Q. F. Angaa, a jovag artiBt vho accompaDied me, repre- 
aenU very faithfully one of the moat remarkable of another ape- 
cies of crater, which are very Dumerooa in thia country, and 
vhich are filled with fresh water, and are almost nofathomable. 
The water in the one represented in this drawing was 103 feet 
deep close to the edge of the crater. 



The sonth-eastem portion of the prorince of Sonth Australia 
has now been BBcertuued to be at least at ferUle aa any other 
known portions of that colony ; and the excellence and great ex- 
tent of the good land in that portion of the province, the whole of 
which belongs to the Crown, affords a gaarantee that the fund 
arising from the sale of land, and consequently the means of de- 
fraying the expenses of emigration, will increase for a considerable 
nnmber of yearsto come, with the increase of the population; and 
nearly the whole of this country being nnoccnpied, a bu^ outlet 
yet exists for the rapidly-increasing flocks and herds of the 
colonists. These circumstances cannot fail to produce moat 
advantageous reenlts, both for the inhabitants of this colony, and 
for the commercial interests of the mother country. 

Another material point connected with the fertile tracts of land 
in the south-easteni part of South Australia is that this good 
country lies in the immediate neighbourhood of the aea, and that 
this part of the coast contains three bsys, one of which has been 
ascertained to afford good anchorage to small vessels, even in the 
winter season, and there is good reason to suppose that the other 
two bays, more especially Lac^p^de Bay, will be found to possess 
the same advantage. 

The inhabitants of the country which has now been explored, 
will therefore be able with great &cility to ship their produce to, 
and to receive their supplies trom, the adjacent porta, either in 
New Sonth Wales or Sonth Australia. 

As tMs country lies immediately between Sew Sonth Wales 
and South Australia, and forms an almost continuous link of good 
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country between tlie riven Hnmy and Qlenelg, and can, in iU 
natonl lUte, be traversed in nearly all directions by draya and 
carts wiUiont tbe elightest difficulty, there can be bnt little doabt 
that in the conrae of the next few years an nninternipted line of 
aettlements will eiiat between Adelaide and Port Phillip : indeed, 
the aqoattera fVom New Sonth Wales have already began to 
occupy the most extreme •onth-eastem portion of this new conn- 
try with sheep and cattle stations. 

Daring our joomey we had an opportonity of risidi^ Rivoli 
Bay, which ia one of the hays to which I have before alluded, and 
which had previously been only seen from a distance. I formed 
our depOt at this bay, and proceeded witb a detached party to the 
S.E. ; and durii^ my absence a survey of the greater portion of 
the hay was made by some men of the Boyal Sappers and Miners ; 
and the master of a whaling vesael, which was l^ng there at 
ant^r, having lent his boats for the purpose, soundings were ob- 
tained both across the entrance to the bay, and over that portion 
of it which afibrds tbe best anchorage. 

I thus have it in my power to enclose a chart of a considerable 
portion of the bay ; and I have also forwarded an ontline aketch 
of Rivoli Bay, which was nude by Mr. O. V. Ai^aa. 

I have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) G. OBEY. 

P.S.— Since writing this despatch I have received another very 
interesting sketch, which I have forwarded for yonr Lordship's 
information. It gives an outline of Uount Schanck, which is the 
mere elevated shell of an extinct crater; and it shows, in the fore- 
ground, another of the extinct craters fhll of fresh water, which 
are foond in the coral fonnaljons. 

(Signed) G. GRBT. 

To make the information on this district as com- 
plete as possible, I give the following additional 
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particulars from the pen of an experienced colo- 
nist, in search of sheep runs : — 

<■ 1 am quite penDaded that the fineit lud the QoTernment 
hu at its diipoBal is to be found in the immediate Ticinity of 
Hoant Oambier ; the greater part of it, however, is heavily 
timbered. For a few miles ronnd the monntain, I consider the 
qnality of the soil equal to any land in the province : on the 
Upland diatricta, for many miles rosnd, however, no water is to 
be found, except in the craters of the extinct Tolcanoes and in 
carea. We discovered three of these caves during the weeic I 
was there, in which we found beautiful water, and whra« we 
immediately planted three double sheep stations, 

" These caves are of most extraordinary formation ; at the en- 
tnnce they appear like the burrow of the wombat, and can only 
be entered by creeping in upon the hands and knees. One of 
them loolced like a small well : bat iqiou inspecting it more 
minntely we found ourselves on the crown of the arch of alai^ 
cave, of snch dimensions that we could not tee the sides of it : 
and on throwing down a stone it plnnged into deep water. 
From these reserroiis we can, no doubt, obtain a supply eqnal 
to all our wants. Monnt Oambier it, in ^t, the greatest natural 
curiosity I ever beheld. 

" In the lowlands of this district, and nearer to Bivoli Bay, 
water it everywhere to be fonnd in the tea-tree swamps (always 
regarded as an indication that water is near} which are very 
numerona and extensive. I consider there are some tfaonaands 
of acres of land on which the tea-tree is found. In the middle 
of one ot theae swamps we discovered a small stream of running 
water, which most be perpetoal, as it was in the latter end of 
April when I taw it, and before any rains had fallen, after th« 
summer dronght. 

" During the winter months, these lowlands will be unfit for 
paatnrage; bat in the neighbourhood there are some good 
feeding hills adjoining Lake Bonney, which, with the high lands 
near Mount Gambler, will provide a healthy retreat fbr la^je 
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flocks donng the vet season } there is, besides, an ample supply 
of excellent water for the purpose of sheep shearing. 

" Hr. Henty's ran at Mount Gambler will, I expect, soon be 
sold, as the place cannot but draw the attention of parties 
wishing to purchase land in this pronnce." 

The harbour of Rivoli Bay has been surveyed, 
and soundings taken which prove it to be quite as, 
if not more safe than Portland Bay ; vessels of a 
draught not exceeding ten feet, can ride out any 
gales there with safety. 



Bliek Rock Kill 
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CHAPTER II. 

CLIHiTZ — BKA80N8 — AB8BHCB OF DIBBA8EI, — TABLIfl 07 
TEHPEBATDRB, SAIN-OTIAGB, AND FBETALENCB OF WINDS 
— SUDDEN CBANOBS IN THB TBHPERATVBB— CLOUDS OP 
DUST— BRILLIANCY OF AUSTRALIAN BKT — 8HAKP BRACING 
AIR OF WINTER. 

The climate of South Australia is exceedingly 
good ; all the Australian colonies possess this im- 
mense advant^e, and where all are good, it would 
be unfair to claim exclusive preference for ours. Still, 
in one respect, South Australia possesses from its 
geographical situation, an advaut^e, and one of 
great m^nitude. Situated on the south coast of New 
Holland, we have the benefit of the whole in- 
draught of the south-west winds which prevail, as 
shewn by the tables further on, for one third part 
of the year ; these winds are always cool and very 
generally accompanied by rain. An experience of 
ten years has proved, that this part of the continent 
is not subjected to those periodical droughts, which 
make agricultural and pastoral pursuits in a great 
measure attended with risk in New South Wales ; 
we have no periods in which the com is not brought 
to maturity ; neither are we on the other hand sub- 
jected to the incessant wet and rain of New Zea- 
land, where, to use the words of a man now in my 
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employ in South Australia, who lived there for 
some years, " it rained for six days in the week, and 
was bad weather the seventh." 

The medical profession is, generally speaking, an 
unprofitable one; there are no endemic diseases, 
fevers or agues; the dry, warm and elastic 
atmosphere is, besides, peculiarly favourable to 
asthmatic and pulmonary complaints ; I have myself 
known cases where the early stages of these dis- 
eases have been removed, and in many others great 
and permanent relief afforded, where the disease 
was too deeply rooted for a radical cure; people, 
who, before they left England, were for years in a 
debilitated state of health, some, that were actually 
given over as hopeless cases, have on arriving in 
South Australia taken out an entirely " new lease," 
and are now as hearty, hale, and strong, as they 
could wish, able to undergo fatigues of all sorts, 
and ez[K)sure to heat, cold, and "bushing it" under 
a gum tree, with a saddle for a pillow, without the 
least inconvenience. 

The following testimony to the salubrity of oor 
climate is from our colonial surgeon, and is the 
result of seven years experience: 

" I luTO much pleMore in bdng able to atate, aa the reaolt of 
nearly MTen yean' experience, that then ia not a more healthy 
climate in the world than that of Soath Anatralia. We are with- 
ont any endemic diseaaei. We have no manh miasma, eonae- 
qnestly escape thoae dreadful remittent and intomittent fevers 
ao prevalent in India and China. Our heing Aree from aO pala- 
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dial diiease doei not render ui tbe more liable to aiifier from 
phtbiua, Bs there are bat fev casca to be met with in the pro- 
TJnce. 

" Dysentery has also became a rare disease, although prera- 
lent in the early daja of the colony. Most of the caaes which 
occurred were of a scorbutic character, and were to be attributed 
to other caates than that of drinking the water of the Torrena, 
as was at one time erraneoasly sappoaed. The sndden cbangca 
of tcmperatmv d«ring the very cold spring we hare had, have 
rather prodaced slight affectiona of tbe air passages, than any 
disease of the alimentary canal. 

" I consider the water of the Torrens good, and the water of 
laoat of onr wells remarlu^Iy so. Onr air is pare, our atmosphere 
clear. We have all the meats, fraits and Tcgetables to be ob- 
tained at home ; and if onr days are warm, our nighta, with 
Tery few eiceptiona, are cool and bracing ; and if Europeans 
would only malce that slight difference in dress and diet tbe 
difference of latitude requires, there is not a country in the 
world where they would be more lilcely to enjoy good health, 
than in South AustrsUa." 

In South AuBtralia, you can go to church without 
heiog afraid of every word of the sermon being 
drowned, or overwhelmed, by a chorus of coughs, as 
it is in England during the winter, which the Rev. 
Mr. Mackenzie compares to " Rachel mourning for 
her children and refiising to be comforted." You 
need not fear the night air, or night dews, and no 
unwholesome exhalations rise from the ground. The 
average of the mortality for the last five years in 
the colony is less than one per cent., whilst the mor- 
tality of England and Wales is not less than 2.13 
per cent. Our seasons, rightly speaking, might be 
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classed as follows, in comparison with the four sea- 
sons of Europe and America : — 

JSureptoH tetumu. JMttralioH teavnu. 

Antamn ud Winter. Spring. 

Spring aad Snmmer. Snmmer. 

Out climate is a continued succession of spring 
and summer, for although one part of the year is 
called winter, it is only so in name, because we have 
not yet discovered an appropriate word to substitute 
for it ; suffice it to say, that our so-called winter 
is without frost* or snow, that it clothes the country 
with averdant and flowery sward and the trees with 
folic^e, delighting at once both man and beast ; the 
rain which falls during this season germinates the 
seed, which the fanner has sown, into green and 
luxuriant growth ; winter is the season when the 
young lambs, calves, and foals, gain strength from 
the tender and nutritious grass which springs up in 
every description, whilat the wool of the sheep is 
matured in growth; it is in the depths of out 
winter, you are forcibly reminded of the inclement 
nature of those months which bear that name in 
the mother country, from which you have escaped ; 
and, when you unconsciously revert in thought to 
the thousands of your fellow creatures at home, who 
feel the cold, and have not wherewith to keep it off, 
whose presence would be so welcome to ub in the 
colony. 

* I did ORce see ice of the thickneu of & h&lfpenny piece, at 
dajlight, which vanished aa socu as the sun peeped over the hilb. 
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From the middle of May to the begiDoing of 
October we may reckon on a sure and copious 
supply of rain ; the following tables give the aver- 
age quantity which usually falls, as well as the tem- 
perature in the different months of the year, and 
the prevailing winds. 
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BE8ULT8 OF MBTEOROLOOICAL OBSEBVATIONS, 

TAKE^ AT THE SUBVE YOB-GEN ERAL'8 OFFICE, GOVERNMENT OmCES. 
VICTORIA SQUARE, ADELAIDE, 

DUaiHO OHB TIU, FROM iniL, 1B44, TO lUmCB, 1845, lOTH IHCLUUTI, IT THI BaiiH or 10 *,>., 

13 i.M., 3 F ji,, Mm 4 rjt., or uob siIt, nrm 
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TABLE 
Shewing the directioD and force of the Winds dnring one jeu. 
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On those dajt in the colnmn marked vaiisble, the winds gene- 
rally blew in land and kk breeses, coming away from N. E. in 
the moraing, and Teering to N., N. W., W. and S. ai the 
dayadranccd. In the settled weather, indeed, the wind blowa 
in thia manner thronghont the whole aommer ; and on many 
days marked in the colnran 8. W. the wind wu from the land 
dnring the night, and until some time after snnrise. These ob- 
serratioiu having been made during the day-time alone, do not 
ahow the preTalence of the land and sea breezes. 

From October the weather gradually becomes 
warmer until February, which is reckoned the hot- 
test month ; with the beginning of March com- 
meoces a season, which for mild and balmy 
sweetness cannot be surpassed, the heavy rains 
being looked for as above stated early in May. 

Our summer months, December, January and 
February are hot — there is do denying this; now 
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and then we have a few days, when you would al- 
most ^cy yourself melting away ; but this never 
laats long, it is the sure forerunner of a pleasant 
change, and we patiently endure an atmosphere of 
96° to 98° in the shade, knowing as we do, that a 
few hours will bring on a thunderstorm or south 
wind, which invariably rarifies and cools the air, 
and leaves behind it pleasant weather ibr a 
fortnight or so, when a few hours of the same heat 
causes the same change. There are generally three 
or four of these very hot periods of short duration, 
during each summer, and they are not anfrequently 
aggravated by the " hot winds," which always blow 
from the north, and are accompanied by clouds of 
dust. These are most unpleasant days certainly ; 
the wind is very strong, and the dust, previously re- 
duced by the sun's rays to the finest possible state of 
pulverization, penetrate everything, and no doors or 
windows keep it out. It has been supposed by some 
that these north winds, being always so very hot, are 
caused by the existence in the far interior of an im- 
mense sandy desert ; the north wind, in passing over 
the heated surface of the sand, becomes, in turn, 
raised to a high temperature, and travelling, as 
it generally does, with such velocity, has not time to 
cool again, until it reaches the southern ocean. This 
is another theory which will probably soon be cleared 
up by the result of Captain Sturt's explorations in 
the interior, now going on. 
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Aitfaoagh the days may be very hot in the Bummer 
moDtbB, the sun once sunk below the horizon, 
a considerable change tales place in the temperature 
of 'the atmosphere, and, vith rare exceptions, a 
cool night restores to you strength and Tigoor to 
face the sun again next day. 

Another very singular atmospheric feature, is the 
suddenness widi which the changes take place, from 
a high, to a moderate temperature. Fancy to your- 
self, for instance, during the height of summer, that 
you are sitting in the coolest room of your house, 
temperature say 96 ; you are looking hopelessly at 
ajug of water, from which you are simple enough to 
expect Tefreahment ; a magnificent water-melon may 
possibly also tempt an attack, but you turn away in 
despair — it is luke-warm ; out of doors is blowing a 
stiff and steady breeze from the north, plentifully 
impregnated with small particles of dust; going out 
to face it in search of relief from the heat, would in- 
deed be the extreme of simplicity. All of a sudden 
the atmosphere becomes darker and darker; the 
servants rush into every room to see that the windows 
are fastened ; you look out, and perceive to the south- 
ward a dense columji of dust rising perpendicularly 
into the air ; — the two winds have met 1 The south 
wind, fresh firom the sea, being many degrees colder 
than the north wind, is violently precipitated on to 
the ground, the lighter hot wind rising in propor- 
tion ; this is the cause of the column of dust being 
raised so high. Now the two winds are engaged in 
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fierce struggle! it lasts but a moment; with gi- 
gantic strides the column of dust breasts its way 
northward — the hot-wind is fairly vanquished, and 
with a blast, before which the mighty gum-tree bends 
and your house quakes, die south wind proclaims its 
victory ; in half an hour it settles down to a steady, 
cool breeze, the dust subsides, and "Richard is 
himself again." 

There are, moreover, many alleviations to the 
summer heat ; the air is very generally tempered by 
a cool and delightfiil sea-breeze, whilst the eastern 
breezes, which are wafted down upon us from the 
Mount Lofty ranges in the evening, are no less 
grateful ; the air not bdng humid is not oppressive ; 
you clothe yourself in the lightest garments, the 
hills on one side,* and the sea coast on the other, are 
sufficiently close, to allow you in a very short apace 
of time to reach a cooler temperature, if are you so 
inclined ; and the inconvenience &om the dust will 
diminish every year, as the roads and streets, now 
in a state of pulverization, become more consoli- 
dated. 

Flies and musquitoes are also troublesome cus- 
tomers during the summer, but these are, after all, 
trifling inconveniences ; and those who would be de- 
terred from going to Australia on account of them, 
had indeed better stop at home. 

* Tor every 80 yudi of nltitade it is calcnlated Uiat & decreaae 
of one degree takee place in the ttmoephere. 
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■■ The brilliancy of the Australian sky cannot be 
described ; it must be seen to be appreciated ; the 
sky is almost always seraie ; when it is overcast 
there is some reason in it, it rains ; but we have 
none of those gloomy days, with a thick murky 
atmosphere, in which the Londoner passes his life; 
and the early hours of a summer or spring morning, 
when the garb of nature is gayest, and the sun rises 
in unclouded splendour, can only be enjoyed in such 
a climate. Our longest day in December is about 
fourteen hours, and the shortest in June ten hours — 
not including twilight or early dawn. The absence 
of frost and snow does not necessarily constitute 
an absence of cold during our winter; get up 
before sunrise on a sharp July morning in the 
country, and be in the pleasant predicament of 
having to look for your horse in the bush, bridle in 
hand, for an hoar or so, and you wiU soon have to 
blow into your fingers ; perchance, when you have 
• found your horse, your fingers may be so benumbed 
as hardly to perform the office of putting die bridle 
on him ; this sharp bracing air is one of the great 
recommendations of our cUmate, as any lassitude 
which may have come upon you during the heat of 
summer is lost during the winter. By the foregoing 
meteorological table it appears that the coldest day 
in 1844 was in June, when the thermometer was as 
low as 47iJ°, and the warmest day in January 1845, 
when at noon the thermometer was at 106°; on 
referring to my journal I find the 12th of January 
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of last year put down as very hot, increased on the 
13th by a north wind blowing, which was that same 
evening succeeded by cool pleasant weather. The 
mean yearly aven^ of the quantity of rain which 
falls in South Australia is 19.902. 
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PORT ADKLAIDK— WHARn — PORT ROAD — PBOPOSED RAILWAY 
— am OP THR TOWN OP ADELAIDR JUDICIOUSLY BELKf^TBD 
BY COLOMKL LIGHT — PROMR BSI DOR— PUBLIC BUILOINOa 
— JAIL UHMRCESBARILY LARGE— • THEATRR CONVERTED 
INTO BUFEEVE COUBT-HOUaE — STREETS— PLACES OP WOR- 
SBtP AND BCHOOLI— MEANS OP EDUCATION— SUPPLY OP 
WATER FOB THR TOWN — DEFtTNCT CORPORATION— CLUB- 
HOUSE. 

The barbour of Port Adelaide is an inlet from the 
sea ; it is about eight or nine miles in length, and 
offers the safest accommodation for a vast amount of 
shipping. Captain Stokes, R. N., who accurately 
surveyed it, and took soundings when he was there, 
in the Bei^le, calls it a natural dock ; the reader 
will find a plan of the port in the lai^ map of 
South Australia which accompanies this volume. 
This inlet is sheltered flom every wind ; the entrance 
to it, from the sea, is partially obstructed by a sandy 
bar, having 8 feet water at the lowest point of the 
ebb tide ; the average height of the usual flood tide is 
8 feet additional, which with southerly and south- 
westerly winds is considerably increased, so that 
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ships of 500 or 600 tona can always pass it in safety ; 
once over the bar, there is sufficient depth of water 
all the way up for the largest ships, as may be 
seen by the aouudiugs laid down in the plan. The 
bar is composed of fine sand, and it is supposed by 
competent people to be easily removable by a com- 
mon dredging machine; should vessels of heavy 
drall, by chance, touch on crossing it, no injury 
to them need be apprehended. Such a thing is 
however, of rare occurrence. I perceive, by a late 
paper, that the Government at Adelaide, have called 
for tenders to remove this bar. 

The wharfs are situated about 8 miles up : owing 
to the swampy nature of the ground, their constnic- 
don caused a considerable outlay of money, and 
large additional sums will be required, before ac- 
commodation can be given for large ships to dis- 
charge alongside of them with that convenience 
which the nature of the locality warrants them to 
expect. 

The wharfs were partly constructed by the South 
Australian Company, partly by the Oovemment, — 
those of the former are decidedly the best of the two; 
at the latter, vessels of small draft only can haul 
alongside. The expense incurred by the Government 
at the early period at which they were constructed, 
having be^n all but rendered useless, by the slovenly 
way in which they were executed, to say nothing 
of the actual dishonesty of sawing off from 5 to 6 
feet firom the piles, instead of driving them into the 
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mud to that additional depth, these " tops " having 
lately been fished up from the bottom of the har- 
bour, thus rising, like " Banquo's ghost," in judg- 
ment on the contractors. 

There is, however, great capability by the outlay 
of a moderate sum, (which, from the improved state 
of the finances, will now, it is to be hoped, soon be 
available,) and under the talented supervision of 
Captain Frome, R. E., to make those wharfs capable 
of affording all the accommodation required. Sub- 
stantial warehouses and Custom-house buildings are 
erected on the banks. 

Ships are supplied with fresh water at the port, at 
about 5 or 6 shillings a ton ; the water is perfectly 
soft and good, remaining fresh during the longest 
voyage, as I have had myself an opportunity of 
judging on the voyage to England. 

For the breadth of about a mile the port is sur- 
rounded on the land-side by a swamp, through 
which the Company above-mentioned have made a 
road, one mile and a quarter in length, at great ex- 
pense ; the difficulty of getting a foundation, and the 
absence of all means of land transport, in those days, 
rendered it necessary that the stone requisite for 
metalling this road should be brought from Kanga- 
roo Island, where an inexhaustible supply of the 
best metalling lies ready broken upon ^e beach : 
—the cost of this road was £13,*00, and according 
to the agreement entered into by Colonel Gawler 
with the Company, the latter were to receive £1600 
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per annum, rent ; or else to levy a large toll from the 
colonists. — Captain. Grey, byyirtue of the powers 
vested in him by the third Section of the Act 
regulating the Sales of Waste Lands, compounded 
with the Company to take 12,000 acres out of the 
surveyed land of the colony in satisfection of the 
principal and all claims for interest, and evidently 
beneficial as this wise measure was to the colonists, 
there were not those wanting who raised an outcry 
against the Oovemor for having done so : the road has 
been exceedingly well constructed under the able su- 
perintendence of Mr. Kingston, and forms a striking 
object of admiration to the newly arrived emigrant. 
From the end of this made road, to Adelaide, 
a distance of six miles, the country is as level as 
any land can possibly be ; the soil is also firm and 
stiff, and although not a farthing has been expended 
on it, it is nearly as good as many macadamized 
roads in old established countries. All goods, kc. 
from the port, and our exports to the port, are car- 
ried on drays drawn by bullocks— some influential 
gentlemen, in London, hav«just issued a prospectus 
for a railroad from Adelaide to the port, and I have 
no hesitation in saying that the prospects of a profit- 
able return are most encouraging ; the distance is 
short, the country so level that there will probably 
not be any necessity for removing the earth further 
than will be required to lay down the sleepers, and 
what is of still more importance, there is a very con- 
I 2 
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riderable and constantly increasing traffic, on this 
road, in ^oods and passengers. It will also have 
the desirable effect of making; available all those 
drajs and bullocks, now employed on the Port road, 
for the transport of the ore from the different mines; 
the quantity raised increasing every day, and con- 
sequently the demand for conveyance. Numerous 
passenger carts start from the port to town, and 
vice versa, almost every quarter of an hour, in 
which, for Is. 6d., yon are rapidly driven up to 
Adelaide. 

The town is prettily situated on the banks of the 
Torrens river, on ground sufficiently elevated to 
insure a perfect system of drainage being adopted, 
whenever the necessary iiinds may be forthcoming. 
The selection of the site of the town, was a sore sub- 
ject of contention amongst the early colonists, from 
the Governor downwards ; but, whatever difference 
of opinion there may have been formerly on this 
subject, every one is now agreed, that Colonel 
Light shewed sound judgment in fixing on this 
spot ; had justice been done earlier to the talent of 
which he was so eminently possessed, had his inde- 
&tigable exertions to do his duty to the colony been 
appreciated, at a time when his mind was continually 
harassed, and his health and spirits broken by the 
annoyances to which he was subjected, a valuable 
life would perhaps have been spared. He is now, 
no more I but justice, tardy as it often is, has been 
done to his name, by the erection of a handsome 
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monument,' lately finiBhed, in the centre of the 
square called after him.* 

The town, called afiter the consort of William the 
IVtb, Adelaide, is laid out on both banks of the riTer 
TOTTens, the " Yatala" of the natives ; comprising 
700 acres on the south, and 342 acres on the north 
bank, the latter being conBiderably more elevated 
than the former, and affording lovely views of the 
Mount Lofty hills, and surrounding neighbourhood ; 
200 acres are besides reserved between thetwodivisions 
of the town, with the view of hereafter forming a park 
and pleasure grounds for the citizens: they are 

* The monament, vhich itouds in the centre of Light Square, 
ii a pentagonal gothic croM ; height fbrty-flre feet ; and ia 
divided toto three compartmenta. — The lower compartment 
compriaes five tablets, on one or man of which will be iuaerted 
the inscription and arms of the deceased. The aecond conaiata 
of fire deep trefoil-headed niches, sunoonuted by crocketed 
gables, and, like the first, is supported, and further ornamented, 
by bnttrestes, with their appropriate pinnacles and finiala. Hie 
third compartment is pierced on each foce, with open trefoil- 
beaded arches, omameoted with tracery. The spire rises from a 
light open battlement, and ia ornamented with crockets, the top 
tenoinatJng with a cross, and the pentagonal figure being pre- 
served thronghont. 

The stnictnro ia of frees-tone, procured from the hills in the 
nrighbonrbood of Adelaide, and altogether has a ray imposiog 
effect 

The dengn is by 0. 8. Kinpton, Esq., and doea the highest 
credit to that gentleman's well-known architectnrsl taste. Hr. 
Kingston's aenices, have been devoted to this degant and 
elaborate stractare ont of respect to the deceased, without any 
charge to the Committee. 
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partly inclosed, and are called the Park Ijands. The 
size of the whole, at present, may appear a great 
deal too large, and doubtless many years will elapse 
before any thing hke a regularly defined line of 
buildings will be seen throughout ; but we must re- 
collect, that Adelaide was not intended for us alone ; 
that South Australia will go on increasing in the 
number of its inhabitants, long after we are dead 
and gone, and in after ages the benefit will appear, 
of having provided for the accommodation of a 
lai^ population, on a liberal scale ; and Adelaide 
will then become a noble city. Sydney, with all its 
wealth, and its thousands of inhabitants, must 
always retain the unseemly appearance of its 
narrow and crooked streets ; and a more recent 
instance of the mistake of lajang out a town, within 
narrow confines, is now seen in Melbourne, Port 
Phillip, the ground plan of which does not exceed 
600 acres, which have been already covered with 
buildings, and the limits of the town being daily 
extended, the inhabitants will soon have the burial 
ground in the centre of their town. Let us, there< 
fore, not quarrel with the size of Adelaide ; it will 
conduce much to the health of the inhabitants, 
securing a plentiful circulation of fresh air, and most 
of the houses, excepting those in the immediate 
business part of the town, where the ground is very 
valuable, having pretty flower gardens and shrub- 
beries attached to them, the effect is very pleasing. 
The hill or rise upon which South Adelaide is built. 
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is about sixty feet above the level of the; plain, and 
forms a table land ; the views presented by the four 
exterior froDt^;es, are .very dissimilar, though all 
delightful in their kind, those of North and East 
Terrace beingthemostpleasiug; the former abutting 
on the Park Lands, [and grounds of Gk)venimen^ 
House, the latter, looking to the Mount Lofty 
range of mountains, distant about three miles ; and 
it is difficult to imagine anything more varied, or 
beautiful than the ;difierent tints of light and. shade, 
thrown over its heights, by the setting sup,; or fleet- 
ing clouds. 

From West Terracej you catch a glimpse of the 
Gulf, and from this point of view, the. spectator 
may frequently witness the singularly delusive ap- 
pearance of the " min^e," which,. in the lar. interior, 
has BO often tantalized our explorers with the pros- 
pect of water being near at hand, to cool their 
parched throats, only to end in disappointment. 

The communication between North and Soudi 
Adelaide, is by means of two bridges ; the one to 
the eastward being calledFrome Bridge, after our 
much respected Surveyor-general, Captain Frome, 
R. E., who designed and superintended its erection ; 
it is substantially built of wood, on an improve^ 
principle ; the lower, bridge, commonly called th? 
Town Bridge,over whichthe principal thorough^re 
to Port Adelaide passes, has heen repeatedly washed 
away by the winter floods; a substantial ; stone- 
arched bridge, is now in the course of erection, the 
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colony not having been able to afford Uie necessary 
funds at an earlier period, and it will add greatly to 
the useful ornaments of the town. The approaches 
to these bridges, were built by the emignuits, during 
the time the Gtovemment was forced to employ 
them, and are both convenieDt and weU executed, 
as well as serving the purpose of inclosing the Park 
Lands, on the south side of the river. 

Adelaide boasts of some handsome public build- 
ings, erected during the administraticm of Colonel 
Gawler ; as, for instance, Government House, Jail, 
Public Offices, Hospital, &c. ; the first is built on a 
reserve of ten acres, part of the Park Lands, and 
only a portion of it has been completed as yet ; when 
finished, to the full extent contemplated, and the 
grounib properly laid out and cultivated, it will 
form a very great ornament to the town. The 
public offices are built in a parallelog^m, having 
an open space in the centre ; the Governor, Private 
Secretary, Colonial Secretary, Treasurer, the Sur- 
veyor and R^strar General, are all accommodated 
with convenient offices here, which consist of 
ground floors only. 

From those public buildings, above enumerated, 
for which we stand indebted to Colonel Gawler, and 
the erection of which was of benefit to the colony, 
I except one, — the Jail. This building, stands on 
the outskirts of the town, to the westward ; it is an 
extensive building, flanked by towers, forming a 
section of an octagon, and is like Government 
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House, incomplete. This jail, is an eyesore to the 
colony ; new comers, on seeing it, aek, quite agbast : 
" what do you want with such a lai^ jail in this 
free colony?" Aye I well may you ask that question! 
what do we want with it indeed ? a building upon 
which £34,000 has been thrown away, ornamented 
with a parcel of trumpery and useless towers, each 
of which cost thousands ; a building containing ac- 
commodation for 140 imaginary prisoners, whilst 
the total number of convictions for petty crimes and 
misdemeanours. Out of a population of 20,000, was 
only five and twenty for the whole tfear 1844, or 
two per month I — a jail so large, and still only half 
finished, as necessarily to entail aheavy yearly expense 
on this colony, to guard only the half-dozen poor 
devils who are occasionally locked up in it Who 
will pretend to excuse this expenditure, richly 
deserving the terms, " lavish" and " extravagant," 
which the Commissioners and others so readily 
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apply to the whole of Colonel Gtawler's administra- 
tion ? This jail is a libel on our free, industrious, 
and well-disposed population; it is a libel on a 
colony, proverbial for the security of both life and 
property I Let me quit this subject, by adding, that 
in 1841, Governor Grey says, in one ofhis des- 
patches, a jail sufficient for all the requirements of 
the colony, might have been built for from 4 to 
£o,000. 

The South Australian Company, and other pri- 
vate individuals have also built many handsome 
edifices ; among which, the South Australian Bank 
deserves especial mention for elegant design ; a thea- 
tre of good proportions, and capable of containing 
1200 people, was erected some years ago, and for a 
time, a company of actors, brought down from Syd- 
ney, obtained a precarious livelihood by their per- 
formances ; it has, I am happy to state, lately been 
converted to a much more legitimate use, the Gto- 
vemment having rented it for a series of years, at 
£200. per annum, and now contains the Resident 
Magistrates and Supreme Courts, besides Sherifis* 
and Advocate General's offices, Judges' chambers, 
&c. — thus putting an end to a fruitful source of dis- 
order and dissipation. 

The streets are respectively, 66, 99, and 132 
feet wide ; the latter constituting the g^reat inter- 
secting lines. Hindley Street is the principal 
business thoroughfere; the ground here is very 
valuable, and is being rapidly built upon by the 
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merchants and trades-people, whose warehouses and 
shops, (the latter, many of them with elegantly 
designed fronts and plate glass windows,) would not 
disgrace any of the lai^ country towns in England. 
Bundle, Grenfell, Currie, and King William Streets, 
are those more extensively huilt in for the present. 
The streets, h^ng yet mostly in a state of nature, 
are very dusty in dry, and very muddy in wet 
weather ; a beginning has, however, already been 
made, ^ la Macadam, which will be year after year 
extended ; and all that has been done, has be«i well 
executed, keeping the permanent plan for drainage 
in view. 

The prindples of civil and religious liberty are 
intermixed with the foundations of South Australia, 
and members of the different religious denominations 
enjoy in Adelaide the opportunity of worshipping 
God according to the dictates of their consciences. 
Public worship is conducted by ministers of the 
Church of England, the Church of Scotland, the 
Secession, "Wesleyan Methodists, Congregationalists, 
Baptists, and Roman Catholics. The Primitive 
Methodists and the New Connexion Metbodists are 
supplied by lay preachers. The Bible Christians, 
the Society of Friends, and Jews, have meetings, and 
the German Lutherans have two congregations sup- 
plied by Pastor Kavel. 
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The subjoined tables shew the number of places 
of worship, and schools, in Adelaide and the pro- 
vince generally. It will be seen by them that the 
dissenting chapels greatly preponderate over any 
other denomination, as well as in number of congre- 
gations : some of these are very handsome edifices ; 
and are, the same as all other places of worship in 
the colony, built by private subscription. The 
minister of the Established Church receives a salary, 
from the Colonial Government, of £350. a year, and 
is called Colonial Chaplain ; the first church of this 
persuasion was erected at great expense, and in the 
roughest manner ; it is still heavily in debt, and all 
the friends of the Church in England, under whose 
notice these pages may &11, are earnestly requested to 
assist us with their subscriptions for church-building 
purposes, as well as to increase the strength of minis- 
terial offices, many of the country districts being 
quite deprived of religious ministration. The sum 
of £600. has, last year, been raised in this colony to 
enlarge and rebuild Trinity Church, but it must be . 
recollected that, however prosperous a futurity 
dawns upon us, the majority of the colonists are only 
now recovering from former disasters, and assistance 
for this legitimate purpose, from a religious British 
public, will be gratefiiliy received by the colonists.* 
Besides Trinity Church, situated in North Ter- 
race, there is another church of the Established 
persuasion, erected also by voluntary contributions, 

* The Builu of AuatnluiA, or Soath Anstralis, would recaTC 
tnd tnuiBmit those aabtcriptiom to the proper sathoritiei. 
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(principally through the indefatigable exertions of 
Mrs. Gawler,) in East Terrace, called St. John ; the 
ground for this church, and the adjoining parson- 
age, are the liberal gift of Osmond Gilles, Esq. of 
Adelaide. It is a very neat building, capable of con- 
tainiog from three to four hundred people ; the 
former incumbent of this church, the Rev. Mr. 
Farrell, has been justly promoted to the Colonial 
Chaplaincy, when that situation became vacant by 
the decease of the much lamented and universally 
respected Rev. Mr. Howard, M. A., who was cut off 
in the vigour and prime of life by an allwise Provi- 
dence, dying, as he had lived, a true Christian. A 
clergyman was by the last accounts immediately 
expected from Van Diemen's Land ; I believe the 
Rev. Mr. Wilson, upon whose arrival St. John's 
Church will again be opened.* 

The Roman Catholic community has lately re- 
ceived a strong accession in the persons of a bishop, 
and several priests, and a cathedral of great magni- 
tude is immediately to be built, for which it is said 
ample funds are in the hands of the bishop, the 
Right Rev. Dr. Murphy ; this reverend Divine 

* Biuce the above vas in type, I found the following notice in 
tbx SUndard of March I3th, 1846, which I have much pleasure 
ia copjing : — " The Rev. W. Woodcock has proceeded, ia con- 
nection with the Society for the Propagstian of ihe Gospel in 
Foreign Parts, to St. John's, Adelaide, South Australia ; and the 
Be*. Vamea Pollett has proceeded, in connection with the same 
aoriety, to Mount Barker, South Australia. Mr. Woodcock waa 
rector of WilheralBclc, Westmoreland ; and Mr. Pollett, rector of 
Lindale, Lancashire. Both these beoeflcea have become vacant 
by the rev. gentlemen's missionary appoiotmenta." 
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has been many years in New South Wales, where 
he was much respected by all deoominatioiis. 

The attendance on the Sabbath-days at all the 
churches in town is very numerous; indeed the 
Sabbath-days are nowhere in England more reli- 
giously kept than in South Australia, and in the 
country districts where, from the want of ministers, 
no congregations can be collected, service on Sun- 
days, and moiling and evening devotion are very 
universally adhered to by the lamilies. 

Ou the west side of the town, and quite out of the 
line of the town extension is the Cemetery, of suffi- 
cient size for all burial purposes for many years to 
come. 

I believe I am quite correct in stating, that on 
the whole there is a great de6ciency in the means 
of obtaining proper instructioa for children of the 
superior classes, requiring a better education ; I am 
not aware tliat there are any scholastic establishments 
in the colony, in which boys or girls could be 
thoroughly educated ; this is not said with a view 
of disparaging the meritorious exertions of those, 
who are now charged with the tuition of the youth- 
ful South Australians ; but there are in the colony, 
many people who wish to bestow upon their children 
something more in the shape of education than the 
mere rudiments, and I think there is a good opening 
for an educational establishment, conducted on a 
sufficiently extended scale, by competent persons. 

The town is supplied with drink-water out of the 
Torrens, by means of water carts; abundance of 
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water for common household purposes being ob- 
tained from wells of from sixty to eighty feet depdi ; 
the water Irom the Torrens is perfectly fi-esh all the 
year round, but the inhabitants must naturally pay 
dear for it, as long as it is brought to them, as it is 
now, by means of carts. About five miles from 
Adelaide in the hills, there are abundant springs of 
the purest water; the elevation of these spring 
above the town-level, is more than sufficient to 
bring the water into the town by means of pipes, 
and laying it pn into every house — and I am 
greatly mistaken if the time is not near at hand, 
when the colonists will be aided by British capita- 
lists, in carrying out this most desirable, and to the 
projectors I trust profitable undertaking. 

Adelaide has also already made one attempt at 
establishing a Municipal Corporation, a Colonial Act 
having been passed for this purpose, 11 th August, 
1842; its oi^;amzation was evidently premature for 
the wants of the colony, and afUr a few months 
existence, *< after much cry and little wool," mayor, 
aldermen, councillors and all, vanished into thin air, 
and the chairs and tables seized by the landlord of the 
premises, under distraint for rent. It must be left 
to the Governor and legislature, to decide upon the 
fitting time when the defunct corporation is to rise 
firom its ashes, but it had better be still longer deferred, 
rather than that it should resume its deliberations 
under such restricted powers as formerly ; better is 
it to have no corporation at all, unless we can have 
one " de &cto," and not merely in name ; one that 



ioy Google 



CLUB HOUSE. 129 

may have the confidence of the colonists, and power 
to enforce respect; and, not before there can be 
funds sufficient raised to pay the necessary salaries 
and expenses, irithout the risk of having their com- 
fortable arm-chairs knocked down to the highest 
bidder, for their liquidation. 

A club-house, consisting of the principal govern- 
ment officers, professional, and other gentlemen, has 
several times been formed, and as often broken up, 
owing to no want of members, but merely to the 
non-enforcement of those strict rules and regula- 
tions, which at every new organization of its 
members, were studiously and carefully compiled, 
and as quickly infringed. In Sydney, Melbourne, 
and the lai^ towns of Van Diemen's Land, club- 
houses of the first respectability have flourished, 
even through times when almost all other public 
institutions went to the ground. There is no reason 
why South Australia, which contains so many 
gentlemen of standing and education, should not 
also possess such a desirable place of " reunion ;" 
and I trust the next attempt will establish it on a 
firmer basis. 



QonttaaenX Hoote. 
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PUBLIC HOUSES — tMFBOTIDBNCB AND ZZTHATAGANCB OW 
THK WOHKIMO CLASSBI, COMPARBD WITH TBI OBRMAIf 
COLONISTS— POPUI^TIOn OP THE COLONY— CENB1TB HB- 
TORNB-^THB OEBKAN BBTTLBHBNTS — VVXBKS. Or 8TBAM 
AND OTBBB If ILLS — HANUPACTORIBS — THE BANKS — 
NZW8PAPBBS — AHUBZMBNTS AND SOCIETY — PICNICS — CON- 

CBBT8 — nOSPITALITT— HUNTING BACB8 — THE BLESSINGS. 

OF A PBBB POPULATION AB COHPARXD WITH THE CONVICT 
STSTBH — LOYALTY OP THE COLONISTS. 



n tif Public HiwM «• tht Provittee of South Australiji, for the 
Ytart 1840, 1M1, 1842, 1843, and 1844. 



LoeaUty. 


Number of Public Houceitn tfacyev.l 














69 
7 

37 


68 
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33 


34 
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Port Adelaide and Albert Town. 

Connti?, InclndiDg Port Lincoln 

•DdKangwooIilBud 


107 


lOB 


81 


67 


70 





A. H. MUNDY, ColonU Seeretuj. 
CokuUl Becntary'i 09ce, 31it Juiiut7, ISU. 

The above Government return, shews the number of 
public houses in Adelaide and suburbs to be 37 ; 
in the country 33 ; the latter, are perhaps indispen- 
sable for the sake of affording accommodation to 
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travellers i but the fonner, although reduced to 
half the number of the year 1840, when they 
amounted to 70, might still further be reduced, 
many of them being but so many lounging places 
for the working classes to spend their earnings in, 
and engendering habits of dissipation amongst those 
who ought to be saving their money.* I may 
mention one fact to illustrate this assertion : On a 
Saturday morning, in Adelaide, J paid one of out 
shepherds the balance of his year's wages, some 
£23, ; with this, he started off to one of these pubhc 
houses, on a " spree," as he called it ; on Monday 

* The folloTing is a list of all the Ucenus granted to trades in 
the Province, vith the amoant of the fees payable uumally : — 

LIC£F)SX TXXS. 

For a general publican's license . £25 

For the sale of wine and beer only. . 12 

For a storekeeper*! hcense, authorising 
to sell not less than a gallon of wine, 
■pirits, &c. . .500 

For an anctioneer's license, within 10 

miles of Adelaide . . 25 

Ditto, more than 10 miles &om Ade- 
laide . 10 

Ditto, partnership license, extra 10 

Ditto, anclioneer's clerk, extra 10 

For an appraiser's license, if not at the 

same time an auctioneer . 5 

For a distiller and rectifier's license. . 25 
To obtain this last license, an application must be made to the 
Governor, throngh the Colonial Secretary. 
K S 
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morning follovingf my gentleman again waited on 
me, his fiice cut, his eye bunged up, and one of his 
hands in a sling. Upon my inquiring what he 
wanted, he said he had come to ask me for half- 
a-crown, to pay his way up to the station again, 
not having a farthing left. I expressed my surprise, 
that he should possibly have spent so large a sum 
in so short a time ; when he answered very coolly, 
that early on Saturday night, he had become quite 
intosicated, and insensible, that he did not " pick 
himself up again," for twenty-four hours, and then 
found all his money gone, being told by the people 
of the public house, that he had spent it, in 
" treating his friends." — With this improbable 
story, poor H. W. was obliged to trudge off, and 
being one of our best shepherds, I s^t him back to 
his flock, to economize for another twelve months, 
and probably to have then, " another such a short- 
lived spree." 

This addiction to drink, is a sad failing with 
many of our English, Irish, and Scotch servants. 
In the bush, they never get anything stronger than 
tea; their wants for clothing are very trifling, and 
a steady man can easily save £20 a year out of his 
wages of £25. ; but let them come within hail of a 
public house, and many will drink themselves into 
a state of stupid intoxication, with their year's 
savings, for days together. They are, however, not 
all of this description ; some of our own shepherds, 
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have handsome sume to their credit, at the banks, 
and 1 was not unfrequently commissioned to lodge 
the money for them, and bring them the blue 
printed deposit receipts, out to their station. 

Nowsee how differently the German labourer in the 
colony acts ; the necessity of every ferthinghe spends 
is seriously weighed, before he parts with it ; you 
never see a (German in a public house drinking 
spirits ; he will come into town many miles afoot, 
carrying, perhaps, a heavy load of vegetables, or 
what not, for the market ; after he has sold his goods, 
he will take a lump of bread out of Lis pockety 
brought with him from home, of his housewife's 
own baking, and his day's profit must have been 
very good, to induce him to buy, even a glass of 
ale, to wash down his frugal dinner j more fre- 
quently it is a draught of spring water : the result 
to the one is, therefore, a constant state of dependence, 
although not of want, as they are always sure 
of employment, (this very fiict of their so easily 
replacing the means for their extravagance, being, 
perhaps, the leading cause of it,) whilst to the 
other, the prospect is held out, of a steadily increas- 
ing and sure independence. 

The population of South Australia is estimated at 
20.000, and is rapidly increasing, both by the re- 
sumed emigration from the mother country, and by 
numbers of all classes of free emigrants, who are 
crowding into South Australia from New Zealand, 
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New South Wales, Port Phillip, and Van Diemen's 
Land, in consequence of the feTonrable prospects they 
have of doing much better in South Australia than 
any where else.* This latter is the most &Tourahle 
description of emigration to the colony, as our 
population is increased at the expense of the other 
provinces, by people who have already acquired 
some experience as settlers. The last official census 
returns are of February, 1 844, they are given to 

• Bmeral Summary of ImmlgratUm /or Ihtj/tar iBit, 



Great Britain.... 
Britlib ColoniM.. 
Foreign States.... 



Biceu or Immigranta at Port AdeWde.... 
SitJniBted iuereue of population b; arrivali 



le ofpopnlaUon bflmmlgratioD 



A. M. HDHDY, CaloDlat Secretary. 
gaural BuMtnarn af ZtnmJfraNoft, /er (hi guarltr ending April C, 1B46. 
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613 


109 

4 








767 
HO 
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Bx«« of ImmlgwwU 


617 





Tbl* Retnin lk» been eoaipiled ttwa tbe Official Becordi of thti Offlee. 
A. K. HDNDT. Colonial Seeretiu? . 
Coh»i»l SecKUr;'! Office, «3rd April, l$4«. 
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shew the relative proportions of the sexes, the average 
of ages, and religion of the population. 



Betunt Atmng the age, reUgioH, ooimpatioit, and trade or ealUiig qf 
peraont im the Provinoe of South A.tutraliA, w F^miarj/, 1B14. 



HmnbenofMcbAga. 


Su. 


Total. 


Hale. 


Fem. 




eoo 

1*69 
1332 
OSS 

467 
44 

9686 


834 
1434 

1S41 
806 

SQ96 
iSI 
18 

7670 


1784 
S8M 
2063 
1788 
7428 
138 
68 

I7I06 






Twenty-one knd aadet tottj'ir* .... 









BBUOION. 

Charch of Bntland 0418 

ChoTch of Scotland 1601 

Wwlejui Uetbodiiti 1666 

Other FrotMtant DlMenten 3900 

Romu Catholic* 1066 

Jew* - » 



Of the above, about 1500 are Oennang. — The 
-first body of these people arrived in the colony- in 
November and December, 1838, in the ship Zebra, 
Captain Hahn — and the Prince Gleorge from Ham- 
4)UTgh — part of them were located near Adelaide, 
where they established the village of Klemzig, those 
by the " Zebra " having settled on part of a special 
survey, in the Mount Barker District, calling 
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the Tillage Hahndorf, after the Captain of the 
Teasel from whom they experienced much kindness 
on the Toyage out Religious persecution was the 
primary cause of their expatriation, they belonging 
to the ETangeUcal Lutheran persuasion; and the 
cleigyman of their community in Prussia, the Rct. 
Mr. Karel, accompanied them, and has cTer since 
continued their spiritual pastor in the colony : nnob- 
trusiTe in their manners, highly industrious, and of 
economical habits, these German emigrants now 
form a Teiy independent and prosperous portion of 
the South Australian community ; the annals of the 
Supreme Court can bear witness to their general 
orderly behaviour, as I believe there has been no 
single instance in which one of these Gtermans was 
convicted of a serious offence. The Rev. Mr. Kavel, 
whose iudefetigable labours in attending to the 
several widely separated German settlements, can- 
not be too highly spoken of, possesses a considerable 
d^^ree of authority amongst them, and is treated by 
them with the greatest respect Without any other 
than moral control, his influence is so great, that in 
any dispute, or the punishment of minor offences, 
he is able to exercise full authority over them, with- 
out having to call in the aid of the local authorities ; 
the offender being simply admonished, and with 
complete effect, from the pulpit, after divine service. 
They are strictly religious ; but a certain degree of 
jealousy is entertained by them against becoming 
amalgamated with the English population of the 
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colony, as marriages vith English are not encouraged 
by them. It has been objected to these Oerman 
emigrants, that the colonists do not derive any 
direct accession of labour from them, as they gene- 
rally keep t(^;ether in separate communities ; but 
this is not a liberal view to take, as tiiey rent a good 
deal of land from English proprietors, and when- 
ever not engaged with the cultivation of their own 
&rms, they gladly take work fiom the settlers ; in 
the Mount Barker district particularly, the Hahn- 
dorf villagers have rendered important assistance to 
the Ei^lish agriculturists. As labourers, however, 
they are not to be compared to those from England* 
Scotland, or Ireland ; they are slow, awkward, and 
dull of comprehension, but these less lavourable 
qualities are abundantiy outweighed by their steady 
and persevering plodding industry, and general 
good behaviour. 

At first starting, the community of Hahndorf, 
incurred a debt of £1,500 for provisions, before 
their crops were harvested ; they had besides to 
pay £7. per acre, in annual instalments, for 240 
acres, on which the villsige was located, making 
£1,680 more, exclusive of interest ; wheat cost 
them at that time, £1. per bushel; a pair of draft 
oxen, £40., and a cow, £18. All these debts are 
now paid off, besides having been able to buy 
480 acres more adjoining the village, from go- 
vernment, and they possess many head of cattle 
and horses, and, in &ct, every description of stock. 
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There are at preaent, five German villages in 
South Australia; Klemzig, Hafandorf, Lobethal, 
Bethanien, and Laogmeil; and a r^utar emigra- 
tion from Bremen to Adelaide, has been for some 
time established, under the active superintendence 
of Mr. Edward Delius, who despatches one of 
Mr. Oelrich's lai^e and fine ships, every five or 
six months. This emigration from Germany, will 
become more and more important, as our extensive 
mineral districts are brought into operation ; the 
Germans, from the Hartz mountains, and Saxony, 
are ezcelleat miners and smelters ; the latter being 
the more desirable to us, as from the abundance of 
wood, our smelting operations will be conducted 
principally with charcoal, in which the Germans 
are great adepts. A neatly got up pamphlet, in 
German, embelUshed with a lithographic print of 
the town of Adelaide, and map of the countiy, 
Is being extensively circulated in Germany, by Mr. 
Dehus, containing statistical accounts of the colony, 
by the Rev. Mr. Kavel, as well as numerous letters, 
from German settlers, to their friends at home, 
which give glowiug descriptions of the success 
which has attended them ; and it is pleasing to read, 
the pious and gratefiil feeling towards Providence, 
which pervades all their letters, for having cast their 
lot, in so " blessed a country," as they term it. 

There are many substantial flour mills in 
Adelaide, and the country ; the number at the close 
of last year being, eight steam, seven wind, two 
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water, and four cattle mills ; these mills are kept in 
Tery active work, owing to the large quantities of 
flour, which is now every year exported to the 
neighbouring colonies, Mauritius, and the Gape of 
Gk)od Hope. 

Amongst the manu&ctories, may be reckoned 
1 barilla, 9 breweries, 2 coach, 21 mills, 3 foundries, 
4 machine manufactories, 1 pottery, 1 of salt, 1 of 
snuff and tobacco, 4 soap and candles, 1 of starch, 
7 tanneries, 1 water work. By this, it will be per- 
ceived, that we have all the means of furnishing, 
within the colony itself, the principal requisites of 
articles of daily use, and I must not omit to bear 
testimony to the feet, that every description of 
handicraft, such as carpenters, cabinet makers, 
builders, stone masons, &c., is well found with 
talented artizans. 

There are two banks in Adelaide : the one, is a 
branch of the bank of Australasia, which is incorpo- 
rated by royal charter, and has establishments in all 
the Australian colonies ; the biisiness of this bank 
has, for some time past, been considerably restricted, 
owing to the badness of the times ; a corresponding 
increase to its circulation, is now determined upon, 
by the London directors, as the rapid progress the 
colony is making fully warrants such an extension. 
By fer the largest amount of business is transacted 
by the South Australian Bank, formerly belonging 
to the South Australian Company, but now to a 
distinct proprietary ; the affaire of this bank have 
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for some yean past, been very ably conducted by 
Edward Stephens, Esq., who has, throughout the 
tryiag difficulties of the colony, during the past 
years, extended very liberal assistance to the colo- 
nists, as far as was consistent with the intocsts 
intrusted to his care. 

The annexed tables will clearly demonstrate the 
nature and amount of business transacted by the two 
establishments. 



AffengaU Statmatt ^ the tubiUtia tatd AueU of the Batikittg EriabtiAiwiai 
iff Sotah AiMralia. 



LIABILITIES. 1 


v«. 


NotMh 
drcnlmticm. 


KIbin 
circalatlni. 


DHK-lU. 


BaUoccidDe 
to other Bub. 


Total 
UtbUlttat. 


1841 

1849 
1843 
1M4 


£. .. d. 

ia,TSft 9 

19,408 11 
8,089 11 1 
11,037 13 I 


£. 1. d. 
6,719 e 1 
9,136 11 S 
8,314 S 9 
1,890 17 4 


£. 1. d. 
70,11 S 16 1 

Ba,3a8 9 10 

61,897 7 6 
66,348 17 7 


£. *. d. 
1,961 19 1 
4S9 9 4 
798 14 
787 4 10 


£. w. d. 
&6,3<0 9 9 
74,107 1 
66.044 16 ID 
60.054 18 11 


ASSETS. 1 


Tmh. 


Coin. 


Luded 


BaUDMadne 

from otfatr 

Bsnb. 


ITotei and Bill) 

kU other debto 
doe to die Bank) 


Total Awelfc 


1841 

1843 
1843 
1844 


£. $. d. 
HMO 11 9 
S9,7H 9 C 
87,881 1 
33,493 11 10 


£. t. d. 
4,131 Ifi » 
8,718 ifi 
S.ISS 6 9 
7,867 14 11 


£. * A 
808 7 7 
9,8U IS 
9M4 10 7 
8,066 3 4 


£. .. d. 
807.789 IS fl 
201,746 11 6 
186,067 6 10 
181,111 16 9 


£. >. d. 
868,889 1 6 
338,10s 8 8 
«a5,0« 4 3 
984,637 6 11 
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Ha^-^early Seham of th» aggregate average AmovMt of the Weeiiv lAt^iiMet attd 
Asieta of the Bank of Austraianti, teitAut the Cobmy of &mth AtutraUa, 
from Ovtober ID, 1844, to Aprii 14, 1845, hoOt days inoUuive. 



LIABILIT.B.. 


AM.T,. 1 


£. (. d. 




£. e. <L 


BUU Id drcolBtion not 


Gold, surer, and othw 




bMTtng Intcreat . 1,870 6 6 


Hetali 


6»S6 4 


Note* Id elrGBlation not 






bnring Intereit . 4,310 8 S 







Billi BDd Notd Id cItcqU- 


ffilliof other Bank! 





ttonbeu-ing Intereit . 


Bdianen doe from other 






Bukt 





Buki 


Debt! due t« the Corpora- 




Cub departed not b««ring 


tloD, Inelodlng notsi. 




Iaten>t . 16,68S 18 10 


bllli, ft other ■ec>iritlei93,S7B 3 %\ 










Total AMCti.... 




Total UBbilitles.... 95,e60 16 


38,443 7 * 



Bank of AnftialatU, AdeUlda, IMi April, IBlfi. 



iy-weirUi Staiemetaqf tie aeeroge Weekly Amotmt qf the lAaHiUiei tmd Attett 
M the Bomk of SoirtA jliutroZio, m a« Protrttuv of South AuttraUa, from 
Nowmber 26, 1844, to May 28. 1846, both day* vt^tnve. 



UABIUTIU. 


AMira. 


£. s. d. 
Note* In dretdalloa Bot 

bearlo; Intarwt . 1,906 8 6 

Billi and KotM In timila- 

tioo bearioB iQtereM . 

Balaneat doe to other 

Baoki . 447 10 4 

Caih depodted sot bear- 
ing lDtn«(t . 90,058 10 8 

tmat . 10,740 10 8 


£. *■ <t 

Gold, SUtbt, and oib« 

Uelali' . 90,185 9 

Landed Pnpeitj (Bank 

Premke., 4c) . 7,646 7 8 

Bfl1« of other Sanki . 

Balance* doe thun other 

Bank* . 996 10 1 

Debt* doe to the Bank, In- 
eluding BOla, Notei, 
fte. .141,090 10 B 


TotalUaUlltiM.... 67,907 6 


Total Ai*«t*.... 170,496 16 7 



Bank of Soath Anitralla, Adelaide, S7th Ha;, 1B4C. 



BDWARD STEPHENS, Manager, 
QEOaOB TINLINB, Aeeoaatant 
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Amongst other public institutions may be men- 
tioned, the Savings Bank, ander the presidency of 
the OoTemor, vice president, five trustees, and other 
directors. Three lodges of Free-masons, viz : the 
Lodge of Friendship, No. 613 ; Lodge of Harmony, 
and Lodge of St. John} seven lodges of Odd 
FellowB ; Total Abstinence Society ; Subscription 
Library; and Auxiliary Bible Society. 

There are at present, three newspapers published 
at Adelaide, one every other day; the Register, the 
Southern Australian, and the Observer. The first- 
mentioned one is of the longest standing, although 
it has changed its proprietorship a great many 
times. The Observer, is the best got up of the 
three, as far as type, and general selection of 
extracts from the European papers, which may 
prove interesting to the colonist, goes ; a great 
improvement has also, of late years, taken place in 
the general tone pervading the political portion of 
the press; a very common mistake, in colonial 
newspapers, being to try, and enforce argument, by 
violent and grossly personal invective.* 

* The Bev. Mr. Mackenzie, in his interesting little volume on 
Aaatnlia, has the following amiiBing remitrks on the Sydney 
Press :— 

"Someof our colonial pnblications, atand greatly in need of 
pruning ; about these, there is one very amusing peculiarity. 
Ifyonhappen to advance any opinion, or endeafourto eatabliah 
any doctrine, nnpalatable to the editor, instead of attempting to 
refute, or disprove by argnment, yonr statements, he imme- 
diately fidls foul of yourself; abases yon personaUy, and, if 
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English readers might easily wonder, -what ma- 
terial there can be in the colony, to support three, 
if not four newspapers, for a fourth has lately been 
started, by Mr. Oeoi^ Stephenson, the former 
proprietor, and talented editor, of the Register ; it 
may be supposed, that a dearth of informatioD must 
frequently occur, when the arrivals from Europe are 
protracted by contrary winds, or otherwise. But 
the principal uses of the local papers are, the 
medium they afford for advertising; this being 
the leading source, whence the profit is derived 
by the newspaper proprietors ; a large part of all 
goods, imported into the colony, are sold by auction, 
which requires a preliminary and lengthy announce- 
ment, in the papers of the day. 

Of amusements we do not boast many, for the 
very good reason, that where nobody is, or ought to 
be idle, amusements are not wanted ; stOI, social 
intercourse, in all ita refinement, is kept up 
amongst the different families ; and strangers, who 
have visited our shores for a short time, may be 
able to bear testimony to the gaieties, which enliven 
our society periodically. His Eicellency the 
Governor, hospitably entertains the principal colo- 
nists very often, in addition to two very large 
parties, given at Government House, on the Queen's 
birth-day, and the Anniversary of the foundation of 

there is anything objectionable in all joai paat hiatoiy, be 
n^es it up, and pUces it againat your Btatementai to prove, of 
coaiae, that they are incorrect." 
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the colony, in December; when from 2 to 300 of 
-the most respectable colonists, enjoy the festivities 
of the evening ; these are generally followed by 
other parties, given by the higher offidlals, and 
principal residents, to say nothing of the bachelors' 
balls, which have a high reputation for the spirit, 
and liberality, with which they are got up. Picnics 
are also a very favourite amusement ; the different 
glens amongst the hills, in the immediate neighbour- 
hood of Adelaide, the proximity of the coast, and 
many pretty country residences, within four or 
fire miles of the town, affording numerous places of 
resort for this purpose. Picnics in Australia, may 
be undertaken without fear and trembling for the 
usual concomitant to such amusements in England, 
namely, a pelting shower of rain ; and the pleasure 
of these rural meetings, when they are prolonged 
beyond sun-down, which often happens, is much 
enhanced, by the delicious moonlight nights we 
boast of possessing. 

Amateur concerts are also of frequent occurrence, 
many being given for charitable purposes, at which 
tlie first ladies in the colony do not consider it 
beneath th^ dignity to assist. 

Hospitality reigns throughout the land, in good 
old English style : a person may get on his horse in 
Adelaide, and ride north or south or east, and leave 
his purse behind him ; for he will be able to traverse 
the whole colony, without expense, and find a 
hearty welcome, with comfortable accommodation 
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.for himself and beast, every eTeoing; indeed, the 
-accommodation of casual strangers and travellers ia 
ao much looked upon as a matter of course, that at 
moat country establishments there are apartments 
alw^s kept ready for that purpose, as travellers 
arrive at all hours of the day, and not unfrequently 
in the middle of the night. The universal beverage 
being tea, the tea-pot on such occasions become of 
great importance,' and is often of gigantic size, the 
beverage being considered as refreshing afc^r a hot 
ride as-anything one could drink. Pre-eminent for 
hospitality, is the country residence, of Captain 
Bagot,M.C.,calledKboiiiung8t; being sitiutted near the 
thoroughfare to thenorth, thenupiber of people who in 
the course of the year partake of :hi3 hospitable kind 
attentions, and that of his family, could hardly be 
credited. The privacy of his femily being so 
constantly broken in upon, must have often been 
disagreeable to him; but he did not mind this, his 
maximi being, rather to afford accommodation to all 
travellers at his own residence, than to have a 
public house near him, bringing with it the baneful 
evil of the.eale of spirits. 

All the purely English sports are kept up with 
much spirit in the colony ; hunting, racing, and, in 
a less degree cricket, are, in the proper seasons, 
much patronised. The neighbourhood of Adelaide 
has been for the last three or four years, hunted by 
a' pack of harriers, under the management of George 
Hamilton, Esq., which have afforded some splendid 
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Bport, before the gatne became as Bcarce as it is now, 
owing to the increase in the cultivation ; the kan- 
garoo and dingo, or native dog, are the game 
hunted, both of which give good runs, the latter not 
unfrequcDtly escaping, after a burst of eight w ten 
miles, by ensconcing himself into one . of the 
wombat holes, with which the country abounds. 

The annual races are very popular, and well 
attended, causing for the time they last, usually 
three days, almost a total stagnation of business. 
Adelaide boasts of as fine a race-course in the 
immediate neighbourhood of the town, as any in the 
world ; perfectly level, and without a single stump 
of a tree or stone, it presents a fair field for eques- 
trian feats. The- beginning of January is the time 
set apart for these truly national sports, and then 
the settler comes into Adelaide from far and near, 
top-boots and cut-aways are the order of the day, 
and the steady old nag, who has been accustomed 
for months before to jog through the bush at his 
own pace, gets extra allowances of com, and a 
double application of curry-comb and brush, to be 
able to show off on the race-course, in galloping 
from' one point to another, for every body is on 
horseback. His Excellency the Governor, with 
laudable spirit, not only supports the races with his 
annual subscription, but daily honours the race- 
course with his presence, and the multitude assembled 
on those days, were not slow in acknowledging the 
compliment, by the very hearty cheering with which 
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the Governor's arrival and departure, were every 
day hailed. No greater and more couTincing proof 
can be given, of the very orderly nature of the 
South Australian population, when I say, that out 
of the thousanda assembled in January I84i5, to 
vitness the races, at a time too, when most of the 
labouring classes had plenty of money, and means 
of becoming intoxicated and riotous, not one case of 
disorderly behaviour occurred, which called for the 
active interference of the police. 

With regard to general morals and respectability 
of the whole South Australian population, this tho- 
roughly British colony ranks foremost amongst all 
the Australian Provinces, without exception. The 
blessings of free emigration having been secured to 
us from the commencement. South Australia may 
be said to stand amongst the Australian convict 
colonies, like an oasis in the desert. Let the official 
Qovemment return of convictions in the South 
Australian courts of justice, speak to the truth of 
this, and then compare this table viih the same 
documents published in the other colonies ; read the 
publications on New South Wales, and the state- 
ments of the frightful amount of crime in Van 
Diemen's Land, as contained in the Petition, lately 
presented to Parliament, by the free settlers of that 
colony, and every one must admit, that we have 
cause to be grateful, that our beautiful land was 
saved from snch a &te. 

With the state of things in the neighbouring 
L 2 
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colonies, constantly before our eyes, do we value our 
privilege of having a free population, and when it 
became a short time since rumoured, that a consign- 
ment of the Parkhurst boys was contemplated to 
South AuBtralia, the whole colony determined to 
resist their introduction, by every constitutional 
means within their power ; petitions to the Queen 
and Parliament, in firm, but respectful language, 
were in a short time signed by thousands, and it was 
perhaps the first time, that amongst the signatures 
were found the names of fathers, who signed for 
thefnselves, and the number of children of which 
their femilies were composed ; thus, speaking 
volumes of the religious dread every one entertained 
of the moral contamination to be apprehended to the 
rising generation, firom their introduction. 

In South Australia there are no bush-rangers ; 
the distance of our Province from New South 
Wales, from which it is divided by large tracts of 
unoccupied country, is a good safeguard against the 
introduction of runaway convicts, who even if they 
succeeded in reaching the Province, would soon be 
ferreted out by our very efficient and active police ; 
or were bush-ranging attempted, there would be no 
lack of spirit amongst our settlers to put a stop to 
it at once, in the same summary way that my friend, 
Mr. Fowler, and his gallant companions did in Port 
Phillip.— The greatest security, therefore, prevails 
both in town and country, nhich there is no reason 
to apprehend will be infringed. 
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The loyalty of the South Australian Colonists, 
and their attachment to the mother country, not- 
withstanding that we are, on the whole, treated in 
a very step-motherly way by the Home CJovem- 
ment, is undoubted. Witness the alacrity with 
which congratulatory addresses have been, and will 
be promoted on every occasion in which the feelings 
of an Englishman expand towards our gracious 
Sovereign. — Wbatever injustice may have occurred 
in the policy of the Govemment towards this dis- 
tant dependency, our devotion to the Queen and 
Royal Family is verdant and blooming as the spring 
flower, and on Her Majesty's birthday the levee of 
His Excellency, the Governor, as Her Majesty's re- 
presentative, is crowded by well dressed Colonists, 
■who come to town from the north and south to 
render that homage which is innate in the heart of 
every Englishman. 



ioy Google 



CHAPTER V. 

THC MOUNT BARKIB, AND AOIACKNT HILL DinTBICTI. 

This district lies due east of the tovn of Adelaide, 
from which it is distant 25 miles. On leaving the 
town the road runs across the plains for three miles, 
when it enters the Mount Lofty ranges at Glen 
Osmond, immediately on the left of which are 
situated the Olen Osmond Lead Mines, the property 
of Osmond Gilles, Esq. Although the importance 
of a road to the eastward, to the Mount Barker and 
Strathalbyn districts on to the River Murray, was 
early admitted, the diffiicalty of finding a good pass 
was such, that it was not till the close of 1840 that 
a suitable line was adopted. Early in lfj4I the 
forming of a road was commenced, and though 
still incomplete, has long afforded easy access to 
the agricultural districts across the ranges. The 
road, formed by the building of many hundred 
lineal yards of retaining wall, from three to fifteen 
feet high, and cuttings in the bank in many places 
16 feet deep, winds up the lovely glen, presenting 
constantly varying and beautiful tableaux of rural 
scenery, till you reach the first elevatioD, where a 
magnificent coup d'ceil of the surrounding country 
avraits you. To the right and left rise a mass of 
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rounded bills of every size, broken into numerous 
little valleys and covered vnth noble trees and a 
verdant award; at your feet commence the Adelaide 
plains running west and north for many miles, as 
&r as the eye can see, you observe how eztendvely 
the land has been enclosed and cultivated, and the 
former arid surface of the plaing changed into 
waving corn-fields; the town of Adelaide next 
catches your attention, and beyond that, the vratera 
of the Gulf, and the Inlet which forms the Port, 
with the tall masts of the shipping. 

On the highest part of the range has been 
erected an excellent inn, substantially built of stone, 
and well furnished ; this place is, during the heat of 
summer, much resorted to by parties from town, 
who wish to enjoy the pleasant mildness of the 
temperature. From the inn to Mount Barker the 
road is in progress of being made, but not yet com- 
pleted, as it ia of some extent. I am indebted to 
my friend, Mr. Robert Davenport, for the following 
account of this district, he having resided there 
some years on his estate of Battunga, and I 
proceed in his own words : — 

" This district takes its name from the mountain 
in the neighbourhood, called Mount Barker; it 
rises to upwards of 3000 feet above the sea . level, 
and is a distinguished object for many miles around. 
The locality has been esteemed one of the finest 
tracts of country in New Holland. All British 
grains and fruits are here cUmatized. X should 
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believe, that od the rich and sheltered slopes and 
valleys, the natural soil will yield, varying from 
two, three, and more succeaaive seasons, wheat, po- 
tatoes, and beans ; (plants, which an English lar- 
mer would say, are good testa of the capabilities of 
land) crops, in quality and abundance equal to the 
highest artificiaUproducts of this country. Indeed, 
the climate and products of the hills, are delight- 
fully adapted for the residence of British habits 
and tastes. 

" In alluding to what is more properly the Mount 
Barker District, as lying immediately at the foot of 
that mountaiu — I would comprehend in my esti- 
mate, other more or less broad localities, which 
rank with any iu beauty and Jruitfulneas. 

" Having, since I returned to this country, in 
June last, travelled through the west and south 
of England, to the Land's End — partly with a view 
to observe and compare the features and rocks which 
are characteristic of that part of the kingdom, j 
am at liberty, perhaps, to express a judgment on 
their resemblance to (tortious of South Australia, 
with which I am better acquainted. Excepting water 
scenery (of which there is a scarcity) to enliven and 
enrich the landscape, I do not see in what re- 
spect the choicest portions of the hilly districts in 
the colony, are not comparable to the most attrac- 
tive in Devonshire, and worthy of as spirited land- 
lords and noble mansions. 

" In passing this estimate, which, by some, may 



Digitizecy Google 



ADJACENT DISTRICTS. 153 

be thought too flattering, a little indulgence may be 
allowed, whether needed or not, on account of the 
brightness of our climate, and the evergreen appear- 
ance of the foliage. We have the alluvial moulds, 
which have noted that county in the vegetable 
world, and proximate thereto, the metalliferous rocks 
which have distinguished the barren county of 
Cornwall. It appeared to me, that a corresponding 
kind of igneous agency beneath, acting upon ex- 
actly similar rocks, had produced a very like 
suriace — in rounded hills, interwoven much one 
with the other, presenting with their long and 
gentle slopes, or abrupt sides, a beautiful and diver- 
sified aspect. Near to the pretty village of Bloom- 
field in Somersetshire, at the foot of the line of hilla 
which run into Cornwall — where some men, in the 
centre of a grassy farm were at work, opening a 
shaft to a newly discovered vein of copper ore, I 
was especially struck with the resemblances in the 
lay of slaty and quartz rocks, and in the variegated 
scenery which enclosed all the view, hill and dale, 
adapted for the grazier or the plough. 

" The best portions of land on the hilU, as some 
of the most eligible parts of the plains, were taken 
up, in the earlier history of the colony, by pur- 
chaBers of *' special surveys," who, in selecting such, 
were privil^;ed to choose not less than 4000 out 
of an extent surveyed for them by the Oovemment 
not exceeding 15,000 ; that amount then constituted 
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a special survey, Such a system of selection was 
soon abolished. 

" The original proprietors of these surveys, are, in 
a few 08368, resident as part occupiers, and most of 
the occupied land being in the hands of small 
fanners — men, many of them, risen from the 
labouring class, by earnings gotten in the eolony, 
■who have taken 40, 80, or more acres, for a term of 
7, 10, or 14 years at an improving rent, generally 
commencing with 3s, 4s, or &s per acre, and ordi- 
narily, with a right of pre-emption at a sum 
i^reed upon. 

" The Mount Barker 'special survey' is thus lai^y 
appropriated by numerous and respectable parties, 
some of whom are gentlemen engaged formerly 
in professional pursuits in this country, on whom 
the attractions of rural life and independence, with 
the hopes, it may be, of planting rising families in 
a new and expansive world, had operated to place 
than in their new sphere. Visitors to the colony 
from India and elsewhere, who commonly resort to 
Mount Barker to be reireshed by its verdant scenery 
and cooler clime, find large hospitality and English 
comforts at the abodes which welcome them. 
Wheat, barley, oats, potatoes and maize, are exten- 
sively grown; dairy cows and flocks of sheep, are 
kept ; bacon is much cured ; and the quantity of 
land, substantially fenced for all rural purposes, is 
very considerable. Attached to this survey, and 
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comniaiiding a majestic view,i8 the site for theTown- 
ship. It is the 'county town' for the District ; and 
contains a Court-house, where a bench of magis- 
trates assembles once a week — a police station — 
a post office— a school house — a steam flour mill — 
an inn, and some private dwelling places. The 
population increases, and the stone buildings 
assume a respectable appearance. Mr. Duncan 
McFarlane is the principal resident here. His 
substantial and handsome bam is the most conspi- 
cuous erection. It is hoped that his success will 
lead to the rearing of a corresponding dignified 
dwelling place. Mr. McFarlane has grown great 
quantities of grain — used Ridley's reaping machine, 
and employed numbers of the Germans. 

"The village of Hahndorf, populated by from 
300 to 400 Germans, is located on a distant part of 
this estate. In common with other of their country- 
men in the colony, they are pleased with their 
adopted country, where they are prosperous and 
free. 

" The same kind of progress is making on the 
survey, north and west of Mount Barker, of which 
' Naime ' is the township. Here, likewise, are 
signs of considerable advance in trade and import- 
ance. Several subetantial stone-built dwellings are 
erected — a chapel — a windmill — inn and shops, and 
various trades are conducted. Mr. Smillie, father 
to the Advocate-general, is a large owner and 
occupier of this survey. The scenery around his 
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dwelHog is very imposiog. The style of his house 
—its flag-stone simplicity — reminded me of the old 
Gkithic erections of home ; and the hospitality is 
quite in keeping. 

" Bearing west and south to Mount Barker, ex- 
tending some ten miles distant, is the * Three Bro- 
thers Special Surrey.* It contains enterprising 
settlers, some of whom possess beautiful farms, luxu- 
riant gardens and orchards. Some gentlemen are 
imitating their forefathers, by laying out grounds 
in broad old English style. ' Echunga Springs,' 
the property of the Hon. Jacob Hagen, Member of 
Council, has a most valuable garden and orchard of 
more than seven acres in extent, producing, in 
abundance, all British fruits and vegetables ; and the 
spot is enriched with the best fruits of the south of 
Europe, and the choicest forest trees and garden 
flowers. The estate is tenanted and ably superin- 
tended by Mr. Duffield, who baa very successfully 
cultivated the hop, and manufactured the wine 
known as * Elchunga Hock,' in flavour resembling 
Moselle. A substantial wind-mill has lately been 
erected close to the form premises. 

" East of the Three Brothers, and spreading south 
of Mount Barker to the source of the Angas, lies 
the ' Davenport Survey,' — a pretty country, lightly 
timbered, and presenting, with its open and undu- 
lating scenery, a park-like appearance. In a few of 
its richest valleys, where water is more accessible, a 
like system of location is carried on. A man con- 
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stracts his cottage, opens a spring of water, fonns a 
garden, and encloses a field or paddock, keeps a 
few head of cattle, grows his own grain, and fre- 
quently kills his own meat. Many English, Scotch, 
and Irish, are thus scattered about. Some are pos- 
sessed of drays and bullocks, and the few farm im- 
plements which are needed, and thus rendered more 
independent. Those who have them not, get accom- 
modation, generally, by a species of barter with a 
neighbour, of labour produce. But little money is 
had or circulated in the country. 

" The township of this surrey has been named 
'Macclesfield,' in honour of the late Earl, not 
judiciously, I think, as the association, to strangers, 
would revert to the lai^ town of that name in 
England, whereas the spot has the character only of 
a pretty rural village. The native name is ' Kango- 
wirranilla,' — meaning, it is said, the place for kan- 
garoo and water. The sit« is planned on the sources 
of the Angas, whose bubbling stream winds through 
the village, with a copious and unceasing supply of 
the purest water — sufficient, and the fall may be 
available, to turn an overshot wheel of great power. 
A few tradesmen, such as carpenters, wheelwrights, 
tailors, shoemakers, and blacksmiths, are settled 
here, and have always occupation. There is need 
of more such. A medical practitioner, Dr. Cotter, 
resides here. Mr. Samuel Davenport has a stone, 
built substantial cottage, and is extensively cul- 
tivating — with his other broader occupations, the 
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grape and other fruits on the slopes veiging the 
stream. 

" Here, also, is a place of worship, and the Rev. 
Mr. Austin, who has a pretty estate in the neigh- 
bourhood, on which he resides, with a lai^ femily, 
has most liberally tendered his services as a p^tor. 
He r^jularly supplies the pulpit-desk, for which a 
cultivated mind, previous habits, and rehgious devo- 
tion, have eminently qualified him. A congregation 
— numotius and respectable — assembles on the 
Sabbath, in the morning, and alternate aftemooiis, 
either at Mount Barker or Strathalbyn, which 
places Mr. Austin then vifflts to conduct public wor- 
ship. The Governor has appropriated and reserved 
for common use around this township, an extent of 
country — in itsdf, least available for agriculture — 
denominated Park-land. The villagers, who, to- 
gether, have a considerable herd of cattle, use it as 
common pasture land. As the day sinks to repose, 
in the soft lustre of retiring eve, the children return 
with their vilh^ chai^ whose approach may be 
known by the tinkling of the bell, or the bdlow of 
the cattle ; and you are reminded of some of the 
most peaceful and serene of home-assodations, 
where — 

" llui lowing herd windt alowly o'er the Ie&." 

" A resident in a new country, where society is 
emerging from its most in&nt condition, is led easily 
to account for the origin and establishment of some 
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of the fundamental common- law rights of the mother 
land. 

*' Lover down the stream, about seven miles, is the 
township of Strathalbyn, belonging to the ' Angas 
Survey.' This was taken by Dr. Rankin, and 
other Scotch proprietors ; it bears evident signs of 
Scotch enterprise and success. Dr. Rankin's place 
is quite picturesque. His house stands on a rocky 
eminence, overlooking the bed of the Angas, and 
the high craggy roeks which skirt some portion of 
its channel. He has diverted the stream of the river 
to irrigate, at pleasure, his fertile garden and potatoe 
lands. 

"The occupiers on this survey are numerous; 
some quite wealthy, in amount of sheep and cattle. 
The township enlai^;es, has a good sized inn, and 
store-house, commodious for travellers, to and 
from Wellington and Lake Victoria. 

" The ' Meadows Survey,' lies to the south and 
east of the ' Three Brothers.' This contains 
excellent land, and has produced some of the 
heaviest wheat gjown in the colony. Generally, I 
think, it is more sheltered from the north by the 
hills in the back ground ; and the subsoij frequently 
being clay, which I consider best for wheat lands in 
a warm climate, accounts partly for the fermer's 
success. Last year, wheat was grown here, by 
Messrs. Stamford, of the weight of 661bs. l2oz. to 
the imperial bushel. 

" The &nn I purchased soon after I arrived in the 
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colony, and which I occupied whilst there, is a 
portion of this survey ; 300 acres are now appor- 
tioned off, and enclosed, by three and four post and 
rail fences. 1 found it exceedingly productive of Eu- 
ropeangrainsandiTuits,ofalmosteverydescription. I 
have orchards and plantations of the apple, peach, 
almond, Sec. and acme hundreds of trees. The olive 
thrives, and the best varieties of the grape ; though 
beautiful in growth, I doubt if the orange will 
ripen its fruit on the hills. My best trees I 
got from Mr.McArthnr'sgardeninNew South Wales. 
I have encouraged a few mechanics and labourers 
to settle around me, whose employ I could at any 
time command, and who, by reason of their pro- 
ductive little homesteads placing them in so inde- 
pendent a position, I have never found to be any 
incumbrance. I have named the place ' Battunga,' 
afterthe native appellation, which the nativeainterpret 
to mean ' the place of large trees.' The native names 
are not only significant, but, generally, melodious, 
and I think there is some interest in adopting 
them, wherever practicable, in place of any foreign 
names. They appear to have a designation which is 
expressive of some peculiarity, for every spot or 
location. 

" Messrs. Stamford have a large farm and dairy 
here: I have seen tons of cheese on their premises ; 
they were farmers formerly in Kent. Lieutenant 
Dashwood has lai^e and complete (ana premises 
also. His place, enclosed by hills, is very pretty, 
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as well as productive. . He has a iraluable breed of 
short-horn cattle about him. 

" The ' Greenhill's Survey,' south and east of the 
MeadowR, has a considerable breadth of rich land, 
some of the best agricultural slopes in the colony, 
and its grazing qualities seem to be superior ; the 
scenery generally is hilly, sometimes very steep, but 
expands to a flat of great extent, making the view 
truly noble at some points, where it embraces the 
munificent and soft verdure of a park. The eye 
surveys a scene, worthy, even in its wild luxuriance, 
to rank with the princely domains of this country. 
With a graceful outline of hills, exp<ffling, more or 
less, in bold prominence, bright verdure, or rocky 
frontage, is contrasted the gloom of surrounding 
ravines, down which streams fall to the Finniss, 
whose plains, opening below, afibrd you, in the 
distance, a view of Lake Alexandrina, Point Mal- 
colm on the opposite shore, and the white sand- 
banks of the Coorong. This survey belongs to 
several proprietors, most of whom, I believe, are 
resident in this country. 

" The foregoing may supply a slight acquaintance 
with that part of the colony, with which I am 
better acquainted. I have no wish to disparage any 
other, which have the same kind of attractions, and 
are undergoing a like progress. The roads, 
throughout, and connecting these several surveys, 
are generally very good, naturally. 

" If the notions of the great Sir Walter Raleigh, 
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who haa been styled the " Father of Colonization," 
are sound, as to the inevitable growth and enlarge- 
ment of a nation, with our goverament, institutions, 
climate and country, we, surely, promise to be 
great, populous, and wealthy. The climate is very 
agreeable, and so frequeotiy chilly, that I would 
recommend to any one abont to become a resident 
on the hills, the proriding a good supply of warm 
English clothes. 

" In some places, either in streams or water holes, 
there is permanent surlace water; and generally, 
plenty for all purposes. The winter rains, when I 
was in the colony, were excessive ; summer showers 
occanonally fell. The larm produce, I have said, 
is abundant and excellent. I am hardly able, confi- 
dently, to speak to average amounts, neither do I 
think it altogether desirable. Soils vary ; situation, 
aspect, and other causes, materially influence the 
eligibility of spots ; some of the more lavoured of 
which, will yield, I should beheve, equal to any 
alluvial land in the world. Soils are more or less 
sandy, loamy, stiff or clayey, or contain greater 
quantities of vegetable mould, as they do in this 
country. The iarm implements in use, generally, 
are made in the neighbourhood, and are preferable 
to those imported. The ox is in general use for 
draft purposes, but I think horses will be commonly 
introduced for tillage, and home work. The former 
is better for turning up new lands, and for the steady 
draft required on the roads. 
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" In Australia, — as, I suppose, on wild lands in all 
new countries, — you readily tell, by the species of 
timber seen growing, what is the quality of the soil, 
and in some cases the nature of the subsoil. The 
differences are soon known. On the hills, the most 
hungry looking soils grow trees of the stateliest 
dimensions, but of a particular kind only — commonly 
called the stringy bark — a very serviceable timber 
in the construction of houses, farm premises, and 
fences. There is vast abundance of it All our 
best lands are encompassed by these hilly forests. 
Settlera are allowed fiill liberty to take what they 
please for their own purposes, but any man working 
in the forest as an independent trader, the law re- 
quires him to have a license from the Government, 
whch costs £], and has to be renewed annually. 

"I am disposed to account for the lesser density of 
the forests in Australia, to those of cooler regions — 
such as New Zealand and Van Diemen's Land — 
to the more destructive effect of fires during the 
summer. Formerly, and before the increase of 
cattle and sheep kept under the herbage, ^ese must 
have raged with a much more awful effect. They 
consume quantities of the dead and fellen timber, 
and kill much which has the vigour of life and age. 

" I am not able to classify, or technically to allude 
to, our native grasses. The species, I judge, are 
numerous, and very nourishing, and during a great 
portion of the year present a bright and meadow- 
like appearance. A species of wild oat has perhaps 
H 2 
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moat substance. The award on aome spots ie as fine 
and close as need be. 

" We have, in the Mount Barker district, good and 
useful building atone, slate, and marble. Abundance 
of limestone. Just previous to leaving the colony, 
I purchased of the Government a hilly eminence, 
which appears to be a solid mass of the purest lime- 
stone; many cart loads had been dug out We 
have, also, brick earth, which is occasionally used. 

"At Mount Barker, cockatoos, parrots, &c., pilfer 
our grain very much. Cockatoos very soon find 
out a newly sown piece of land. Parrots often 
inhabit a wheat rick as do sparrows at home. 

" We have no annoyance from insects, except occa- 
sionally, in the summer months, by a musquito fly; 
and one season a species of grub proved destructive 
to a variety of plants. 

" In conclusion, I would just observe, that as neigh- 
bourhoods rise, larailies grow up, and population 
increases, it is very desirable that some adequate 
supply of the means of religious instruction and 
suitable education, accompany such a pr(^;ressive 
condition of the community. 

" At Mount Barker, especially, there is needed a 
clergyman,* and it is believed that a man who really 
valued the duties which would devolve upon him in 
his office, would find support there, and his position 
one of extending interest. Here are a number of 
residents, anxious for their own edification, and the 
* Fide Note, page 126. 
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iiiBtructioQ of tbeir children, and who are more 
attached to the form of worship adopted in the 
establishment. 

" And let me, for a moment, revert you, to your 
classic associations. 

"In Souih Australia we have the climate of Greece, 
and, I imagine, all the elemeuts which constituted 
the greatness of that ancient world. 

"What shall forbid us to be — some future day — 
as distinguished in the temple of iame, and far 
more illustrious in the temple of virtue I Our 
laurels, like our evergreen foliage, need never fade. 
Our conquests will be those of peace ; our triumphs, 
those of truth ! 

" Alone in the ocean, as is Australia — free from 
foreign control, or native power — the people essen- 
tially British in character, institutions, and habits — 
is it not their destiny to exercise vast influence over 
the Southern world — to encircle the beautiful and 
teeming Islands of the Pacific— and to roll even a 
tide of light to the broad East ! 

"Of the Ancients, let us retain their monuments of 
genius, — to adorn our cities — to fire our senate ; but 
let us not foi^t that we possess a wisdom which 
they never knew, — which informs us of eternal 
laws, which points iu to a ' Known God,' and 
Redeemer." 
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The GovenmieDt of the colony is vested in the 
Governor, and is assisted by the L^slative Council ; 
there is, besides, an Executive Council, for the 
hearing of appeals from the superior courts, com- 
posed of the Governor and the three highest govern- 
ment officers. His Excellency has had to support 
his dignity, hitherto, on the very meagre salary of 
£1000. per annum. It has now been increased by 
one half. The Coundl, formerly, consisted only of 
the Governor and four other official members ; since 
the pasfflng of the Act for the better government of 
South Australia, it is composed of materials more 
congenial to the colonists, and may be looked upon 
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as a first step towards a re^resentatiTe assembly. 
The members are all selected by his Excellency, 
who has the power to suspend, but cannot remove, 
the non-officral members, without the consent of Her 
Majesty first obtained. They are — 

His Excellency the Giovemor -^ 

Colonial Secretary / . 

Advocate-General T 

Registrar-General j 

Thomas Shuldam O'Halloran, Esq. ~\ 

John Morphett, Esq. f 

Jacob Hagen, E«i. V Non-official. 

Charles Harvey Bagot, Esq. j 

The Members of Council are styled, Honourable. 

The Governor retains a casting vote in addition 
to his vote as a member. A very neat Council 
chamber has been built close to Government House, 
the furniture of which, being made of colonial 
mahogany, called blackwood, has a very elegant 
appearance. 

Although the Council as at present constituted 
works satisfactorily, it is hoped, that the time may 
not be far distant, when Her Majesty may see fit to 
grant us a Representative Assembly; Guizot, in 
his "Histoire de la Civilization," lays down the 
principle that, " Nulla taxe n'est l^^time, si elle 
n'est consent^ par oelui qui doit la payer, . . . 
oe maxime fait partie de ce tr^r de justice, et de 
bon sens que le genre humain ne perd jamais tout 
entier." We are sufficiently impatient to see this 
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maxim applied to South Australia, which contains 
a far greater amount of respectability, and superior 
intelligence, in proportion to the number of inhabi- 
tants, than is generally supposed could be the case. 
The taxes which the colonists have paid since the 
year 1837, are as follows : — 

1837 Acbninistratioii of Oovemor Hiudmanh 10386 

Ditto, and 
Cokmel Gawler 
Colonel G&wler 

Ditto 

Ditto, and 

Goremor Grey 

GoTenmr Grey 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 



1839 
1840 
1841 



1842 
1843 
1844 
1645 



2,030 
19,826 
30,199 

26.720 
22,074 
24,142 
27,878 



This is no trifling sum to have been paid, without 
having had a word to say in the manner of its 
levying or application. 

The Official EBtabliflhmcnt of the Governor con- 
sists of aPrivate Secretary, Captain O'Halloran (who 
acts also as Clerk of the Council), an Assistant 
Private Secretary, and a Chief Clerk. 

The CoUmkU Secretary's Department.— Co\ovMi 
Secretary, Hon. A. M. Mundy, (salary £600) 
and four subordinate officers.— Mr. Mundy was 
formerly Private Secretary to Governor Grey, who, 
on the retirement of Mr. Jackson, promoted him to 
tliiso$ce. 
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The Treatury. — The Treasurer, Mr. Cktager, is 
absent on leave, and not expected to retam, (salary 
£600) — this office is temporarily filled by the acting 
Registrar-General, Mr. Macdonald. One clerk is 
found sufficient to conduct the active duties of the 
office. Captain Sturt, I believe, is to receive the 
appointment of Treasurer, on his return from his 
exploration. 

A uditor- GeneraVt Department.- — Auditor-General, 
Mr. TT. Maturin, who is also Dep. Asst. Com. 
General of the Forces. 

Mr. Maturin has been complimented by the 
public papers for tfae very clear and Incid arrauge- 
mentof his financial Accounts Current. As Adelaide 
appears now to have been selected as a permanent 
military station, arrangements will doubtless have 
been entered into to allow of Mr. Maturin's bdng 
permanently stationed at Adelaide, and his services 
continued in this office, for which he is peculiarly 
qualified. 

The Customs 2)«por(o)«ii.— Collector (£360), 
Senior Landing Waiter (£200), Chief Clerk (£180), 
■and eight subordinate officers ; Mr. Torrens, the son 
of Colonel Torrens, the chairman of the original 
Board of Commissioners, to whose talented services 
the colony was so much indebted in the early years 
of its existence, is the Collector ; this Department 
has for the last twielve months been taken under the 
direct control of the Board of Customs in Ix)ndon. 

The Import Duties consist of the followiog items : 
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, On spirits, produce of United Kingdom or 
Poesessions, 8s. per gallon. All other spirits, 125. 
per gallon. Wines, ad valorem 16 per cent All 
other goods 5 per cent. Cigars, 5s. per lb. 
Manufactured tobacco and snuff, ■2s. per pound. 
All other tobacco, except stalks, Is. 6J. per 
pound. These, with some minor articles, form 
the principal source of Customs revenue, which 
produce about £21,000 per annum. 

In order to meet the deficiency in the Customs 
receipts by the abolition of every description of 
Port chaise, which amounted to about £2,100 per 
annum. His Excellency obtained the sanction of the 
Council to alter the rates of duties on the following 
articles, pro rata, as under ; — 

Tea, henceforth to be charged with a duty of 2d. 
per lb. Coffee, 4s. per cwt. Rice, Is. 6d. per cwt. 
Sugar, 2s. per cwt. Refined, 4^. per cwt. Draught 
beer, Zd. per gallon. Bottled beer, 4>d. per gallon. 
From these sources, His Excellency calculates on an 
addition of £1,270 — ^thus malting the actual loss only 
£600 or 800 per annum, which cannot for a moment 
be pnt in comparison with the immense benefit to 
accrue to the colony from the abolition of the port 
dues. 

The articles enumerated above, on which the duty 
has been increased to meet the deficiency caused by 
the aboluhment of the port dues, are those which 
may be taken to form a direct tax on the whole 
population, as they comprise items of daily and 
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Teiy ezteTtsWe consumption. The duties on spirits 
and tobacco are, of course, indirect taxes, as no one 
is forced to either drink spirits or smoke tobacco. 
The total amount of imports, amounted for the year 
ending 5th January, 1845, £119,648. 18«. 3rf., of 
which £63,635 were fromOreat Britain, and £54,693 
from British colonies. Colonial manulactures have 
been, within the last twelve months, considerably in- 
creased, by which many articles, formerly obtained 
from England, will be in future dispensed with, and 
our exports, which, in 1844, stood in the proportion 
of £82,268 to £106,660.— the amount of imports 
consumed in the colony, — have, in the year 1845,* 
exceeded them ; the unparalleled richness and quan- 
tity of precious ores now bdng extracted from the 
' copper and lead mines, will, from this year forward, . 
produce a still larger balance in lavour of our 
colony. 

* Judgingfromtheaocounts that have, from time to time, come 
to jaj handa, during the Uat ten months, I am warranted in esti- 
mating the amount of exports for the year 1845 aa under:— 



Wool . 


j£70,000 


Com of all aorta, and flour 


30,000 


Oil and whalebone 


5,000 


Gum 


12.000 


Copper and lead ores 


40,000 


All other arddes 


3,000 



jei 60,000 

Which will leave an imwM*nnp balance in &vour of the coltmj. 
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Survetf and Land Department. — Surveyor-General, 
£. C. Frome, Esq. Captain in the Royal Ei^neers, 
(£700); Deputy Surveyor-General, Thos, Burr, Esq. 
(£350); three subordinate officers, and a detach- 
ment of Royal Sappers and Miners. Captain 
Frome has personally and thoroughly inspected all 
parts of the colony, where it was likely a demand 
for land mightensue, and the most minute informa- 
tion can now be obtained in the Survey office, of 
the quality and situation of any portion of land 
which the colonist may require. 

To the scientific attainments of Mr. Deputy Sur- 
veyor-General Burr, the colony is indebted, not 
only for many beautiful and elaborate maps, but 
also for valuable information on the geolc^y and 
mineralogy of the Province, Mr. Burr being an 
eminent mineralogist. 

Post Office Department. — Postmaster-General, 
John Watts, Esq. and two clerks. Whenever a 
vessel arrives from England, the Postmaster-Gene- 
ral's good humour is sorely tried by the impatience 
of the inhabitants, who are so eager to receive their 
letters, that they make no allowance for the time 
absolutely necessary to sort the immense mails 
which usually arrive by them, with the small force 
at his disposal. 

Inland mails are regularly despatched to and 
irom the Port to Mount Barker and the south 
country, and Gawler Town in the north, which is 
now to be extended to Angas Park, Kapunda, &c. 



ioy Google 



174 THE OOVERNHEKT 

Hifl Escelleocy has also placed a sum on the esti- 
mate to establish an overland mail to Rivoli Bay, and 
Portland Bay, from whence a postal communication 
already exists with Port Phillip and thence toSydney, 
so that Y/e shall have an unbroken land communica- 
tion from Adelaide to Sydney, which will be of im- 
mense advantage to both colonies. The rates of post- 
age are rather high in these "penny post" cheap days. 

Colonial Storekeeper, Ihos. Gilbert Esq., salary 
£200. This is a department which is of little or 
no use, and will probably Boon be abolished. For- 
merly, before the present system of " tenders" in- 
troduced by Captain Grey came into force, the 
articles required for the use of Government were 
all delivered to the Colonial Storekeeper, who 
superintended their distribution whenever required. 
Parties tendering now for supplies, are expected to 
deliver those goods, themselves, in such quantities 
and places as may be specified. It may appear 
ridiculous to a stranger to see the advertisements iu 
the papers, by the Colonial Secretary, calling for 
tenders for such things as a "penknife,'* or a 
"chair," or " table ;" but the system is a good one, 
and it must apply to the most expensive, as to the 
most trifling article, to be effective. 

Medical Department. — Colonial Surgeon, J. G. 
Na^i Esq. A medical board, consisting of 
the Colonial Surgeon, as president, and four of 
the leading physicians and surgeons, has been 
appointed to investigate the qualifications of 
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practitioners, who may wish to exercise their pro- 
fession ia the colony. The hospital is situated in 
part of the Park Lands, in a very airy and pleasant 
situation. 

JTarbottr Department. — Harbour-master, Captain 
Lipson, R. N., salary £300 : expense of pilot, boats* 
crews, light-ship, &c. is £955 per annum. Cap- 
tain Lipson acts also as water Police Magistrate, 
assisted generally by another Justice of the Peace, 
in case, as is of not unirequent occurrence, of dis- 
putes between the crews and commanders of vessels. 
During the whole time Captain Lipson has been 
Harbour-master, no accident of any moment has 
happened to any vessel, either entering or sailing out 
of our port. Although all and every port due is 
now abolished (a ^t which will bear repetition over 
and over again) tmy vessel that may arrive in the 
Gulf will be liimished, as usual, wiUi pilot, and all 
that asffistance from the Harbour-master they were 
accustomed to under the former system. The Har- 
bour-master has a substantial and convenient house 
appropriated to his use, the ground floor of which 
fiirnishes offices for the collector of customs. 

Police DeparttnetU. — The total expense to the 
colony of this force is £6835 la 9d per annum, and 
consists of one Police Magistrate and Commissioner 
of Police, Captain finniss, two inspectors of 
mounted police, and 38 non-conunissioned officers 
and constables, and one sub-inspector, and 19 men 
in the Metropolitan foot police. Too much praise 
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cannot be bestowed on the whole of this corps; 
they are as efficient and respectable a body of men 
as could be found anywhere. It was first oi^nized 
under Major O'Halloran'e able superintendence, 
who sometime since resigned, when it passed into 
the hands of a no less deserving officer, who con- 
tinues, like his predecessor, to merit the respect of 
the colonists. Strict sobriety, respectful de- 
meanour, and uniform good behaviour, characterize 
this corps, both mounted and foot, and the enco- 
miuma bestowed upon them by the Governor and 
other members of Council, are no less merited, than 
they are often repeated. A new Police Act, 7 and 8 
Vict. No. 19, was passed in 1844, providing for the 
regulation of the Police and the municipal govern- 
ment of cities ' and towns in the province. Two 
native constables are included in the above number ; 
they are very useful, in the bush, to trace any 
native depredators ; the keenness of their perception 
is most extraordinary, and they have several times 
done good service. 

Aboriginet Department. — Protector, Mr. Moor- 
house, £300 ; Salaries of Schoolmaster and Mistref^, 
provisions and miscellaneous expenses, £520 ; in all 
£820 per annum. The name of the office suffi- 
dently explains itself Mr. Moorhouse*s duties 
consist in looking after the interest of the 
Aborigines, both in town and country, and to super- 
intend the schools at the native locations. Mr. 
Moorhouse, is thoroughly conversant with the 
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native langut^e, and possesses considerable influence 
over the different tribes whidi are in the habit of 
visiting Adelaide. Considering the miserable failure 
that has, in all the Australian colonies, attended 
almost every exertion on the part of the Govern- 
ment to make some pr(^;ress in the civilization 
of the natives, a fact -which is admitted by the 
different Protectors themselves, the continued expen- 
diture on their education becomes a subject of much 
animadversion. There can be no doubt that, to do 
them good at all, they must be placed under con- 
siderable restraint, to break them of those roving 
habits, which has been the chief bar to their civiliza- 
tion ; and in spite of long reports every quarter from 
the Protector, statii^ " how many can spell," " how 
many can read or write, &c." I, for one, maintain, 
that no corresponding good has ever resulted from 
the outlay of the money ; and a great deal more 
positive benefit would accrue to these poor people^ 
if the annual grant were expended in providing a 
regular supply of food for them, as their means of 
procurii^ it for themselves are daily becoming 
more circumscribed, according as the country is 
cultivated and settled upon by the Europeans. 

A writer on this subject, in the colony, has the 
following graphic remarks, in speaking of the last 
Report : — 

" The schools for native boys and girls, we are 
informed, have been conducted on the ' usual plan.' 
No doubt of it ; and with the usual results, and the 
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the usual success. Eight years the usual plan has 
been at work, and not the fraction of a native can 
be produced to shew that the smallest good has been 
gained. Yet we believe the Protector and his 
assistants have laboured with commendable dili- 
gence and earnestness ; but it is the system — the 
* usual plan' — that we quarrel with, not with the 
individuals who strive to conquer its impossibilities. 
When the missionaries began to teach the natives in 
their own jargon, we endeavoured to shew them the 
difficulty of conveying to their minds new ideas for 
which their meagre vocabulary possessed no equiva- 
lents ; and their subsequent instruction in English 
has been very nearly as wide of the mark— for all 
practical purposes as worthless and ridiculous. The 
attempt to instruct the young savage in arithmetic 
when bis fingers are sufficient for all the knowledge 
of Cocker he is ever likely to need, or to hold 
reading or writing to be preliminary steps to civili- 
zation instead of digging, shews a lamentable 
ignorance of the first principles by which knowledge 
suited to their condition is to be attained. But the 
effort to convey religious instruction to these children, 
under their present circumstances, is almost an 
outn^e upon common sense — the very perfection of 
zeal, without prudence or discretion. Yet the 
Protector coolly states, that out of ninety children, 
of whom tAree only have been ht regulai' attendance, 
fifty actually know, in addition to the cardinal 
points of Christianity, the * nature of future rewards 
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and punishments !' Verily, we take upon ourselTes 
to declare, that if this assertion be correct, the black 
children of South Australia are more deeply versed 
in holy mysteries than the Bench of Bishops, and 
that their theological learning exceeds, by a long 
chalk, that of their teachers." 

Mr. Moorhouse, has, however, always zealously 
performed the duties belonging to lus department, 
and in other respects been of mnch use, and done 
good service to the Aborigines generally. 

Commis^oner of Public Lands, £300. per anman. 
This office is very ably filled by Charles Bonney, 
Esq. His Excellency, Governor Grey, shewed his 
usual discrimination in selecting this gentleman, 
when he was recommended to him as being pecu- 
liarly qualified for it. Mr. Bonney was at the time 
resident in New South Wales, and has for years 
past had the reputation of being one of the best 
" bushmen " in any of the colonies. He was, also, 
the first to open the over-land line of communication 
between New South Wales and South Austtalia, on 
which occasion, he shewed great skill and judgment 
in conducting the party through the totally unknown 
country. The road once ascertained to be practica- 
ble, numerous other parties followed with stock, by 
which means the colony in a short time became 
abundantly supplied with- both sheep and cattle. 

Mr. Bonney's office is one of great difficulty ; his 
duties consist in superintending the location of the 
numerous sheep and cattle runs, the collection of 
N 2 
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assessment on stocks, the definition of bountlaries 
between the different stations, and the settlement of 
disputes, which are constantly occurring amongst the 
settlors themselves, by encroaching on each other's 
territory. To an intimate acquaintance with his in- 
tricate duties and strict impartiality, he adds the 
most imperturbable good temper, — an essential 
quality, where his decisions are almost sure to give 
offence to either one or the other ; nor has he hesi- 
tated, by them, to sacrifice his private friendship to 
his duty as a public officer. 

The Law Officers. — Chief Justice, His Honour 
Charles Cooper, salary £800. Advocate-general, 
Hon. William Smillie,£400; Registrar-general, Cap- 
tain Sturt, £400. ; Sheriff, C. B. Newenham, Esq. 
£350. ; Masterof Court, Charles Mann, Esq., £300. ; 
Resident Magistrate, Mr. Wigley, £400.; Coroner, 
£150. These are the principal law officers of the 
colony, and their respective salaries ; the expense at- 
tending the judicial branch of the Government for 
salaries. of subordinate officers is near about £1000. 
per annum more. 

The laws of England, with those enacted by the 
colonial legislature, which have to be confirmed at 
home, are administered by the Judge, who presides 
in the supreme court of the Province. The sessions 
are periodical, and Mr. . Cooper is judge in the 
several Departments of Equity, Civil and Criminal 
Law. An appeal from his decision lies to the 
Governor in Council. The constitution of the court 
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and the mode of trial, are Bimilar to what appertain 
to the courts of WestmiuBter. 

I must not omit to record, here, the very uni- 
versal estimation, in which our worthy and amiable 
judge is held in the colony. 

According to the Registration Act, 5 Vic. No. 8, 
all deeds, conTcyances, contracts in writing, other 
than leases for periods not exceeding three years, 
and all wills and devises in writing and judgments, 
must be registered at the Registry Office, otherwise 
they are considered void. No judgment entered 
on a cognovit or warrant of attorney, nor any bill 
of sale or assignment is available for any creditor 
who may subsequently obtain judgment against the 
person giving the same, unless registered or executed 
within five days after it has been given, and posses- 
sion of the goods be taken and kept. 

This Act has had a very beneficial effect in the 
colony, and adds much to the security, and &ci]itates 
the transfer of property. Births, deaths, and mar- 
riages, are also registered in this ofiice. 

Among the miscellaneous expenditure, amounting 
to £3514., there appears.a sum £1500. for the pay- 
ment of interest on debentures. 

The infliction of this debt on the colony, and the 
misapplication of the emigration fund, will never 
cease to be a standing subject of reproach to the 
mother country, and our present ability to pay other 
people's debts only a^;ravate8 the injustice of it, 
as the money ought to be applied to the wants of 
the colony. 
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Since the latter end of 1841, a detachment of the 
96th Regiment has been quartered in Adelaide^ 
commanded by Captain Villere Butler. 

The sources from whence the public income is 
derived are enumerated as follows, in round numbers : 

. £21,000 



2,050 
2,510 
1,750 
1,470 



Fines and Fees . 



Depastoiing Sto^ 
Miscellaneous 



/btum ^ tht anunait of Mi 
Auttralia, reffutered 



Amount lent on Tdwd Land 

" " CoDKtry lADdi . . 
" Town anil CouDtry 

Touli .... 


1M3. 


1844. 


£4,183 19 8 
U,l9e 17 4 
3,709 u e 


£ 1,166 
19^ 10 e 
6,039 11 


£SS,080 11 6 


£30,038 1 6 



J. W. HACDONALD, Acting Begtitru-Osncral. 
Ragtttnr-Qenenl'f Office, 3lit /aooar;, 1846. 



Setitm ofluihiiitiea teeurtd hg Bilis of Sale, JudgmettU, and WarroMf 
^Altorn^, registered during tin yean 1848 awi 1844. 





1843. 


1844. 


£17,748 16 7 
I,08e 19 7 
8,314 8 9 


£18,806 9 4 
ess eo 

£,308 




WimnUof AttwtiBy 

Tot.Ii. . . 


£27,068 4 4 


£3S,ISS 16 4 



J. W. K ACDOHALD, AeUns ReKiitnr-Oeneral. 
Itcf|iitrar-G«iianl'« Office, 31it Jaauiry, IB46. 
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Cntparatm ibten* o^ tA« Ntanier of OffmAen eoimeted m the Pntoinee <^ 
Smt\ AtutraUa, Jn the Tear* endvu Septtmher 30, 1B40, 1841, 1B42, 1B48, and 
IBU. 



SUbUDf , enttlng, or ahootliig irith iDtent to kill, ot Aa toine 
bodllj tiinn ■...,. 

Huiiluighter ...... 

HiRbwitj robb«7 ...... 

Amilt, with iotCDt to rob . 

Biirgluy ...>.,. 

Slesling Id a dwdliBg-honie ..... 

Barglirloiuly brekklng uid eDtering dwell in g-houae, itnd 
•trtUaf tberefirom . . , , - 

Broakiuic ta& entering dwelli a (t-houM, and (teallDfi: ihrrefVom 

Stealing Id dwelUng-hoDie, and patting the pcrHuii liiereln 
iDbodllffear 

6brep-*teslli]g ...... 

Hone-atcaliDg ...... 

Cattle-*teallDg ...... 

Bacalrlog itolan goodt ..... 

LaraeDf and fonner eotiTlction • . , . 

Stealing from the pcnon . ■ . . , 

Stealing In a warehome ..... 

Ottering foiged notes, ordot, &e., with loteat to defliad . 
Total felonlea ...... 

HiaDBHB&HOBB. 

AMaolt, intent t« eotoailt i*pe .... 
AtMDit 



Total HitdeDManor* 
Total Caa*ictlonB 



Teu* eadlDg Sept. 30. 



t eBKBDAL ■aastoiia of tub vbacb. 



ReeeltlDg ttolen goodi 
IxTceny aad former eoniictloD 
Total FdoDiea 
CtterlDg coDDterfeit coId 
Total Hlademeanora 
Total Conflctloiis 



CobnM eccretarj't Office, Octebec M, 1815. 



A. H. DUNDY, Colonial SeeraUrj. 
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LAND BALES REQULATIOMB. 



Much has been written, and much will doubtless 
again be writteo, on the prolific sut^ect of the 
disposal of the waste lands belonging to the Crown, 
ID the Australian .colonies. Many have been the 
opinions expressed, as to the policy of fixing a high 
or low value on those lands, but I believe all are 
pretty welt agreed, by this time, that the system of 
disposing of those lands, according to the present 
plan of one uniform scale of value, and the applica- 
tion of the proceeds to emigration, has been, in 
practice, the most satisfactory in its results. What, 
indeed, can be wiser than the provision, that requires 
the proceeds of the land sold, to be appropriated in 
making that land available and productive, by the 
introduction of able-bodied labourers and their 
families ; and although at first sight, to a person 
who is not in a position to judge of the relative 
advantages offered to the emigrant, in choosing the 
place of his future domicile, it might appear, that 
preference should be given to those countries, where 
land is cheapest, as in America and Canada, the 
Australian colonies will bear the strictest scrutiny, 
and convince the most sceptic, that the higher price 
of land here, is more than compensated by the 
superior climate, the absence of rigorous winters, 
and the infinitely less expense in bringing that land 
into cultivation, and making it productive in the 
first season. 
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Lord Stanley does not assume that all the land hi 
Australia is worth 2O3. an acre ; in his despatch to 
Governor Grey, when transmitting the new Act 
r^ulating the Land Sales, he expresses compre- 
hensive views on the subject, which are sufficiently 
important to warrant my drawing the reader's 
'attention to them by an extract : 

" The main principle of this Act is, hovever, thst which Her 
HnjeBty'B OaTeroment hare for tniin; yeara past iBvariably 
maintained ; the principle that the vute lands of the Crown 
shall never be alienated except by lale. All gntoitoDi grants of 
land will henceforward be absolately illegal and void. The only 
exception to thia rule, (if, indeed, it can properly be described 
aa an exception) will arise in the case of the reBerration of Innda 
for poiposes in which the public at large have a direct intercBt. 
They are minutely enumerated in the third section of the Act. 

" The Royal GommisBion authorising you to alienate waste lands 
on behalf of Her Majesty, and the Royal instmctiona prescribing 
in detail haw that power is to be exercised, are superseded by this 
Act. The power of sale and conveyance will henceforth be 
rested in you by the antbority of Parliament, and by the aame 
authority yon will be guided in the exercise of that power. 
Among the regulatiooa to which it will thus be your duty to 
adhen, the most important are those which relate to the division 
of the colony under your Goveroment into any number of 
territorial districts, not exceeding four, for the purposes of the 
Act, should yoa be of opinion that it is expedient to adopt 
different sums respecrively as the minimum for the npset price 
of land in different parts ; the distinction of the lands to be sold 
into three separate classes ; the fixing a minimum price on the 
lands of each class ; the Bale of lands of the more valuable dass 
by auction only, and the sale of country loU by private contract, 
after they ahall have been pat up to auction. I do not enter 
into any minute explanation of the motives of these regulations, 
because your own experience will enable you to anticipate any 
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such Btotement. It may be enough to say, thit the principle of 
•alee by auction appean more applicable to the caae of lande 
jilcely to be occupied for building, or for gardens, or aa pleoaure- 
graunds, than to the case of lauda only fit to be occupied for the 
purpoae of agriculture or paaturage. In the one case there 
ia u acodental local value, which viU beat be aacertained 
by pnblic competition. In the other caae, when it haa been 
aacertained by an ineffectnal auction that no inch competition 
can be raiaed) there appean to be no good reaaon why the lands 
ahould not be aold at the npset price of the time. This dis- 
tincdgn yon will, therefore, find established in this Act. 

" The most important general prinraple of the law which 
remaina to be noticed, ia that which determines that no waste 
land of the Crown shall ever be sold at leu than 20s. an acre. 

"In fixing' this anm Her Majest/e Ooremment have not 
proceeded on the assumption that the whole of the land in the 
colony under your Government which may be profitably oc- 
cupied, would, if ofiered for sale, realize (or its worth) at the 
present moment that price ; they are aware that there are large 
tracts now occupied for grazing porposes of a value inferior to 
the standard thus adopted; and by the provisions of the 17th 
■ection, care has been talcen to relieve yon from the necessity of 
attempting to force sales of ench land, by enabling you to dr&w 
a revenue from its permissive occupation. Nor is it to such 
tracts only that Her Majesty's Government are aware the price of 
20j. an acre is at present inapplicable ; they are conscione that 
the same obaervation would apply to many portions of the more 
settled and richer districta. These circumstances, however, do 
not ^pear to them to militate against the course they have 
taken on this subject; on the contrary, they considerit desirable 
that the more fertile and valuable portions of land iu the colony 
should be first brought into cultivation, trusting to the operation 
of progressive settlement to render saleable hereafter many 
qualitiea of land not at present of a nuurlcetable value. 

" Having thus stated the views which have led to the adoption 
of so high a minimum price for the sale of wiate lands u that 
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fized by the bill, I mmt alio advert to the power which is 
leterred to yon hj the 9th Kctios of the Act, of raiaiog that 
price, and I do lo merely to impresa npoo you the neceuity 
of ezerciting it with great caution ; tho incouTeiiieiice which 
mnat resnit tnm iti being found reqniaite to adviae Her Mnjeaty 
to dianllow acta done by yon for that pnipoee being too obTions 
to ivqnire to be dwelt upon." 

The GoTernor has very seldom thought it advisa- 
ble to raise the minimum price of £l. per acre for 
land that was put up to public auction ; even land 
known to contain copper or other metals was pnt 
up at £1. per acre, as the competition was sure to 
bring up the price to the highest possible value that 
could be obtained for it I may instance the 
Montacute copper mines, 80 acres, put up at 
£80. and sold for £1,650., and the 100 acres 
adjoinuig Eapunda, which were put up at £100. 
fetched £2,310. 

To purchase land for grazing purposes, consider- 
ing the enormous extent of our flocks and herds, 
and the (act of from two to three acres being 
necessary to feed one sheep, for all the year, is out 
of the question, — that every one admits. Then, as 
regards the land requisite for cultivation ; it is, as 
Ixtrd Stanley very justly observes, desirable, that 
the fertile lands should be first brought into cultiva- 
tion; and land, which for several seasons consecutively 
will produce twenty-five bushels of wheat per acre, 
without the aid of manure, and little or no clearing, 
of which there is abundance in the colony, I 
maintain is worth a pound an acre. , At this price, 
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any one may buy as much, or as little, as he i^ 
willing, or has capital to cultivate ; and it has the 
undoubted advantage of preventing large capitalists 
from monopolizing an extensive tract of country, 
for the sole purpose of afterwards selling it at far 
higher prices, than what they now complain, the 
Qovemment demands for it.* The industrious la- 
bourer, who in the course of a year or tvo may save 
a little money, hafl therefore always the prospect of 
becoming an independent landowner himself, in 
spite of what Mr. McCuIIoch may say to the 
contrary; for the Ghjvemor does not restrict the 
purchase of land to any large quantities, but is 
always ready to afford people of small capital the 
means of acquiring the number of acres suited to 
his circumstances, with the option of increasing the 
size of his farm afterwards. 

When the colony was first established, and it 
became desirable to sell a large quantity of land to 
raise futkds, several inducements were held out to 
purchasers, to tempt them to embark their money in 
buying what they had not seen, or, to use a homely 
expresMon " a pig in a poke ;" up to that period, 
the Crown had made a reservation in all grants of 
land in ^e other Australian colonies, which is still 
in foi-oe, of minerals, timber, kc. ; not so with regard 
to the new colony ; the purchasers of land in South 

* Ereo, u it u, the evil of absentee-pToprietorehip, of. Urge 
qoBntttiea of lud is felt in the Colony ; «faat would it be were 
Uie price 10s, or 5«. an acre, instead of 20s.P 
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Australia were assured by virtue of powers con- 
tained in an Act of Parliament, of " everything 
above and everything below the soil." One would 
fancy from this, that tlie British Qovemment had 
been particularly favourably disposed to the new 
province, in making this distinction ; but they de- 
serve no thanks for it, as they doubtless never 
dreamt of what was hidden under the soil, and pro- 
bably judged of that portion of the Australian 
continent from what was known of the already 
settled districts, where vo metals had ever been 
discovered. 1 say, they deserve no thanks for this 
apparent concession, for no sooner is the land found 
to contain abundance of the valuable metals, than 
a bill is brought into Parliament to upset the 
former enactment, and to reserve the rights of the 
Crown, which were a few years before, by the 
solemn compact of an act of Parliament, relin- 
quished. The measure, it is true, was withdrawn ; 
and it is to be hoped will not be again brought 
forward, particularly as the Ministers have since 
then had the additional assistance of the experience 
of the Governor, who states that he felt a strong 
objection to such reservations ; and that be thought 
such a system was an unnecessary interference with 
the traffic of the country, and tended to retard its 
prosperity, for the great distance we are from the 
principal market, England, and the other disadvan- 
tages we necessarily labour under in working the 
mines, more than counterbalance the apparent ad- 
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vantage we poasesa over Cornish mines in not pay- 
ing any royalty. 

We have, therefore, in this particular, an im- 
mense advant^e over the other colonies, forming 
another, and all convincing reason, why South 
Australia should be preferred over all its competi- 
tors, as a place to which the emigrant, whether 
capitalist or labourer, should direct his steps. 

The regulations in force in the colony, for the 
disposal of the waste lands, are substantially as 
follows :— 

1. At leait once in every quarter one public ule is to be held 
by aaetion. 

2. Lands to be dirided into three classea ; tovn, eubarban, and 
country lots. 

3. Intended Bales to be notified by proclamation. 

4. Salea to be notified not earlier than three months, nor later 
than one month, before day of sale. 

5. Gofemment to fii time of aale and size of allotments. 

6. Apphcation for land may be made in particular localities. 

7. Regnlating the maimer in vhidi land ia to be brought for- 
ward for Bale. 

8. Deposit of 10 per cent, to be paid, and remainder in one 
month. 

9. .Condition of ssle to he annouDced. 

10. Conntry and special conntry lots put np and not bid for, 
may be claimed without competition. 

11. The same, after deposit baa been forfeited. 

12. Full price must in these esses at once he paid. 

13. Form of application. 

14. Money intended for payment of land will at anytime he 
leceiTed. 
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15, 16. CertificateB of paTmenU given in London, ftc. 
17. Land receipts tnuafenble. 

16. No r^folatioa ]ret iMoed vitit regard to remiasion* to 
retired military and naval offioen. 

19. Priority of application determined by the date. 

20. Deeds to contain grant of everything above 
and everything below the soil. 

SI. Ooremment reMrrea tea coaat to 100 feet of high-water 
mark. 

22. No qoit rent reserved. 

23. Fees payable. 

24. Persons may ^pply for 20,000 acres without competition, 
price to be never leas than •20» per acre. 

By the 10th clauae it is enacted, that after land 
haa once been put up to auction, and not bid for, 
any one may at a subsequent period claim the sec- 
tion or sections he wishes to possess at the minimum 
price of one pound per acre. Out of the 2 or 
300,000 acres already surveyed and open for selec- 
tion, it could not be expected that every section was 
80 thoroughly inspected in every nook or comer 
by the Government surveyors, that the possibility 
might not have occarred, in some instances, of those 
sections containing mineral indications, which were 
only discovered by a very minute scrutiny. Now, 
whether by chance or otherwise I am not able to say, 
it was discoTered last year, that out of a number of 
sections of land on the Oncaparinga River, 20 miles 
South of Adelaide, there were some which con- 
tained indications of the presence of copper ore of 
a v^ promising kind, although it had escaped the 
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notice of the surveyors. The party who discovered 
them immediately claimed two sections, and other 
parties the next day claimed three more, which, 
under the regulations in force, the Governor 
could not refuse. No sooner, however, was he 
aware of this, than he put a stop to it, by requir- 
ing that for the future, parties desiring to purchase 
any surveyed section of land under the provisions 
of the 10th clause of the regulations, should make 
the application in writing, when the Surveyor-Ge- 
neral would firstcause the sections to be re-examined, 
and on his reporting that it did not appear to con- 
tain any minerals, the applicant had the section 
allotted to him. No one can blame the Governor 
for doing so, as its object is to protect the land fund, 
by having such land put up to public competition 
in case of its containing minerals, when the real 
value would be sure to be given for it, whilst on 
the other hand it gave an equal chance to every 
colonist of competing for it 

Considerable misapprehension having, however, 
been caused from these alterations in the r^;ulations, 
one of the members of Council, the Hon. John 
Morphett, was induced, during the last session, to 
ascertain His Excellency's opinion on this important 
subject, and I, therefore, insert the following extract 
of the proceedings of the Council on that day, as 
his Excellency's very lucid explanation, coupled 
with the above regulations themselves, will then 
put the reader in possession of every necessary in- 
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formation with regard to the manner in which the 
lands in South Australia are sold by the Govern- 
ment. 

Mr Horphett pat the foUowiDg qaettion to Hia ExMllency, 
of which lie had given notice on Friday ; vhether one of the 
eSecta of the late alterations of the Land Regulations hu been 
to prevent land once put up to sale by aootion, from being vitb- 
drawn from poblic competition, ▼ithoat a notificatioa of snijt 
vitbdraval in the GoTemment Gaaette ; and whether the par- 
ticular cBiea in which the reserrations maj he made, as men- 
tioned in clause twenty of the regulations, are of a nature likely 
to impede the acqniiiition of land* containing mineral ores. He 
ssid that he felt it hia bonnden duty to put this qneation, and 
apologized if be bad exceeded the strict bounds of propriety. 

Hia Excellency aaid that be felt very great pleasure in being 
able to gratify the wishes of the Hon. Member, and be felt the 
more pleasure in doing so, that now at the close of the third 
session in which the Hon. Member had ut in Council, no qnes- 
tion had been asked by Mm which had erinced a desire to 
embarrass the Government, Bat, moreover, he felt that nothing 
was more important to the welhre of the commnnity, than 
a distinct nndentanding of the terms upon which land waa sold ' 
by Qovemment ; in fact, it was one of thoee snbjects oo which 
no doubt or misconstmction ought ever to exist. He had 
accordingly, in the first place, endeavoured to arrange matters 
so that the moat complete and unencumbered title should be 
^ven to purchasers ; and, in the second place, to allow them ftet 
and unfettered choice in reference to the size of the blocks of 
land, ao Ibat every one should be able to compete for and to 
pDrchase qnanlities suited to bis wants and circumstances ; but 
it often happened that people would apply to have land surveyed 
which they would not afterwards purchase, and some wishing to 
monopolize might apply for 640 acres. If these should not be 
purchased, and if other parties ihonld apply for smaller portions 
of the same land, it was proper that Government should have the 
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pover to withdraw them from the nurket, in order to s nh- 
divinou. Freqaentlj, also, roadi are required throngh tarreyed 
and unsold lend, and Bnch would be withdrawn on that accaant. 
Moreover, the instractions sent by the ^oroe Government had 
been very epe<nfic not to sell laoda at the origioal price, to which 
circsmRtanoea of a local or accidental nature had given a greater 
value. In the neighbonring Kttleiaeuta varioas expedienta had 
been adopted to give powers to Government in caae of en altera- 
tion in dreiunatancee or in value. The Oovenuneut thn« made 
varioua reservations in the deeds of grant, such as rights of 
roadi. railvaye, cenala, the power of taking aand, timber, and all 
minerals. Large reservations were still made in the granta by 
Government in New South Wales. Now, he felt a Btrong 
objection to such reservationa ; he thought such a 
system vaa an unnecessary interference with the 
traffic of the country, and tended to retard its 
prosperity. Having briefly stated the principles of the 
system, he would ezplein whst he bed done in this province) and 
his reasons. Under the old land regulstions there were more 
reservetiaQB, and the powers were not more ample, but he aoon 
found himself in the position that land originally applied to be 
• purchased for agricultural purposes was subsequently discovered 
to contain miuerals. If such discovery wss not made known to 
the public, it might be naturally supposed that the Governor or 
some of his officers would tske adientege of their exclusive 
knowledge, and obtain the land at the lowest prioe. It bed 
therefore been determined by the Ezecntive Council that when 
the Surveyor General reported the esistenae of miuerala, the 
land should be withdrawn. Since this detenninetion of the 
Executive, lands had been withdrawn in two instances, and 
applications hsd afterwards been made for their purchase. One 
of them immedistely after the resolution of Council, and one 
many months sfteiwards. With regard to the firat, the Connoil 
resolved that, though they would derive a oonnderable sum from 
the sale, they oould not depart from the principle laid down. The 
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GoTetsUeat oonld sot kaov thai the parties Wfltald apply, bttt 
when they applied it vas thoDght proper to lose Ibe chftdce tX 
getting the moneyi than to break through the principle th6j had 
adopted. With referenoe to uinoancing the vithdrBwal of Undt 
in the Oaiettei he had not thonght it proper to make a specid 
proclamation of theee vithdramtla, aa anch oonne, he thought, 
vonld lead to oonftaslon and miupprehennon. He thought it 
was better that new lists of lands fat lale without competitioil 
■hould be published ttom dme ttt time, by oomparing whlbli, 
psrtiei might aee what had been withdtswa or sold ; and hi 
might mention, that the expense of these lists, which was consi- 
derable, wonld be a guarantee that Government would nereV 
oapricionsly, or without good reason, exercise the power wbidi 
it possessed. Indeed, the whole scope of the regolationa was to 
prerent the noceseity of exercising extraordinary powers. 

His Excellency then read the following passage Cram hoti 
Stanley's despatch of September 15, 1842 :— 

" Yon will perceive that It remains for yon to issue tlte pro- 
damations mendoned in the 6th, 7th, Iltli, and 21st aectioni 
of the act, and (in the event of your considering the same 
minimnm npset price as inapplicable to the whole colony) also 
that specified in the 14th section. The terms of those pro- 
cla^nations yon will, of coarse, prepare with the assistance of 
yoni legal advisers, and wiUi the advice of yotir Bzecutivu 
Cotmdl." 

Tbu, His Excellency said, shewed that it wke the denra of 
her Majesty's Oovemment to remove the Oovemor as &r as 
possible from any direct interference and interest in the 
■ale of land, so that the Governor himielf sboold not personally 
come into contact with the settlers. He would now state tbe 
eonrse that was always adopted in reference to a sale of land. 
As application was required to be sent to the Snrveyor-OeneraL 
Upon this, the Sorveyor-General sent a report to the Ooremor ; 
and at times several questions would arise — the quantity of knd 
wished to be surveyed mt^t be amall or diitaat, and not wortii 
tbe expense, or it might be isolated ftom (bt rest of the surveyed 
o2 
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land. The Sairejor-QeDen], therefore, itatn hi* reuoni why 
the ^plicadoQ should or should not be acceded to. The Go- 
Temoi then gave his sanction, and he wu happy to ssj that no 
difference of opinion bad yet occurred between the Snrreyor^ 
GeneiBl and himself; and he vas certain that if that ofiOcer con- 
tinued to exercise the discretion and ability which be had bitherto 
displayed, no difference would exiat. If he agreed to the appli- 
cation, the matter passed altogether out of his hands for a time. 
After the lands were surveyed, a diau^t of a proclamation was 
prepared by the Sorreyor-Oeneral, and sent to the Execntive 
Council. Of course he (the OoTemor) had power to ^e^ aside 
their detiaionB, but he was happy to say that no difference of 
opinion had e*er existed between that body and himself. 
Honourable Membm would see from this statement that bis 
position wtm simply that of enperrisioD, that be did not act as 
an execatire officer. The result of the system was very interest- 
ing. Since the Waste Lands Act came into operation, 201 
applications had been made, only 27 of which had been reftiaed, 
uid the reason assigned was, that they were for small isolated 
lots of ten or fifteen acres, cbiefiy in the Tiers. 

The Goremor recafntnlated other particulara of a return 
which be laid upon the table (which will be found in the next 
page), and from which, he said, Hon. Members would per- 
ceiTe that no appUcationa had been refnaed for the surrey of 
land unless there were sufficient and *alid reasons for so doing. 

Ur. Morphett moved that the return be printed, and took 
occasion to thank his Excellency for the lucid and satisfactary 
statement he had made, which tended to shew that the greatest 
fiunlity existed for porcbasing.land, that the system was calcn- 
lated to work well and easily, and to afford the most secure 
tenure that it was poasible to possess. In answer to a qoeetion 
from his Excellency, he sud that be perfectly understood and 
was satisfied with the explanation ^?en in answer to his ques- 
tion. 

In answer to a question by Mt^or O'Hslloran, tbe Governor said 
that ten acres in the country, and quarter of an acre in towns, 
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were the amallcst lots aold hj OoTernment, bat the; were not 
mtricted. 

Return of Bpeckl appIicBtioas for the eurvey and patting up 
for Bile of land, in ncconlince with the regulations dated 15th 
Mif, 1843 — 

Applicationt eompliid nsith. 
8arve]red ... 97 

la progreie of surrey - - .45 

Laud nirreyed previous to the existing regolationa IS 

158 

Applkatioju refuted. 

Snisll isolated blocks, difficult to connect vith the 

general surrey of the Province - - 27 

Previously reserred for public pnrposea - 4 

For sections of 80 acres to be rednced to smaller blocks 2 
Area less than the minimnm allowed by thelandregnlatione 1 

34 

Postponed nntil the ground is again examined I 

Beferred for decision to the borne andtorities, in conse- 
quence of a claim made by one of the applicants for 
porchaae at a fixed price - - - X 

For land previonely sold • • , • 4 

Applicationa vithdiawm ... 2 

Total namber of appheations - - 201 



B. C. Fkohi, Capt. R. B. Sorreyot-Oeneral. 
inly 19th, 1845- 
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AQBICOLTCRK AMD B0RT1CIII.TDRB. 

" Man's woader-working band, had everywhere 
Sabdoed all circamstance of atubbom soil ; 
In tta and motir redumed, rich gardens aiiiiled. 
And [M^Qluaa huoleU me ami^Bt the vild." 

SOUTHZY. 

I REMEMBER, some jears ago, when a very 
unfriendly tone pervaded the Australian press 
towards South Australia, (for what causes need not 
here be stated,) reading an article in one of the 
Van Diemen's Land papers, which, speaking very 
slightingly of our productive capabilities, wound up 
by saying : " that they would not be surprised if 
the South Australians should entertain the assurance 
of some day or other sending wheat Irom Adelaide, 
to Van Diemen's Land I " Little did the writer of 
that paragraph dream in how short a time this 
would literally be fulfilled : — yes 1 South Australia 
has been actually sending cai^oes of wheat to the 
" Glranary of Australia," and sold them at a profit. 
Not a word could be spoken formerly by the friends 
of South Australia in iavour of its capabilities as a 
corn-growing country, but it was immediately cried 
down as an attempt at puffii^ ; even now there are 
not wanting writers, who cannot resist the tempta- 
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tion of aiming a sly bit at South Australia, and' 
talk about droughts wbicb may come, and soil 
which matf become exhausted. But they are 
evidently aware that they are treading upon delicate 
ground, and that the daily increafflng prosperity of 
South Australia cannot be hurt by their jealous and 
slighting allusions. 

The soil of South Australia varies, as it does all 
over the world, according to the relative situation of 
different districts, and the causes which induce the 
deposit of rich vegetable mould or sandy loam. 
Along the banks of every water-course or river, and 
in valleys lying between hills, from the sides of 
which the rains have from time immemorial washed 
down upon them the decomposed debris t4 vegetable 
and mineral deposits, the scbI is invariably of a rich 
dark mould, varying in depth, and containing much 
calcareous and argillaceoos matter, with but little 
aliea. "The open plains and low grounds throughout 
the colony consist principally of light sandy loam, 
of a bright red colour, resting on a limestone 
nibble ; tracts of sandy and poor soil are also met 
with, generally arising from the decomposition of 
sandstone and quartz rock, &c On the face of 
many hills, of moderate elevation, a fine brown 
loam is abundant, of more or leas depth, in some 
cases three, in others as much as five feet, and is a 
most admirable soil for the growth of fruit trees. 
On the base of the bills, resting on the recent lime- 
stone, is generally found from six to eighteen inches 
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of a reddish loam, the very perfection of soil for the 
vine."* These few particulars, founded on the expe- 
rience of the best practical authorities, may be 
relied upon as correct. 

As to the extent of land within the present bounds 
of the colony, which comes under the above descrip- 
tion, it is of course next to impossible to speak with 
any degree of exactness, and on that account I 
object to make any statement, which I could not 
properly substantiate ; but the estimate which 
Colonel Gawler has formerly made, is I believe 
generally allowed to be pretty correct, as &r as one 
can judge of alai^ extent of country from ocular 
survey. Colonel Qawler estimated that one-third 
of all the land is good for agriculture, one-third for 
pasture, and one-third barren. 

An experience of eight years, during which the 
crops have never once feiled, during which the land 
has never been manured, has established, first the 
absence of droughts, owing, as already stated, 
to our proximity to the southern ocean, from 
which the whole indrought of the south-westerly 
winds sets in upon us, accompanied as it is more 
or less by rain ;t and secondly, the great and 
fertilizing powers of the soil, owing in an eminent 
degree to the very universal presence of decomposed 
limestone. The continuance of this natural fertility 
will doubtless in a few years be obliged to be 

* Fortnnm. 

f Vide table of preTailingvindi and rain, ante page 104. 
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secured by an improTed Bystem of ag;riculture and 
the applicatioD of manures, for which we have 
abundance of materia], for the straw is now seldom 
or ever used, there being sufficient food for the 
cattle on the pasture lauds, and our cattle not 
requiring to be housed, from one year's end to 
another. The accumulation of straw is indeed so 
iacouTenient to the farmer, that he geUerally gets 
rid of it by burning ; often endangering thereby the 
safety of his homestead and fences. 

The finest agricultural district in the colony is 
undoubtedly that of Mount Barker; it would do 
the Duke of Richmond's heart good, were he to see 
the weighty crops which are grown there : and from 
the fact of this district having a considerable eleva- 
tion over the sea, and being sheltered by the Mount 
Lofty range of hills against the hot winds from the 
north, the crops here are not so liable to shed pre- 
maturely, as they do on the plains of the lower 
country, if not immediately reaped when ripe. From 
30 to 35 buehels per acre, is a low average for the 
Mount Barker district ; 40 and A5 bushels having 
repeatedly been grown ; and many of the prizes of 
the South Australian Agricultural Society have 
been carried off by the farmers here, amongst whom 
Mr. Duffield and Lieutenant Dashwood may be 
mentioned, as growing a very superior sample of 
fine plump wheat. The plains about Adelaide do 
nut reach the average production of the Mount 
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Barker, and some other &youred districts, but the 
lower produce of these lands has been abaudantly 
compensated by the great facilities afforded in reap- 
ing them with the machine invented by Mr. Ridley, 
and from a less outlay of money being required in 
clearing the land of the timber, the plains being 
almost firee &om it. 

Next to the fertility of the soil and seasons, is the 
&ct of 80 little clearing being required to make the 
land available; in many parts of this colony, 
tfaousands of acres have been broken ap, from which 
not a single tree was obliged to be removed ; and in 
other parts where the wood was more abundant, the 
process of " girdling," or destroying the sap, was 
found sufficient to bring the whole field into cultiva- 
tion the first year, and removing one tree after 
another, at the farmer's leisure. With a boundless 
extent of wood for every purpose which may be 
required by the settler, the forests are on the one 
haad confined to mountain districts, and in the 
agricultural parts, the trees are dispersed in the 
form of a park, adding to the beauty of the country, 
without impeding the labours of the husbandman. 
Thsa. again, the trees which may be on the land 
you might wish to cultivate, will be useful to you 
to feoce that land with ; should the timber not be 
sufficiently straight for making posts and rails, it 
will always make a kangaroo or a dog fence. The 
splitting of posts and rails gives occupation to a 
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Dumber of men, who are called "tiersmen,"* from 
their avocationfl lying principally in the Stringy 
Bark TierB. or Ranges ; it takes about 4,500 pieces 
to inclose an eighty acre section with a three rail 
fence, and the price may be taken, according to the 
distance the material has to be carted, at from 
£60. to £70. per sectbn of «ghty acres. The 
" kangaroo" fence is composed of pieces of timber, 
large and small, all cut into lengths of seven feet, 
and placed close and upright, in a trench two feet 
deep, and well rammed ; a rough batten being 
nailed along the top to give it consistency ; this 
fence is preferred where the timber is plentiful, as 
it serves to keep p^t sheep, or other small animals 
from getting iAto your fields. Besides these there 
are the " ditch and bank," " American or Ic^-feooe," 
and the " dog-leg^fence," according to the &ncy 
or means of the &rmer. 

The ploughing is universally performed by the 
means of bullocks; they are more [dentiful, and 
bei&g stroller than horses, better adapted for 
breaking up new land, although afier the ground 
has heai wdl worked for a season or two. horses 
would be preferable, as they perform their work 
so much quicker. The oxen give little trouble, they 
do a hard day's work, and are then turned out 
into the woods or hills for the night, to prootre 
feed for thems^es. The ploughs are generally 

* Fmcetiotttlj' oalled by Hr. Geoi^ StephenMHi, "nMn of tbe 
" tien eut." 
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preferred of colonial mannfacttire ; English and 
Scotch ploagha are too alight, excepting they are 
used on old ground ; the ploughs made in the colony 
are saited to the vork required of tbem, and if a 
breakage occurs, are more easily put in repair. 
Mr. Robert Davenport, of Mount Barker, has had a 
subsoil plough constructed under bis direction^ 
and used vitb much advantage. 

As has already been stated, manure is not used 
in South Australia as yet, for agricultural purposes ; 
labour is too valuable, and the land is sufficiently 
productive, so that by adopting the plan of allowing 
half the section to remain fallow for one season, 
exposed to the sun and rain, the purpose of the 
fanner is accomplished. Indeed, such is the pro- 
ductive capability of the land, that I have known as 
good self-sown crops reaped from a paddock where 
the ground was in the second season only harrowed 
over, as from the first crop. The average depth to 
which the soil is turned over by the plough, is 
about eig^t inches ; the wheat is sown from medio 
April, till medio June ; if later, the former runs the 
risk of the hot winds, which occur in December 
and Janiiary. Barley may be sown considerably 
later. BaTley,Uke wheat, succeeds amazingly ; but it 
has not remunerated the grower, as distillation is 
next to prohibited in the colony. The following 
letter, as regards the price South Australian 
wheat has lately realized in the English market, 
will be read with pleasure. 
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To ike Editor f^tkt South AtutraUm Nem. 

Com Bzcluuige, and 6, Londou-itreet, Marlc-luie. 

Sib. Nov. 21st, 1845. 

As one of the earliest friends of Soath Aastndta, I hsve 
ever taken a liTely interest in her welfare ; and having been 
fiiTOored by the sales of the principal part of the Soath Aostralian 
wheat which has appeared in the London market, I am much 
gratified io being able to state, that the qoalitj is very saperior 
and acceptable to the London miller. 

The bulk of the wheat, per the ' Isabella Watson,' was not 
quite equal to the previoua importations, owing, no doubt, to a 
little less csre having been taken in the cultivation and harvesting 
during the past year, occasioned probably by the low prices it 
realized in the colony. Still the quality was very anperior; in 
proof of which, I obtained from 70t. to 76i. for the greater 
balk of it, for the ordinary mealiog porposes, and for a small 
quantity of extraordinary quality of prize wheat, from the Agri- 
cultural show at Adelaide, I obtained the high price of trom S4f. 
to 96i. per quarter for seed. 

I also had the pleasure of exhibiting a most beantifnl sample 
of South Australian barley, of the chevalier growth, the extraor- 
dinary quality of which excited considerable interest : and it was 
generally considered to be the finest sample of barley ever shewn 
on the London Com Exchange. 

I thought this simple statement of &ets might be acceptable 
to the friends of the colony. 

And am, Sir, your obedient Servant, 

CHAKLES JAMES HEATH. 

The enemies the farmer has to contend with, are 
" blight," and " smut," in the wheat ; the former 
caused by the hot winds, should they occur at the 
period when the wheat is in bloom ; the latter more 
from carelessness than any other cause, for, by 
being particular in steeping the wheat before it is 
sown, in these several " pickles" or solutions, which 
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are known to the fanner as a prerentatiTe of smut, 
this bane may be almost entirely guarded against* 

Drake is also a dreadful nuisance to the farmer ; 
it ripena and sheds before the wheat does, and must 
be eradicated by not sowing the field for a Beason, 
and ploughing it as soon as the drake springs up, 
by which it is destroyed. 

An average of twenty bushels of wheat of 601bs. 
weight, for the whole colony, may be taken a» 
correct ; much of the good land bears 30 and 35 
bushels, for several seasons in succession ; the 
average produce of barley is much greater, and may 
be safely taken at 30 bushels. Barley is also cut 
green, as food for hotses, kept in stables ; and may 
be cut twice, if sown early, and still produce a crop of 
grain besides ; otherwise it may be cut three times. 
The South Australian barley makes excellent malt ; 
last year a malting establishment was added to the 
list of our manufactories. Oats thrive well in the 
Mount Barker district, as also potatoes, as a field 
produce ; in the low districts these cannot be de- 
pended upon as a crop ; the same may be said of 
maize ; rye is very little cultivated, and principally 
by the Germans. 

The following table shews the gradual and rapid 
increase of the cultivation in the Province, since the 
year 1840. 

* Count Streleczki recommends the adoption of the following 
pickle, on the authority of BoQuingault; " 3 oi. of anlphBte of 
copper per bushel, diluted in sufficient water to cofer the wheat; 
soalced three hours ;" onr AwmetB would do well to Uy it. 
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ti9« Setting the nMmt«r<ifAerumMltivatiM in tht Provmee 
StMthAugtraUa, in the years 1840, 1841, 1843, 1843, and 1844. 



TMn. 


Number 

of 

Proprieton 


Number of A ci 


rr» nnder ColtlTation. 


Tool*. 


Whoal 




o»t. 


Maize 


fotutoen 


(ianten. 


ISM 


_ 


law 


38S 


434 


laa 


440 


_ 


3503 


IMI 




41S4 


897 


fini 


714 


466 




67«a 


1843 


873 


tiooo 


8700 


700 


sso 


690 


850 


107B0 


ifwa 


1300 


tsooo 


3300 


790 


390 


470 


840 »690 1 




1367 


L8080 


4SS4 


1045 


S4I 


397 


781 «918 1 




EttimitMl 














3WMI0 1 



A. U. HUMDY, CulouUI 8ccr«Ui7. 
Cotonial Secratmrr'i Office, 3Iit Jaauw;, 1845. 
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The prospects of the fermers in South Australia 
have latterly, io common with those of every one else, 
greatly improved ; the times are now past, I hope not 
to return again, when cargoes of wheat were to he 
hought in Adelaide at 2s 6d per bushel, and fine 
flour at £8. per ton— 4«. 6d. is the last quotation in 
Adelaide, with a brisk demand for the neighbouring 
colonies ; and although we may all wish to have a 
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continuance of cheap provisions, it must not be at 
the expense of a very deserving and industrious 
portion of our community ; and bread may still be 
cheap, and give the farmer a legitimate return for 
the labour bestowed upon the cultivation of the 
soil likewise. The produce of our fields is exported, 
both as wheat and flour, to Sydney, New Zealand, 
Van Diemeo's Land, King Greorge's Sound, Swan 
River, Mauridus,* Cape of Good Hope, Sincapore, 
England, &c. 

The scarcity of labour in the latter end of 1842 
was seriously felt by the iarmers; when harvest 
came on they found the wheat actually being lost 
for want of sufficient hands to reap it ; besides, the 
labourers took advantage of this scarcity, and de- 
manded most exorbitant wages, from 15x. to 20« 
per acre, with an allowance of wine or beer, rations, 
and I know not what besides. During 1843, there- 
fore, in the absence of emigration, which had at 
that time entirely ceased, a committee of agricultu- 
rists was formed, to devise means to obviate a 
similar occurrence in the harvest of 1843-4, by the 
application of mechanical power, and a premium 
was offered for a reaping machine, which should be 
effectual in its operations, and be generally appli- 
cable to the wants of the colony. At a meeting of 
the committee in September, 1843, no less than 13 
- persons exhibited models and drawings of various 
machines, creditable to them certainly, but each of 
-frhich was pronounced of course by the inventor 
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as fliiper-excellent. The cominittee, however, stated 
that no machine had been exhibited which Utey 
conld reconunend for adoption. 

All this while there was another person in Ade- 
laide devoting hu talent to the accomplishment of 
the object in view, but be did not exhibit either 
models or plans ; with great liberality, and no less 
credit to himself, he gave his time and money to 
the subject, and whilst others were discussing, he 
made the machine I This gentleman's name is 
Ridley; a native I believe of Newcastle upon Tyne ; 
he possesses considerable self-acquired mechanical 
talent, having erected one of the first steam flour 
mills in the colony. 

One afternoon, during the summer of 1843-4, 
some friends met me in Adelaide, and asked me to 
join them in their ride to a neighbouring fiirm, 
where Mr. Ridley's Reaping Machine, which they 
said both reaped and thrashed the com at the same 
time, was saccessfully at work. It was not gene- 
rally known at that time what the machine was, 
and although we were all incredulous, we started to 
see with our own eyes how far the reports we had 
heard were correct ; presently we saw from several 
quarters, other horsemen, all steering to the same 
point. By the time we reached the farm, a lai^ 
"field" had mustered to witness the proceedings, 
and there, sure enough, was the machine at work, 
by the t^ency of two horses, and two men, one to 
guide the horses, the other the maehine ! There was 
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no mistake about it — the heads of the com were 
th^rashed off perfectly clean ; aod a winnowing ma- 
chine being ^t hand, the com was tranaferred out 
of the reaping into the latter machine, and carts 
were ready to convey the cleaned wheat to the mill, 
two miles off, where the wheat, which an hour 
before was waving in the fields in all the lustre of 
golden tints, was by Mr. Ridley's steam-mill ground 
into flour. Never before was perhaps such a rero- 
lutioD in the appliances of agriculture caused, as 
was done by this machine ; success attended the 
very first trial of it, and during seven days it reaped 
and thrashed the teventy acres of wheat of which 
the paddock we all went to see was composed. 
The harvest season of that year being already far 
advanced, the generality of fetrmers derived little 
benefit from it ; but Mr. lUdley, during the succeed- 
ing year, made a number of them, which he sold 
to the settlers. By this time, I lancy, the greatest 
part of all the wheat grown in the colony is 
harvested by this machine, causing an enormous 
saving of labour and expense. 

Nothing more important could hare been invented 
for the prosperous development of our fertile agri- 
cultural districts ; the iarmers all knew, long since, 
that the land would grow com in abundance ; but 
they put in their grain, with fear and trembhng, not 
knowing, but that when the crops were ripe, the 
half of it might shed before they could .get 
sufficient hands to reap it. Our climate, again, is 
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perhaps one of very few, timt affords the necessary 
iacilities for the operations of this machine. Owing 
to the great diyness prevalent about the time the 
com ripeos, the com separates from the chaff at the 
first blow of the beater, when the head of the straw 
is caught by the projecting teeth, which guide it 
into the lower cylinder; for the Bame reason, the 
cylinder is not|]liable to get choked, and, by having 
a sort of chimney at the upper and back end of the 
large receiving box, the greatest quantity of the 
chaff, makes its escape by the draught caused by 
the revolving of the beaters. Mr. Ridley is, besides, 
sanguine, in bdng enabled to add the perfect win- 
nowing action to the same machine. 

To an English former, the first glance at the 
accompanying sketch would suggest the idea of 
unfitness, as the machine, in passing over the field, 
appears to destroy the straw, which in England is 
such a valuable part of the field's produce ; now vrith 
us, in the first place, we do not want the straw ; it 
has been already stated that the straw is usually 
burnt by the farmer after thrashing ; but, secondly, 
were the straw required, it could always be moton, 
afler the bustle of securing the wheat, &c. was over 
for the straw is only laid dovm flat, not destroyed, 
and as no rain need be apprehended beyond a 
casual shower or so, during the harvest month, the 
straw remains fit for use for a long time. 

This machine can reap and thrash one acre per 
hour with the greatest ease, though, except in cases 
p 2 
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of emergieaey, the fiumer does not hoiiy faiiDsdf 

with it ; two sets of hones are fonnd quite effi- 
cient, whidi work honr abont, and aie ke{rt wdl 
fed on the fidd ; baUo<^ have likewise been used 
wi^ eqaal success; the loss from waste, has, bj 
eomparing the quantity of grain delivered from the 
field by this method, and the quantity which re- 
sulted in former seasons by hand re^nng and 
thrashing, been found to be much less. This must 
be obrious to all; for in hand reaping, the first 
shock tbe corn gets (which it must be remembered 
is very dry and brittle, and easily separated from the 
husk) is by tbe action of the sickle ; then it has to 
be bound, stocked, thrown on to a dray, carted to, 
and thrown on to the sta^; before tbe thrasher 
performs his work, it has to be further tossed about ; 
by all which operations there is loss. This machine, 
on the contrary, begins at one end and proceeds 
down the whole length of the field ; high or low, 
crooked or straight, evoy straw is caught by the 
horizontal mid lateral teeth, and thus brought 
under the beater. Trees being in the field does not 
hinder the use of tbe machine ; as one man, with a 
Mckle, can reap the few ears of com immediately 
round the trees which may be out of the reach of it. 
But as the reader is doubtless anxious to have a 
minute desoiption of this very clever and ingeniuaB 
invention, which reflects the highest credit on Mr. 
Ridley, I will at once proceed to describe it, and di- 
rect the reader's attention to the accompanying plates. 
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DESCEIPTION OF EBAPING MACHINE. 

Fig. 1. Side Elevation. Fig. 2. Plan. 

The letters correapoad in botb. 

This machioe ia driven by two horses, (see 
page 213) the carrying wheels aaa, are 4 feet in 
diameter, that on the off side is fixed to the axle, 
whilst the near wheel works in a box the same as 
an ordinary carriage wheel. To the inside of the 
off, or driving wheel, is attached a toothed ri^er 
b, 30 inches diameter ; this gears into the pinion c, 
on the shaft d, and gives motion to the fly wheel e, 
round which a cross belty, passes, communicating 
with the pulley gg; this gives motion to the 
beaters h h, which make 30 revolutions to one of 
the driving wheel; now the driving wheel, at a 
moderate horse walk, revolves 20 times per minute, 
giving to the beaters a velocity, 30 >< 20 =: 600 
revolutions per minute, in the direction of the 
arrows. 

At the fore end of the machine are six prongs, 
three on each side, embracing t^ie entire width of 
the wheel track, and serving to collect the ears into 
.the narrower range of teeth t, these extend into the 
cylinder, in the form of a comb, and, between them, 
the neck of the straw passes to J, (as shewn by the 
dotted lines 1, S, 3) when, coming in contact with 
the beaters, the com is struck out and thrown up 
the curve m, over which it fiills into the body of the 
cart A. 

The machine is propelled by a pole from behind. 
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supported bj two small wheels. The fore end of 
the machine is raised or depressed by turning 
the handle n, on the shaft of which is a pinion 
working in the segment rack I. This arrangement 
enables the workman to adapt the machine to long 
or short straw. In the vignette, .page 213, the end 
of the cylinder is left open purposely to shew the 
beaters inmde. 

It has already been said that this machine will 
with ease reap an acre an hour ; few farmers, how- 
ever, require to hnny themselves at this rate; 
Major O'Halloran constructed one himself after the 
model of Mr. Ridley's, with which he performed 
^ foUowing work, on some fields of his estate, 
the Ghunge, near Adelaide : 
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I08i acrea in I58h. 50m. or an avenge of Ifa. 26iii. paacie. 

Captain Bagot, M.G., was one of the first who 
used this machine^ The following letter, which he 
addressed to a local paper, gives some fiirther inter- 
esting particulars respecting this admirable inven- 
tion. 

To ths EdUort o/ths Reguter. 

OenUemen,— The folloiring ia a statement of the work per- 
formed by one of Mr. Bidl^B locomotiTe thraahing machinea oa 
my tasm at Koonnnga : — 

On the 26tb December ve entered into a field of 39^ acrea of 
vheat — a good fall crop, tolerably thick, and about foor feet 
high. 
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In nine da^i it wu all Uuuhed, the joachiiie hafiog been at 
woi^ sixty boon. The thtuhed com mt laid down in hMpa 
in the field and vinnoved there. 

The result hu been 843 bnshela of weU deaned corn, ready 
for the muket. 

The machine vaa dravn by nz bollodu. 

The expenses incurred vere as foUoira :— £. i. d. 

Two men with the machine, one of them to steer, 

and the other to drive ; theae for nine days, at 

2i td each per day - • - 2 5 

Use <tf the machine at 2« fid each per acre - 5 



Cost of OuBshing 843 bnshels £7 5 H 

Or little more than 2d per bushel. 

Three men were employed for twelre days viimoving and 

carting in the com to the store. £. $, d. 

Tint men twelre dayi, at 2* (id each 4 10 

Uaa of winnowing machine - - 10 



Cost of winnowing - £5 10 



Lesa than \\d per bnahel ; making the entire cost of harrest- 
ing and preparing for the maAet, S^ per bushel. 

I am aware that much greater quantities of work hare been 
done by some fd these machinea. I waa not obliged to horryi 
and preferred allowing ample time. We aeldom put it to woA 
befbre elevsn o'clock, a.m., as wefoond at an earherhonr the straw 
was tough, and the thrashing waa not ao perfect aa at a later period 
of the day. The reanlt, howerer, ia moat aatiafectory, and pravM 
the extraordinary talue of Hr. Kdley'a 'i^miFaMn inrention, I 
consider the madiine most perfect, as calculated by Hr. R. to 
be wwked by a pair of horsei. The application of ox power 
to it will, periups, require some trifling modiflcations to render 
it equaDy perfect for them. 

With the aid of this machine wheat may be grown in thia 
colony for about It 6d per bushel, aa shewn in the foUowiikg 
■tatemeats: — 
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£. I.' d. 
Bent of 60 acm of endo»ed ludat 4i per acre 16 

Flonghiug 40 urrei, at 7s per acre - 14 

Seed for 40 acres, 60 buihelB, at 1 j 6d per bnahel 4 10 

Sowing and harrowing in 40 acres at li &d per acre 3 

£37 10 

The other 40 acres are to lie fallow. 
Produce of 40 acres, at 20 bushels per acre, 

800 bushels at - 11^ 37 10 

Harvesting asaboTa - - 3| 

1 3 
Carting to market - - 3 

1 6 
And bj this mode of alternate cropping and following, the land 
will continue ita productireneas for an indefinite period. 

Trusting that this pbun statement of fitcts may be interesting 
to some of your readers, I shall be happy to see it admitted to 
a place in youi paper. I am, Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 
Koonanga, Jan. 1845. C. H. BAGOT. 

The gallant captain, however, grievously offended . 
the other farmers in South Australia, by stating that 
wheat could be grown in the colony for Is 6d per 
bushel ; nor am I myself inclined to adopt his cal' 
culations for the whole colony, and another sbilling 
may safely be added to the Is 6d, ot is 6d he 
taken as the price at which wheat can be produced ; 
but as I happen to know Captain Bagot, and his 
forming operations, intimately, I can safely affirm 
that his statements, as applied to his larm, are sub- 
stantially correct. 
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The colonisto were not behind-hand in ackoow- 
ledgmg Mr. Ridley's valuable service to the colony ; 
and a subscription was promoted by Captain Bagot 
to present Mr. Ridley with some testimonial. The 
sum thus raised, was, at the Agricultural Society's 
meeting of last year, presented to Mr. Ridley by 
His Excellency Qovemor Orey, who passed a 
high compliment on him on that occasion. Mr. 
Ridley, with his usual liberal spirit, applied the sum 
to the extension of his library by the purchase of 
the best scientific works, the use of which he allows 
to industrious and deserving mechanics. 

Owing to the mildness of our winter season, and 
the abundance of natund food, our cattle are never 
housed, excepting, of course, the horses used in 
town ; there is therefore little turnip or mangold- 
wnrzel grown, beyond what is found in gardens ; 
and English grasses, although their introduction 
and general growth would be desirable, are for the 
like reason also neglected. 

As a general hint to English farmers who may 
hereafter make South Australia their home, it may 
not be out of the way to mention, that most of the 
theories on the practice of agriculture, as adapted to 
England, must be abandoned on commencing farm- 
ing operations in the colonies; indeed, those who have 
had least experience in England, and who have con- 
sequently least to vnleam, generally get on much 
quicker than their cleverer and more theoretical 
neighbours. An Agpricultund Society has been estab- 
lished some years, and is well supported. 
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HORTICULTURE. 
To Horticulturiats, the climate and soil of South 
Australia offers the surest promise of success; every 
experiment in gardeoiug has proved that all Teg;eta- 
bles and fruits reared in England, as well as those of 
warmer dimatee, succeed to perfection. Whilst the 
rich black soil of the banks of rivers and o^eka is 
advantageous to the culture of the fig, olive, peach, 
melon, and orange, the &ce of the various undulating 
hills throughout the colony, being composed of red 
calcareous loam, restmg on decomposed limestone 
and slate, is the v^ periection for the growth of 
the vine. As a goieral summary of what has 
already been produced in the colony, I make no 
apology for giving extracts of the proceedings at 
last year's Agrioiltural and Horticultural show, held 
at Adelaide, in February, 1844. 

SODTB AUREALIAM ASBICOLTHBAI. AND HoBTICITLTVBAt. 

SodKTY** Sbow. — TbeMtwo SoeietiecluiTing been iMtgad into 
one permanMit body, the fint show wu held on Weduesdiy, the 
14th of Febmar]r> in the park-Undi between North Terrue uid 
TVome Bridge. More thui 300 nunee appeared on the Subaciip- 
tion lut, and£l40.iruthiucollected. Ne&riy 1,200 personi paid 
for admuuos, end a •am was receiTed which paid all expenaee 
and left a baknoe in the tnasorer'H hands. The priua ofieied 
were fron jSIO. 10<. to lOi. 6d. in valoe. 

The following ia a Bommary of the variont articlea wot for 
eihibitton: 

TTHEAT, BARLKY, AMD OATB. 

1. TTXeaf. Fint prise to No. 9, Hessrs. Inoe* and Gilmore, 
Chain of Poada. A fine bold wheat, and of Buperior qoali^. 
It weighed 6611m. 6ob. pet inqterial badtd.* 

* The priie wheat of 1S45 weighed 67j^b. 
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Second priifl to No. 1, HcMia. SUmfoid, Bnrlef, and Stani- 
totd, Baalutn Farm, Mesdova Special fiorrey. This umplo 
alao weighed G&iM. Sol. It is the ume toit of vhekt u gained 
the prize laet ye&r. 

There were twentj-aeren sampieB of whcet ezhihited, and the 
majority of them were remarkably good. 

There was alio sent in for show, but not for competitioii, BOme 
Btalki of hen-«nd-chisken wheat (one of the Egyptian varietiee), 
grown from three aeeda of com in North Addaide, fonr yeua ago, 
the increase of the first year being 3,000 grains. The grower, 
Mr. B. A. Stone, of the Pinery, warrants a crop any month in 
the year, and declares that it will neither take blight nor smut. 
He also laid on the exhibition table a loaf of bread, made from 
the ftnr. Heaaks^l.perboihd for the seed. 

2. BarUy. First prize to No. 27, Mr. Joseph Ind, (rf Bindley 
Street. Weight 57lbi. 4oi. per imperial bosbel. 

Bunples of barley were also exhibited by Hr. A. H. Datis, ' 
Moore Farm Beed Beds; Mr. Porter, Helmore, fineonnter Bay, 
(weight 541bs. lOoi.); Mr. W, V. Sergeant, Stnrt KiTer, a 
bnshel of six-rowed bcardleai and skinleis barley, a natiTe of 
Palestine called by the French, " 0^ Cekete;" Mr. John Bid- 
ley, Hindmarsh (pearl barley); and Mr. Joseph Ind, Hindey 
Street. 

3. OatM. Krst prise to No. 40, Mr. Jamea Shakes, (rf Mount 
Barkn. Wught 461bs. 6as. 

Other samples were sent in by Mr. C. B. Fisher, of Lockleys; 
Mr. Doffield, of Eohmiga, (weight 431bs. lOox.) ; and the Hon. 
6. F. DaAvood, trfthe Meadows. 

FLODR AND HALT. 

I. Mntr. First prise to No. 63, Hr. John Bidley, of Hind- 
marsh. 

Samples of floor were exhibited by Dr. Kent, of East Park ; 
Mr. William Gardiner, of Thebarton; and Mr. Joseph Ind, of 
Hindley Street, (two samples.) 

We hardly erer remember seeing so fine a sample trf floor as 
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the prize one. Dr. Kent's qiecimeii vu almoBtu good, bat not 
K> loftj. 

2. Malt. The priie to No. 98, Mr. John Anld, of Fark Land 
Brewery. 

Two aampleB vera also ibewn by Mr. Aloander Patenon, of 
Kentington. 

It vaa nutter of regret to Kreral nsitoiB and tapeters, that 
no Bpecimens of colonial bopa were fortbcomiiig, especially aa in 
Tasmania tbey hare made conaiderable pro^^reas in its cnltnTe. 

DAIKY PRODDCB, HAlfS, AND BACOH. 

1. Butter, fresh. First priie to No. 80, Mr. Joseph Hodson, 
of Glen Osmond. 

Butter, potted. First prise to No. 124, Mr. C. B. Fisher, of 
the Reed Beds. 

Hany other samples were sent in. 

2. Cheeta. First prize to No. 72, Messrs. Whyte and Ban- 
kin, of MooQt Crawford. 

Second prize to No. Ill, Hr. William Pinkerton, of Stodley. 

A cheese exhibited by Mr. Joseph Johnson (an excellent old 
one) attracted mnch notice ; as also one a year old, made by Mr. 
T. N. MitchelL 

3. Bacon, flitch. First prize to No. 97, Mr. John Edwarda, 
of Hindley Street. 

4. ^ai7u(bacon). First prize to No. II ;, Mr. Walter DufSeld, 
Mount Barker. 

The pork hania exhibited were not neariy so fine as many we 
have seen ; but the lateness of the season and the quantity ex- 
ported may account for the deficiency. 

POTATOEB, ONIONS, FIELD PEAS, HAIZE, COBBEIT'b COKK, 
AND HORSE BEANS. 

1. Polaloet. First prize to No. 91, Mr. John Bishop, of 
Green Hill. 

All the specimens of potatoes were fine, and some remarkably 
Urge and good. 
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3. OtuoM. Pint priie to Ho. 54, Hon. John Hoiphett, of 
CummiiiB, Sturt Birer. 

All the onioniwere good, and someof them equal to the finest 
produced in Portugal or elaevhere. 

3. Field Peat. First pri« to Ho. 99, Mr. John Winior, 
Lagoon Fann, near Glenelg. 

The aamples were rer; beantiAil, particolarl; one kind, called 
the partridge pea. 

4. Maize. ToA prixe to Ho. 95, Mr. John Bishop, of Green 
Hill . 

Ve noticed two etalka of great length and aize, beaiing Mrenl 
coba of maixe, which for beaaty of appearance equalled anything 
of the kind we have erer leen. 

5. Oihbeet Corn. Fint prise to No. SO, Mr. A. H. Dans, of 
Hoore Farm, Reed Beds. 

6. Horn Beam. Fiiat prixe to No. 59, Hon. John Morphett, 
Commina, Start Hirer. 

QRAFKB, APPLES, PXABS, SWEKT MBLONS, WATER HELOMS, 
FRUITS, TEOKTABLRS, AMD BOTTftUETa. 

1. Orapu, wine. The price to No. 144, George Stephenson, 
Esq., North Adelaide. 

This collection embraced 12 of the finest mieties. 

2. Grapes, table. The prize to No. 143, Geoige Stephenson, 
Esq., North Adelaide. 

Some Black and white ConstantiA grapes were exhibited hy 
Mr. William Giles, and sereral choice Tarieties by Hr. A. H. Davis, 
of Moore Farm. 

3. Qrapet, best and greatest Tarietiea. The priie to No. 145, 
George Stephenson, Esq., North Adelaide. The gn4>es were 
tboronghly ripe, and their appearance, arranged in their several 
assortments, and the more intimate test |hey underwent by the 
nice palates of the jadges (for the pnbUc were forbidden even to 
touch) have proved beyond a donbt, that onrs will become not 
only a vine^pvwing bnt a wine-eiporting colony. 

4. Appla$. Prise to No. 131, Hon. Jacob Hagen, Echuoga. 
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Ocorge StepheiuoD, Esq., of North Adehtide also ibewed aonie 
dioice TarietieB. 

£. Piart. Prize to No. 156, Qeotge Stei^wnaon, Esq., Nortli 
Adelaide. 

Tke Hon. Jacob Hagen, tlao shewed tome veiy fine pean. 

6. 8weet MeUmt. Prize to No. 122, Mr. A. H. DbtIb, Uoore 
Farm. The sweet mdon wLdch gained the prize, wu, in the 
opinion of the judges, the finest flarour yet prodnoed in the 
colony. 

7. Water Melons. Prize to No. 137, Mr. William Dmhuo, 
of the Torreai. 

It may be as well to atate here, for the information of English 
readers, that so abundant is this delidont froit in South Anatra- 
lia, tkat it may be had at half-a-crown the hundred-wei^t. The 
Tariflty of appearance, sorts, and flavonr, adapt themeelTes to all 
palates, and compensatefor tbeoomparatiTeeeanatyof treefndts, 
but which give promise of soon beccmiag as cheap as in any part 
of the world. The qoantity of melons consamed by all classes 
«nd ^;ea wonld aatoniah the most lavish conzomers of fHiit in the 
mother-conn try. 

8. Fntiti, Best collection of, for irfiicb no prizes were sepa- 
rately o&red. Prize, to No. 146, George Stephenson, Esq., 
North Adelaide. 

Tliese &aits comprised the foUowing ; citrons, peaches, plnms, 
almonds, flgs, dried figs, pomegianates, passaflora-idQlis, orange, 
banana, olives, goava, medlar, and pine-apple. AH these finite 
were not in season, but spedmens were exhibited to sbew that 
healthy condition. 

Amongst tlie frnits, we mast make spedol mention of some 
beaatifol almonds fhun the garden of Oeoige Stephenson, Esq., 
and a fine dish of sweet almonds sent for exhibition fay J. H. 
Fisher, Esq. . 

Vegetables, for the best and greatest variety. Prize to No. 160, 
Hr. Joseph Ind, Hindley Street. 

Other vegetables were shewn by Mr. George Clark, WalkerviUe ; 
Hon Jacob Hagen, Echnnga; Mr. A. H. Davis, Mo<Me Farm; 
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Mr. John Hagger. Wilkeirille, two cucumben, (Hindieater 
prize,) and a amal) lot of green peaa ; Mr. Vfm. Dinham, of the 
Tonena j Mr. B. Bell, Clifton, («egetable marrow and tomaU) ; 
and Mr. William Haiui, Botanical Gardeo, two Borti of vegeta- 
ble maiTOw, celery, (two kinda,) ndishea, and lettnce, (Qrand 
Admiral,) all of which, with the exception of the celeiy, had been 
•own within the U*t three months. 

Carrota, parsnip*, and the Cape cabbage tamip, and beet-roo^ 
w«e shewn in much profuaion, and were, in point of aice, ao i«- 
marlcable, that we regret we eanoot aUte the glrtha and dimen- 
aiona. 

We noticed a very good specimen of the bottle^nrd, and 
were abont to set down some enormona pumpkina aa barrel- 
gonrda, when a fiiendly connoiaaear aet na right aa to their real 
pretennoDB. They had, we think, aa much rotnndity aa a qoai- 
ter-pipe ; and we hare aince learned that one of them weighed 
B4 pounds. There were also on the exhibition table, a con- 
aideiable variety of European gaxdeti herbs, in great perfection ; 
and amongst the few seeds, there was a very fine aample of the 
naefal and wholesome carraway. 

10. BouqueU, (forthebest.) Fust priie to No. 149, Geoi^ 
Stephenaon, Esq., North Adelaide. Second prize to No. 158, 
Hon. Jacob Hagen, Gchnuga. 

11. Coltagtrt' Prize (for the best boaquet.) Mr. John 
Bailey of Hackney Nojaery. 

Geo^ Stephenson, Esq^ exhibited a very fine specimen of 
■agar caoe and New Zealand flax. 

Tonacco, FHiaa and ii an u facto brd. 

1. TMoccQ, fresh. Prize to No. lOS, Hon. John Morphett, 
Cammins, Start Itiver. 

2. Tobacco, mannhctnrcd into dgan. Prize to No. 53, Mr. 
W. F. Sargeant, Start River. 

Mr. Sergeant's sample conusted of rix stalks of Yi^nia to- 
bacco, partly cured; kz ditto ditto, from the same plant; ux 
sticks of Negro-head; a aroall panel of cut tobacco ; one hnn- 
Q 
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dred cigan ; and tiiree handi of loves made ready for puloDg. 
Other sampks were exMbited. 

Mr. Aleiuider Ltvson, of Adelaide, exhibited three qnalitiea 
of ennff. 

REAFINO MACBINXS. 

The Society'a priie of jglO. 10*. was awarded to Mr. John 
Bidley, of Hindmanh, for hU harvest nutcfaiue, in doing which. 
Hit Eicelleney, the Oovemor, paid Mr. Ridley »ome well^meiited 
Gomplimenta. 

VNKNTIHEBATID AKTICLKB. 

Although the prizes for nneDnmerated uticles are not yetfized, 
the following are the Jndgea' and our own remarlcB upon them. 

1. Iron Ctutingi. Mr. John Wyatt, of OranfeU Street, a 
cylinder, seven inches diameter, for a four-horse power steam en- 
gine, fifteen inchea etrolce ; and fonr iron cart and dray wheel 
hoxea. The Judges pronounced them most creditable produc- 
tions, and quite eqoal to anything that could be prodnced at any 
of the best foundries in England. 

2. Soap. (Ho. 100.) Mr. W. H. Burford, three bars of mot- 
tled soap, and (No. 101) Wright, Linn, and Elliott, fbr samples 
of yellow soap. Both of excellent quality. 

3. Candles, mould. No. 1U7, Mr. J. H. Walker. Ao ezcd- 
lent BpecimcD. 

4. Suit, one bag made from English rock salt. Mr. 0. H. 
Thompson. Apparently a fine white salt, of good quality, and 
w«ll manofactured. I%e Jndgee expressed their regret, that 
there was not also a specimeb of mannfactnred salt pordy 
colonial. 

Mr. Thompson is already supplying salt, similar to tbaX ez- 
hiUted, at the rate of two tons a week ; and be is determined to 
fonn talt-pans contiguous to the Fort, where he will perfect a 
refinery. 

5. Wool, three fleeces. Mr. James Masters. All TOry good 
spedmens, and one sample of fine wool particularly beantifnl^ 
Inmost equal to the best Saxony. 

6 . A Hearth-rug, in colonra, mannfiKtaied from native wod. 
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and on k colonuil-made loom, by J. -F. Bottomley, Thebtrton. 
Teiy creditable aa a first specimen. Hr. B. can mannftctare 
lieaTth-ra^ of any colour or pattern, and by the tame machinery, 
he viU be able to manufacture wire-ganze for blinds and aierea. 

7. Leather, tiro parcela, one from Mr. George Bean, the other 
from Mr. William Peacock. The Judges gave a decided pre- 
ference to Mr. WiDiam Peacock's, both on account of the greater 
variety and anperior qaality. 

Mr. Peacock's specimens comprised three sides kip, three calf- 
ekins, three goat-skins, two d(^-skius, two cat>flkins, fonr kanga- 
roO'Skins, fonr seal-akina, six black aheep-sklns, three brown 
•heep-ekina, and two aole-bntta and a piece. 

Mr. Geo^ Bean's samples consisted of one bntt and two aidea 
sole-leather, aeven aidea bright harness-leather, one dozen kanga- 
roo-skins, one doicn waUaby-skins, two dOEen aeal-sldna, two 
horse-hides, thre« calf-skins, one piece boot-top leather, four 
bright seal-skins, and four bright basils. 

8. Ale, One cask, from Mr. John Shand, which was pro- 
noanced particolarly deaerring of patronage. The tasting the 
contents of this cask was not confined to the Judges ; and all 
agreed in declaring it excellent. At his own t^, Mr. Shand 
retails it at two shillings per gallon. 

9. Slarch, Dr. Davey, of Walkerrille, (two specimens.) Mr. 
Giles (whose report the Committee confirmed) stated, that these 
samples of etarch were equal in qoality to any mtnafactared by 
eonntry makers in England, but not qoit^ equal to the London 
makers, Howard, Cbancellor, & Co., and Lechereft Co. 

10. ffotxy, (one jar.) Geoi^ Stephenson's, Esq. Excellent. 

11. Ca3(or-oi7, (cold drawn.) Mr. Carlton, Apothecary of the 
Adelaide Hospital. Particnlarly good. Dr. Kent stated that he 
nerer examined a anperior sample. 

Ve also noticed a bnah droke-siere, made by Mr. Luke Bioad* 
bent) near the Cherry Gardens; colocynth, from Mr. Robert Bell, 
of Clifton; capsicums, &om Mr. Edward Giles, of Noarlunga; 
a small bog of chicken-corn, and another of seed wheat, from 
Mr. Kemmis, of Tankolillaj and eleven beautiful specimens of 
Q2 
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galena, (lead ore,) lent by Edward Stepbena, Eaq., Manager of 

the Bank of Sooth Aoitralia, and 0. GiUes, Eiq. 

By some nnaccoontable oTenight, no ipecuoenB of the copper- 
ore, which is now being vtonght fay Hesara. Bagot and Dutton, 
made their appearance. 

Hia Excellency, the Govemor, with Mta. Grey, were present. 
la diatribnting the priEes, he expressed himself highly gratified, 
and in some instances, astonished at the productions exhibited. 
A dinner waa held after the exhibition. 

Mr. Stephenson's garden, in North Adelaide, as 
well as those fonned by Mr. Hack at great expense, 
at Echunga Springs, in the Mount Barker district, 
with some minor ones, are the principal nursery-gar- 
dena from whence the colonists are supplied with 
every variety of the best fruit trees ; another garden, 
which for beauty and extent of its arrangements, and 
great variety of its productions, deserves especial 
mention, is at Highercombe, the seat of Qeorge 
Anstey, Esq. ; indeed it would be difiBicult to say 
what is not to be found in those gardens. 

Gardens and vineyards, on an extensive scale, are 
now being laid out, in all parts of the colony, and 
in a few years much wine will be inade ; although as 
to the quality which may be expected, it would be 
premature to give a decided opinion — the vine lov- 
ing a warm dry calcareous soil, and our colony pos- 
sessing these advantages in perfection, added to the 
most suitable climate, the most sanguine hopes may 
be entertained of eventually producing a good 
quality in great abundance. 
The fig, olive, and almond, thrive amazingly, and 
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almost without any &rther care being requisite after 
they are once planted : raisins, figs, almonds, and 
olive-oil, may not UDreasonably be expected here* 
after to add to the list of our exports. 

During the fruit season, every person, from the 
highest to the humblest, has the opportunity of en- 
joying sweet and water-melons, peaches, apricots, 
and grapes, in great abundance and perfection, as 
well as at a very reasonable rate. The luxury of the 
South Australian water-melon, must be enjoyed to 
be thoroughly appreciated, no description can do 
justice to it. All fruits are grown in the open air ; 
the trees as standards, and the melon is now grown 
in fields : you see drays, drawn by two and four 
bullocks, coming into town early of a morning, with 
the melons piled up like the loads of cabbages sent 
to Covent Garden market. They are grown of 
immense size, 15 and ISlbs. being quite common, 
which, during the season, would sell for 6d. each. 

The castor-oil plant g^ws and extends so rapidly, 
that if not checked it becomes in a short time a 
periect nuisance; a very excellent sample of the oil 
has been manu&ctured from it. Hops give tiie 
fairest promise : the first ever planted were ihirty 
roots ; these gave 5Ibs. of hops the first year, and 
600 plants, which were planted out, and are all 
doing weU, and furnishing abundant roots for other 
settlers. 

Tobacco has not heea extensively planted : Messrs. 
Bonney, and William Jacob, are the principal 
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growers, -vith whom the return has been aatis&ctorjr, 
but in the manufiieture of the leaf, we are stIU very 
ki behind-hand. 

The vegetables generally foand in the English 
kitchen garden grow most luxnriaDtly in South 
Australia. Among these may be classed the cabhagt, 
pea, bean, turnip, onion, leek, carrot, cauliflower^ 
brocoli, celery, beet, artichoAes, scotch &ale, horte- 
Toditk, parsley, radish, lettuce, sea-kale, shalot, 
spinach, cress, endive, garlic, basil, balm, and a 
variety of others too numerous to be particularised. 

A cabbage, weighing 201bs. was lately exhibited 
at the Horticultural show, and potatoes wdghing 
1^ and 21bs., are of common occurrence. I have 
myself seen a cauliflower brought into town on a 
cart, which it took two men to lift off, not exactly 
from its weight, but in order not to break any of its 
leaves ; it was truly an enormous plant. The prin- 
cipal thing a person has to attend to in commencing 
a garden, is to trench the whde of the ground 
allotted to that purpose thoroughly, and not less 
than eighteen inches deep; having done this, he 
may be sure that every thing above enumerated 
will grow in it to perfection. 

His Excellency, Governor Grey, has, during the 
whole period of his residence in South Australia, 
taken the liveliest interest in the success of the 
agriculturist, grazier, and horticulturist. He is the 
Patrop of the Agricultural and Horticultural 
Society, whicji he not only assists with his subscrip- 
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tion, but ^ves every fecUity in hia power, by grant- 
ing the nse of the mo&t convenient localitiea in the 
Oovernment domains, for the use of the Society for 
their half-yearly shows, which now make a most 
respectable appearance, and are each time attended 
by many hundreds of the colonists ; liberal pre- 
miums are awarded as prizes to the best articles of 
garden and field produce, and from the oplnicm 
expressed in Mark-lane, coupled with the prices it 
has fetched, the wheat and barley grown in South 
Australia, has now, beyond doubt, taken up a high 
stand in the estimation of English buyers. 

Colonel Le Couteur, to whom I gave a sample of 
the prize wheat, has kindly promised to make some 
experiments in growing it, with a view of ascertain- 
i;ng whether it is susceptible of beii^ sufficiently 
acclimatized here, to preserve its superior qualities,, 
when exposed to European temperature and soil. 

Mr. Geoige Stephenson's garden in North 
Adelaide, has several times been mentioned above, 
as producing in perfection almost every kind 
of English and* tropical fruit : here, the banana 
and the gooseberry may be seen growing side by 
side ; and the produce of the fruit trees are no 
less abundant in quantity, than rich in flavour. 
Indeed, it has often been a matter of surprise, that 
every description of tree and plant should have 
succeeded so well in this garden, as from the 
appearance of the soil, no great results would be 
anticipated by inexperienced observers. A friend of 
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mine, haiing bninght from Adelaide a portion of 
the Boil aiid sabsoil of this garden, which has never 
been manured, I submitted them to Dr. Ure, F.R.S. 
for analyBis, and the unexpected and interesting 
result of that analysis, of snch importance to the 
colony, makes me regret not having thought of 
bringing with me a variety of samples of soil from the 
Bgricultoial districts. Dr. Ure says of it : "I have 
devoted much time and pains to the analyses of the 
soils ; they are the most singular I have ever ex- 
amined, or eren heard of. These soils are very re- 
markable, and must be very fertile, as tbey contain 
all the elem^its requisite for the nourishment of 
plants. If to this soil a very small quantity of 
Peruvian guano were added, it woald afford amazing 
crops: it wants nothing but a little rich animal 
matter." 

The analysis produced the following resalt:— 

Surface soil. 

1 . SulphfU* of lime or gypanm 

2. Phoapbate of lime . 

3. Houtare 

4. Comboatible vegeUble matter 
i, OxiJe and phoiphate of iron 

6. Filed atkatine aalta, contaiaing aome of the valnable 

pot-aah talt ; these m muriates of aodft and 
pot-»>h 

7. Silicft and a little alumina 



A trace of magnetii. 
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SubtoiL 

Sulphate of lime (gyprain) 

Phosphate of lime 

Oxide and pbosphsto of iron , 

MoiatuTe eipelled at red heat 

Fixed alkaline aalts 

Silica with a little alumina . 



A trace of magnena. 

(Signed) ANDBEW UBB, M.D. F.B.S., &c. 

London, 23rd Febmary, 1646. 

The result of these chemical researches, prove the 
soil, on which the tovm of Adelaide i$ built, to &m- 
tain in an unprecedented and extraordinary degree, 
all the most fertilizing mineral elements. It at 
once occurred to me to ascertain through the same 
means, how far the chemical composition of the 
grain grown in South Australia might be affected 
by these elements, which there is no reason to be- 
lieve should be entirely and exclusively limited to 
Mr. Stephenson's garden. That sulphate of lime 
is present in other parts of the colony, I bad it 
fortunately in my power to ascertain ; amongst the 
curiosities brought back by the party who explored 
the Port Lincoln district, under poor Mr. Darke, 
who lost his life whilst engaged in it, were two 
substances ; one a fine ' greyish powder, the other 
minute and very regularly formed scales, very 
similar to fish scales ; these were fouud in large 
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quantities on the borders of some lakes in Port 
Lincoln, and must have been precipitated from the 
waters, in which ' they are held in solution. The 
scales, Dr. Ure ascertained to be sulphate of lime 
in the purest state, the powder likewise, though less 
pure; it is not unreasonable to expect that this 
valuable mineral manure, may exist also in the soil 
of the corn-growing districts, and be in part the 
cause of their fertility. 

I was also forcibly struck by the very dis- 
couraging and un&Tourable results of Count 
Strzelecki's personal researches in the colonies of New 
South Wales and Van Diemen's Land ; be first gives 
the fdlowing comparative tabl^ of proportion of 
gluten contained in the several countries of all 
climes, as follows : — 

Europe, according to Dvij, Togel, BouasiDgaalt, averoffe. 

■ndTuiqtHlm . - - 22.S 

A^ - Beosaingaalt - 21.6 

AMca - ditto . 22.0 

North America - Straelecki - 21.3 

Sooth America ■ ditto • 17.9 

he then proceeds— 

" If we take the amount of gluten in twenty-five 
different specimens of wheat in New South Wales, 
and Van Diemen's Land, its average will be greatly 
below that of South .America. It would be really 
invidious and injurious to the Australian farmers to 
insert here the localities where the wheat, which 
has been analysed, was grown ; suffice it to say, as 
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a waniing against tbe evil vith wbdeh the most 

essential interests of society are threatened, that the 
gluten of the wheat of some of the &miers, in both 
the colonies, does not amount to four per cent" 

To ascertain how far the grain grown in South 
Australia might be similarly affected in its nutritiTe 
qualities } subqiitted samples of wheat and barley to 
Dr. Ure, at the same time drawing his attention to 
the abore report on the grain grown by our neigh- 
bours in Van Diemen's Land, &c. The following 
is the Doctor's report :^ 

No. 1 tfforda 6.56 percent, of di7g^iite]i,eqninleiit to 17.25 
of mout gluten. 

No. I aSbrda 1.05 of azote per cent., vhich, reclconing glnten 
to contain 16 per cent- of azote, givea the above proportion. 

No. 2 afforda exactly the aame proportion of azote and glatcn 
aaNo.l. 

No. 3 affords 1.26 of azote per cent, wUcli coneapondato^.S 
of dr]r gluten, and 21 of moiat glnten. 

No. 4, the barley, afforda only 0.6633 of 1 per cent, of azote, 
equivalent to 5.4 of dry glaten and 14.2 of moisL 

It Ib now admitted, by chemisU, that tbe old and mlgar method 
of determining tbe proportion of glnten by kneading the flour of 
grain with a little water, and then waahing away the starch by a 
stream of water, is quite inexact, even as to the pure glnten, and 
it does not give the proportion of albumine or caseine, which 
being equally rich in azote, with gluten, should be always indnded 
in the analysis. By the accarate determination of the azote, 
however, which can now be done very perfectly by modem 
methods of chemical research, we are in a position to ascertain 
tbe nntritive qnalities of the several cerealiawith great precision. 

The estimates of gluten, given in Mr. Stnelecki's book, seem 
(0 me, for the above reasons, to be devoid of authority. Htnat 
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l^ut«n eonUin* ao nncertain a pn^Mtlon 0/ wtter bendes, Uitt 
it Bhonld Deter be Ulcen m » flUndard, u he obTioualy does. 

The floor uied by the Puitiaa bakera, vhich ii fall; better 
than that lued by the STerage London bakera, coDtains, accord- 
ing to Vanquelin and Dumas, two excellent cbemiats, lOJ per cent, 
of dry glaten, correiponding to 26.4 of moiit, lo that yoar wlieat 
ia conaiderably belov that atandardi bat I hare analyaed English 
vheat, of &ir commercial value, which ia of the same corapoaition 
aa yoar No. 3. The barley. No. 4, being very rich in Btarch. as 
it ^ poor in gluten, it therefore exceedingly veil adapted for 
malting, and oaglit to fetch a higb price in the market. 

The relative qnalittea of grain are now estimated by tbe 
weights of respective bushela, or the aliquot part of a bnahel of 
each. But tbis method is in some measure fallacious ; if small 
sized lead shot, and large sized be tried by that method the one 
will be found to differ from the other in apparent density, though 
tbe real density of the lead of both is the same. In like manner, 
com of eqnal quality or density, derived from its gluten, will 
difler in weight per bushel according to the size of ita grains. 
The only method of avoiding that soorce of error is to deter* 
mine the specific gravity of the com on the same principle as 
the specific gravity of metals, minerals, and gems are determined. 

I find in this way that: — Spec. gm. 

No. 1. Wheat from Adelaide is . . 1.400 

2. do. do 1.350 

3. do. do 1.380 

4. Wheat offered as prize wheat at the 

Southampton competition (Bngliah) 1.340 
6. Barley of Adelaide . . . 1.285 

Amdbbw Urk, M.D., F.R.8. 
To F. 8. DmoH, Esq. 38th Uu«h, IMS. 

Whilst, therefore, these analyBcs are highly satia- 
fectory, aa compared with those of wheat grown in 
Van Diemen'a Land and New South Wales, it also 
proves that much remains to be done by our 
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farmers ; whether Count Strzelecki's analyseB are 
correct or otherwise, (which I do not pretend to be 
competent to give an opinion upon) one thing is 
very certain, that all the Australian colonies are 
under consido^ble obligations to him, for having 
devoted jears of labour and research to the study of 
the physical features of a portion of them, the results 
of which are now before the public in his valuable 
scientific work, and it is a subject of much regret 
that he was not able to extend his travels to South 
Australia, where in a geological and mineralogical 
point of view he would have found a vast field for 
research, and have been sure to have met with the 
same cordial and hospitable reception given him 
everywhere else. 

It is therefore high time that the farmers in South 
Australia should bestir themselves, and, by the appli- 
cation of a better system of agriculture, ensure not 
only a continuance of the natural fertility of their 
soil, but by adopting the uses of animal manures, 
and, where possible, artificial irrigation,, to call 
forth the full enei^es of those mineral manures 
contained in the soil, which for the want of them, 
are now lying dormant, and the result of whick 
would undoubtedly soon bring our wheat up to the 
nutritive standard of the most favoured countries. 
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CHAPTER IX. 

THB PASTORAL INTKBE8T. 

" . . .On thj manDbdiu, flocks 

Bleat tmmbeileu ; whOe nmng roimd their rides 

BeDov dte "i''™""'g herds is Instj drores." 

Tmouaom. ' 
To Mr. Bonney, and Mr. Eyre, belong the 
credit of haviDg opened the overland communica- 
tion from New South l^ales, to South Australia, by 
which our hills aad valleys, in a very short space 
of lime, became stocked with sheep and cattle. 
The abundance of capital existing in South Aus- 
tralia, in the early years of its settlement, added to 
the very favourable nature of the country for pas- 
toral purposes, led to large investments in stock ; 
the value of sheep, in particular, soon rose, from the 
great demand, beyond that point at which it could 
beexpected that the capital invested would return 
a feir rate of interest ; that many people should 
subsequently hare been disappointed in the expecta- 
tions they entertained, of making fortunes by sheep- 
&nning, after paying the high price they did in the 
outset, was a natural consequence, and an opinion 
obtained ground in the colonies, and in England, 
that investments in stock, were not only precarious, 
but unproductive. After some years experience in 
pastoral pursuits, I may safely affirm, that few 
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iavestments, if properly looked after, are more 
certain of making a maD independent, than that of 
a dieep-fermer -, and I can point with pleasure to 
my namerouB friends and fellow settlers in the 
colony, who have done remarkably well, and are in 
a fair way of realizing an independence. 

The settlers of South Australia, Have on the 
whole, suffered less from the depression of former 
years, than those in the neighbouring colonies. 
I take the principal cause to be, that in South 
Australia, the custom prevails to a greater estent, 
of the owner of the flocks residing at the station, 
and looking after his own affairs himself, besides 
leading a frugal and industrious life. Incurring 
fewer liabilities, he was also never driven to the 
desperate expedient of "killing the goose for the 
sake of the egg ;" I allude to the boiling down 
of sheep, which was so very general throughout 
New South Wales and Port PhiUip, and by which 
the settlers of those colonies sacrificed thousands of 
their sheep to pay their debts. 

In South Australia, no boiling-down establish- 
ment was ever established or required. 

The following table will give some idea how 
rapid is the increase in stock. 
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I have not been able to get a correct return for 
last year; but I am much below the mark, in 
taking a further increase of fi-om 25 to 30 per cent^ 
on the numbers for 1844; the number of sheep 
now in South Australia, being not less than 
600,000, which will produce a million and a half 
pounds of wool, and require nine or ten lai^ 
ships to bring to England. 

Although we were never obliged to resort to 
boiling down our sheep, to pay our debts, still it 
cannot be denied, that in the days of general 
depression, sheep were at a great discount,- and 
many good bargains were obtained by those who - 
had sufficient confidence and experience to look 
forward to a rise in the wool market ; which, though 
long of coming, did at length come, and fully 
realized their expectations, by at once raising the 
value of sheep to more than double what they 
were two years ago. Many have since repented 
for having thrown up their sheep in di^^t at 
the long continued depression of the home markets, 
and they would gladly be replaced in the same 
position now, they were eighteen months ago ; those, 
on the contrary, who have always steadily held on 
by this great sheet-anchor of our resources, have 
never had cause to repent it ; their debts are long 
since paid, and they are now indepeudent men. 

It is singular, that in none of the colonies has 
there ever been a book published, on the all important 
subject of breeding sheep, cattle, or horses ; with the 
great experience many settlers have had on the sub^ 
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ject, and the much leisure time at their command 
" in the bush," a work ofthatdescriptionmightlong 
since have beea produced, and would have conferred 
a great benefit on the community at lai^e. Books 
written in England on those subjects, are quite in- 
appHcable to the altered circumstances, under which 
the same occupations are pursued in the colomes; 
and I would throw out the suggestion to the settlers 
that a committee be formed for the collection of the 
results of their experience from all parts of the co- 
lony, which might afterwards be properly condensed 
and arranged for publication, thereby affording a 
practical hand-book for new comers, and be the 
means of suggesting many improvements on the 
methods now in use, which are of great importance 
to all concerned. 

The wool from South Australia does not obtain 
in the English market a value on the scale that its 
quality deserves : I will hazard one remark against 
the combined experience of all the wool buyers in 
England, and state, that this is more owing to pre- 
judice, than any real inferiority of the article.* The 

* I cop7 from Mesan. Ooocb and CouaioB* Ciicnlu for I84S, 
the following particulars of the total imporWion of wool into 
England from dl part* of the world, shewing the growing im- 
portance of the Anstralian Ctdoniea to the British manufacturing 
interest : 



Aoatralia 


77.479 Bales, 


Gennany . 


61,777 „ 


Spain and Portugal 


8,455 „ 


Sundries . 


117.424 „ 
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sheep in South Australia are of a very superior de- 
scription, because none but the very best sheep were 
ever imported firom New South Wales; but the 
English wool buyers will not believe this : the ipte 
dixit of the Hall of Commerce is against us, and we 
must submit to take two or three pennies a pound 
less, than our more favoured neighbours get. 

But would my readers believe it I — the same wool, 
which, had it come direct from Adelaide would have 
fetched say only is 6d per lb., by being first 
shipped to Sydney, and from thence home to 
London, sold for 3d and 4d per lb. higher 1 Now 
what is the cause of thb ? — the buyers of course 
cannot .know that it originally came from South 
Australia, and it just proves, that with all their 
experience, they were not able to recognize one in 
contra-distinction to the other. I trust that this fact 
may meet the eyes of some of the great purchasers 
of Australian wool, and that at the sales this 
summer, this illiberal distinction may not be made. 
It has also been a common thing for the wool 
buyers in England to attribute neglect and want 
of proper pains being taken by the settlers in South 
Australia in getting up their wool. Now, nothing 
can be more unjust ; I maintain that there is not a 
more hard- working and pains-taking class of young 
men, in any of the Australian colonies than is to be 
found in South Australia; and if our wool is a 
shade more dingy than that of our neighbours, it is 
owing to the water with which our sheep are washed. 
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being in some parts of the colony rather hard, so 
that it doea not dissolve the yolk so well and wash 
out the dirt, as is the case where the water is sofiter. 
Even this inferiority will now soon cease to exist, as 
lai^e tanks and reservoirs to collect the rain-water, 
and proper shearing sheds are being built, when we 
will be able to send our wool home in a much im- 
proved condition. In the older established colonies 
also, the great sheep-owners, being men of lai^ wealth, 
were enabled to go to much expense in making the 
necessary arrangements for washing and shearing, 
which^ for want of pecuniary means, we have hitherto 
been certainly deficient in. 

The comparatively limited extent of our sheep- 
runs, is another difficulty our sheep farmers have to 
contend with ; sheep will only prove profitable as long 
as we can get sufficient country to feed them upon, 
without having to purchase land, for that would be 
quite out of the question : owing to the way the 
province has been cut up, by the demand for small 
sections of 80 acres, and above, the sheep-runs have 
in many instances been seriously interfered with, as. 
every owner of a section pretended to claim the sur- 
rounding country to a certain extent as his own run ; 
disputes were constantly occurring, and the office of 
Commissioner of Crown Lands became anything 
but a sinecure. The sale of land has now again set 
in with more force than ever, owing to the discovery 
of the minerals throughout the province, and the 
sheep farmers would have looked forward with con- 
R 2 
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siderable alarm to what they are to do with their 
increasiog flocks in a few years time, had it not been 
for tlie opportune discovery of the Rivoli Bay Dis- 
trict, and the resumption of the Port Lincoln runs ; 
and there can be little doubt that the enterprise of 
the settlers, and the sinking of welK will continue 
to make available more country, which may now be 
considered by them undesirable, whenever they find 
themselves driven into inconveniently narrow 
bounds, by the increasing sales of land, or number 
of their flocks. 

A variety of regulations for the depasturing of 
stock were from time to time issued by the Com- 
missioner of Crown Lands, which he as quickly 
(bund imperfL'Ct, to meet the exigencies of the vari- 
ous cases brought before him ; last August, there- 
fore, all previous regulations were superseded, and 
new ones issued, under which the waste lands of the 
Crown are now occupied by the settler : they will 
be found, given in detail in the Appendix. These 
regulations appear, at all events, to have the great 
advantage of being distinctly drawn up, so that 
every settler will know how far he may go himself, 
or let his neighbour go ; the boundaries of runs are 
generally marked by running a plougb-furrow, 
wherever the nature of the country admits of it, this 
being an indelible mark, not easily obliterated ; in 
other parts where a plough cannot work, stakes are 
driven into the ground at certain visible distances, 
or else the trees are notched, the direction being 
taken by compass. 
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The rent paid for the land is a mere Qominal one, 
to establish the right of the Crown to the soil. 

The charge for licenses is as follows : 
■For deputnring licenseB, authorising only the depu- £. >. d. 

taring of itock ft 10 6 

For occapatioo UceuBea, aatliorizing boilding and re- 
aiding on waste Unda for the parpoae of depas- 
turing atock thereon £ 

For timber licenses, authoriaing only the cutting and 

remoTal of timber and other natural prodnce .10 
But we pay a tax on the stock besides this, of one 
penny for every sheep, sixpence for every head of 
cattle, and 2«. Qd. per head for horses — annually. 
The tenure by which the settler holds the waste 
lands Irom the Crown is by an annual lease, liable 
to be withdrawn from him at any moment ; this, of 
course, prevents him undertaking the least improve- 
ment of the land, as he dare not risk to go to an 
expense in buildings or cultivation, which any one 
may the next day turn him out of by buying the 
land. His Excellency Governor Grey has given 
this subject every attention, as it appears horn his 
address to the Council last session, that be had 
already submitted a plan to the Home Grovemment 
for approval, by which some permanent provision 
will be made to protect the setder. The details of 
this plan are, however, not known. If good land 
is to be sold only at a high price, let there at all 
events be some fixity of tenure for the occupation of 
that portion, which, but for the settler, would be 
next to worthless. 

The appearance of the sheep-runs during the rainy 
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months is very beautiful j indeed the growth of the 
grass is so rapid and bo abundant, that during July, 
August, and September, one acre would feed 4 sheep, 
whilst in summer it would take 4 acres or more to feed 
one sheep. This is the reason why the settlers require 
such large tracts of country to feed their stock upon. 
During the winter months all the stock in the pro- 
vince cannot consume or feed down the luxuriant 
growth of grass ; towards November and December 
it becomes of course very dry from the heat of the 
Sun, and is easily ignited ; the ravages of the bush- 
fires, as they are called, are then often very destruc- 
tive, not alone to the grass itself, but, from the 
rapidity with which it flies along the ground, endan- 
gering fences and iarm -buildings. 

The fences and iarms are generally protected by 
ploughing two or three furrows round them, as a 
very narrow road, or other bare line of ground, will 
stop the progress of the flames if the wind is not too 
violent. 

Whenever a fall of rain occurs immediately 
after a fire, it is surprising to see how soon the 
beautiful green young grass springs up again ; the 
fire passes over the ground too quickly to injure the 
roots of the grass, and it is only when five or six 
weeks elapse without rain, that the sheep some- 
times have to live upon very short commons. 

Of diseases amongst the sheep we have fewer 
than in New South Wales ; catarrh, that dreadful 
visitation, which, without any apparent cause, or 
known remedy, carries off" hundreds of sheep in a 
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fevr hours after they become infected, is unknown 
in South Australia, and we have every reason to be 
grateful to Providence that such is the case. Two 
of my brothers who were settled in New South 
Wales, have twice had their flocks ravaged by this 
fell destroyer, annihilating in a few short weeks, the 
fruits of years of anxious toil, and successful industry. 
In South Australia no case of catarrh has ever 
occurred ; may 1 be allowed to express a hope that 
the settlers in our colony may continually have the 
fear of that beneficent Being before them, whose 
protecting hand has hitherto guarded their flocks 
from this scourge. 

Foot-rot, wheo n^lected, is also fatal to the 
sheep, and very infectious. The cases that have 
oonirred in South Australia, have been confined to 
marshy runs, and have readily given way to the 
simple expedient, of driving the flocks on stony hills, 
or drier pasturage. 

The greatest enemy of the sheep-farmer, is the 
" scab ;" I am not far wrong in saying, that half 
the sheep in this province are infected with it. The 
disease is not fatal to the sheep, but where it is not 
checked, will very soon be fatal to the interest of the 
settler, by the loss of the wool it occasions. L^isla- 
tive enactments, and stringent regulations from the 
Grown Lands Commissioner, have repeatedly been 
tried, and all to no purpose ; still, it must not be 
supposed that the disease is incurable ; ki from it ; 
hut owing to the great number of sheep each settler 
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has, it id Dot to be woDdered at that in dressing them 
a spot or two of scab might escape detection ; this 
one spot will in a short time infect the whole flock 
again ; uud that flock, if not guarded against, would 
soon infect the whole colony. There being no fixity 
of tenure in our sheep-runs, many of the smaller 
settlers are constantly on the move ; and as these 
generally have less means at their disposal to keep 
their sheep dressed, they are the constant dread 
and terror of the la^e stations, where clean sheep 
are kept. It is to be hoped that Mr. Bonney's new 
r^ulations will cause some degree of security from 
trespass or interlopers, which was very much 
wanted. 

In England a ^rmer who has his 500 or 1,000 
sheep* is thought to be extensively occupied in wool- 

* The following are some of the l&rgeat sheep proprietors. 
South Australian Company . 35,000 head. 

F. H. Ihittoi), Ankbjr . 20,000 „ 

G. A. AnBt«7, Light . . 16,000 „ 
G. and C. Havker, Hutt . . . 10 000 „ 
J. B. Hagbe* and Brother, ditto . . 12,000 „ 

C. U. Bagot and Sodb . 12,000 „ 
A. Hardy .... 10,000 „ 
Leake and Brothers, RivoU Bay . 19,000 „ 

D. MacFarlane .... 10.000 „ 
Poor or five thoniaod aheep are of common occurrence. 
Amongst cattle proprietors there are, — 

Charles Campbell and Co. . . 2,000 head. 

Lieatenaut Field . . . SuO „ 

J. BudW. Jacob . . . 500 ,, 
snd oisny others. 
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growing ; how they would stare, were they to see 
some of the lai^e establishments in the colony 
during shearing time, when there are often from 
10 to 16,000 Bheep congregated tc^ether, within a 
circumference of five miles from the wool-shed. 
Sheep become profitable in proportion to the extent 
of the flocks; the owner of 10,000 sheep, can 
manage them cheaper than those who only have the 
tenth part of that number, because there are many 
expenses attending upon a sheep-station which are 
the same, in both cases, and of ccmrse iall heavier on 
the small proprietor. It has always been the 
&shion in publications on the colonies, to give 
tables of calculations as to the profits realized from 
the breeding of sheep or cattle ; I, however, have 
a strong objection to this, as it cannot be done 
with sufficient accuracy to serve as a guide to those 
who would wish to embark their funds in it, and 
I should be sorry to mislead any one into following 
pursuits, which a variety of contingent causes might 
after all disappoint him in. The price of the sheep, 
in the first place, is very various, according to their 
quality, and whether they are clean or "scabby;" 
the nature and extent of the run, its being well 
watered or badly watered ; the distance from town, 
and corresponding fecility of access for the transport 
of wool and stores, the great or small demand of 
wethers by the butchers, the price of wool obtained 
in England, all combine to make the task of com- 
piling correct calculations as to profits, one which I 
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have no ambition to undertime, however well it 
might set off this chapter. In general terms, 1 may 
state, that the half of the wool ought to pay all 
the expenses, and the increase, with the remaining 
half of the clip, constitute the profits of the year. 

I have already stated, and 1 repeat it, that the 
legitimate occupation of a aheep-fermer, who will 
stick to that, iand that alone, and not meddle with 
other speculations, and, in particular, if the owner 
of the sheep will take the trouble to look afiter them 
himself, and live at the station, is one which will, in 
the long run, satisfy, by its results, the most san- 
guine, and lay the sure foundation of future pros- 
perity or independence. Above all, let no one go to 
South Australia, and set to work in this, or any other 
occupation, with the intention of making a fortune in 
any given time, and then leave it again ; let him 
take my advice, and save himself the discomforts of 
a long sea voyage, by stopping at home, for disap- 
pointment will be his lot. I have known many 
instances of the kind alluded to ; people who had the 
moral certainty within their reach of becoming in- 
dependent, and procuring for themselves and chil- 
dren every rational comfort and enjoyment which 
this world can bestow, but whose restless ambition 
and craving for riches would not allow them to leave 
well alone, and led them into wild speculations, 
which were visited with ruin and the utter destruc- 
tion of their former respectable independence. 

And how unjust has been, in England, the opinion 
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formed of the Australian colonies, in consequence of 
the fearful monetary crisis which has raged in all 
the different provinces, but in a ten-fold degree in 
New South Wales. Not very long since, to say 
that you had been in Australia, caused by no means 
an accession of friendly feeling towards you. No 
epithet was bad enough as applied to a country 
where parties in England had sent their funds, to 
be invested, without ever seeing interest or principal 
back again. But this feeling is rapidly wcEiring 
away; people b^in to discriminate between the 
country itself, and those whose disreputable acts 
would have given that country a bad name ; and no 
one need be deterred, by those events, from seeking 
that independence, and a happy peaceful home ibr 
both parent and child, which, to the real and true 
colonist, all the Australian colonies will afford. 
. No artificial food is required to be grown for the 
sheep or cattle, such as turnips, mangold-wurzel, or 
hay ; stock of every description is, in the country, 
kept out of doors the whole year round, and even 
during lambing no kind of cover is provided for the 
sheep ; we certainly occasionally lose some lambs, 
if the weather is more than usually boisterous or 
cold, and it is sometimes really pitiable to see 
them shaking and shivering in the cold ; but 
if they get over their birth-day they are cafe 
enough, as they soon become hardy, and are able to 
pick the young grass in a very few days, and skip 
and frolic about, deUghtful to look at. 
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I do not here enter into any circumstantial details 
regarding the management of sheep or other stock ; 
to do it in a manner to be of use to the intending 
colonist, would far exceed the limits I have assigned 
to myself in this volume, but I have much pleasure 
in recommending to those who wish for further in- 
formation on the subject, to purchase the intjeresting 
little work of the Rev. Mr. Mackenzie, entitled 
*' The Emigrant's Guide," (Orr & Co.) in which he 
will find several chapters on the breeding and 
management of sheep, cattle, and horses, which will 
be found, with a few deviations, quite applicable to 
South Australia. 

The butter and cheese made in South Australia, 
have been extensively exported, and have acquired a 
great reputation. The breeding of cattle and horses 
is not pursued on so extensive a scale as in New 
South Wales and Port Phillip. As our mines will 
now require a large additionsil number of both bul- 
locks and horses, these branches will receive a great 
stimulus. 

The Kfe of a settler, on the whole, is one which 
has infinite charms for a young man ; he may fancy 
himself lord of the soil, to the utmost stretch of his 
imagination ; be may get on bis horse and gallop 
over " hill and brae," baring his brow to the breeze, 
and throwing all cares to the winds. The routine 
of a sheep-station is an unvaried life of simple enjoy- 
ment ; it does not fully occupy the time of a settler, 
but gives him plenty of leisure to cultivate his own 
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mind by reading, or other studies, in the iatervals 
that he is cultivating- the soil, fresh from the hand 
of nature, for his bodily wants. Does he feel tired 
of sedentary occupations, there is his staunch nag 
grazing in the paddock, ready to afford him the 
means of taking a " burst " after an " emu," " kan- 
garoo," or " dingo," accompanied by his faithful 
hounds ; or he may prolong his gallop and visit a 
neighbour, n here he is sure to meet with a hearty 
welcome and sterling hospitality. Does, perchance, . 
care, or " blue devils " intrude upon him, 

" Or Bhonld, some wayward hour, the settler's mind 
Brood sad on sceoen for ever left behind," 

(Campbell.) 
there is his never-failing remedy close at hand ; 
seated before his large fire place in the dim twilight 
of evening, with outstretched legs, the little " black 
pipe" is made to do " good service and true ;" his 
eye watches the curling pyramids of smoke, as they 
gracefully ascend to his thatched roof; with every 
whiff he feels himself better, his thoughts are revel- 
ling in the fairy realms of the im^nation ; when 
all his romantic ideas are suddenly dissipated by 
the boisterous chorus of his dogs, announcing the 
arrival of a neighbour, or traveller, and the neces- 
sity of providing for his wants in the shape of 
" vulgar damper and tea." 
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CHAPTER X. 

THE MINING INTEREST. 

INTKODCCTORY REMARKS— THE GKOLOGICAL FOEUATIOM OT 
THE COLONY — CLASS tFt CATION OF THB BOCK BYSTEH— ■ 
MINERALS — IRON ORES. 

" Immeiue mineral wealth has been opened in Sooth AuBtraUR." 
Lord SlanUy't Speech. March 3rd, 1846. 

South Australia was already rapidly advanciag 
towards a prosperoiis state ; it had recovered from the 
shock it sustained during the years of depression, 
which had retarded, though not crushed, its rising 
importance ; the settlers, generally, were &st getting 
out of debt, though none of them were rich, when a 
new impetus was given to their industry, by the 
discovery, in 1843, of rich mineral deposits in dif- 
ferent parts of the Province, made doubly important 
by the fact, that, in South Australia, no reserves are 
made by the Qovemment with regard to minerals ; 
by which means the owner of the soil was at liberty 
to extract those metallic ores from the ground, un- 
fettered by Qovemment interference. 

At the time when these discoveries were made, 
(most of them from fortuitous circumstances,) the 
colony might be said to have reached the very 
lowest point of its depression. It makes one smile, 
seeing the thousands of pounds sterling which are 
now being applied by the colonists to mining pur- 
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poses, vhat a " change has come o'er the spirit of 
the times." In the year 1843, the large quantity of 
598 acres of land were sold by the GoTernment, 
producing the very respectable snm of £613. \Za. 9d. 
People were sick at the very idea of buying an acre 
of ground, and whereas now, every section of land 
which is put up for sale by QoTemment, is minutely 
scrutinized, I might almost say with microscopic 
care, to discover any hidden treasures it might con- 
tain, part of those 598 acres above-mentioned, namely 
the original section of the present valuable Kapuuda 
Mine, was advertised in the Government Gazette for 
a whole month, according to the regulations, 
without any one troubling himself to go and look at 
it ; by which means the present proprietors, who 
were alone aware of the existence of copper on it, 
purchased it for the upset price, without opposition, 
although any one of the many land-orders then in 
the colony unexercised, might have claimed it. 

Many people might wonder, that these metallic 
v^us, cropping out as they do in many places on 
the surface, were not discovered long before; 
300,000 acres were surveyed and appropriated by 
the different purchasers of land, and 300,000 acres 
more were surveyed and are still open to selection, 
and not a vestige of copper or lead was observed on 
them at the time ; hut one leading cause of this was, 
that parties who wanted land, always selected it, 
where practicable, for the rich quality of the soil ; by 
this means they carefully avoided anything approach- 
ing to rocky or scrubby land, which latter are very 
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generally the distinguishing features of country in 
which to look for minerals. The existence of the 
valuable metals was unsuspected by any one, 
excepting the geologist, Mr. Menge, who always 
foretold that the hills were metalliferous; those 
steep hills, therefore, where some rich mines have 
since been opened, were not ascended or inspected 
by the settlers, for the simple reason, that no man 
would, without a special object, go over a hill when 
he could go round it. Further, in travelling 
through thecolony, people prefer going along beaten 
tracks; every one travelling on horseback, many 
persons may probably have passed over or near the 
mineral out-croppings, and not have cast their eyes 
on the ground, or if they did, probably not one in a 
hundred would have been struck with the unusual 
appearance in the colour of the rock. The shepherds, 
however, who follow the flocks from morning to 
night, over hill and dale, were the most likely per- 
sons to have discovered them ; but these, it is obvious, 
being uneducated ignorant people, would not know 
that one stone was more precious than another. 
Thus, up to a very recent period, all the valuable 
discoveries were the result of mere accident, as will 
be noticed in speaking of the several mines. 

After one or two of the mines had been worked 
for a short time, and when people saw that such 
undertakings were likely to turn out something 
more than mere subjects to rail and laugh at, (as 
was the case with the first mines,) it was astonishing 
to see how suddenly, we all appeared to become 
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learned ia mining matters and mineralogy. No- 
thing was, or is sow talked of, but copper or lead ; 
hot days or cold days, early or late, people were to 
be met with amongst the hills, searching for 
mines far and near, almost bent double under the 
weight of massive hammers, and bags of stones, 
and most unmercifully were the poor rocks knocked 
about. As might be expected, most of them had 
their journeys for nothing, and were at great trouble 
in carrying weighty stones for many miles, only to 
find out that they were but stones after all, or else 
iron ores, which I may say, en passant, almost 
every acre of land contains more or less throughout 
the colony, but are of little value in the absence of 
coal. 

The importance of legitimate mining under- 
takings to the colony generally, was, however, soon 
impressed upon even the most timid and unbeliev- 
ii^ ; and already, at this early period, by the activity 
with which they were prosecuted, in little more than 
two years' time, has the produce of the South Aus- 
tralian mines obtained a respectable and important 
footing in the English market. It needs no pro- 
phetic spirit to foretell, that in a very few years our 
mining interest will be a formidable rival to all 
other competitors, whether European or foreign. 
There is no such promising or Intimate field for 
the employment of British capital, as South Aus- 
tralia now holds forth ; every circumstance which 
can conduce to the successful development of 
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mining specnlatioDS is essentially in &Toar of our 
colony ; and none of the causes which made most of 
theSouth American and otherforeign mining concerns, 
since 1825, unprofitable to a proverb, can be anti- 
cipated, to cloud the sun of prosperity vfaich has just 
risen over our favoured province. South Australia, in 
this, as in every other branch of industry, will bear 
the closest scrutiny, and strictest examination. It 
needs but to make the truth, the whole truth, and 
nothing but the truth, known, to convince the 
British public, that the time is come, when their 
capital ougbt to be diverted from being employed 
in foreign countries, amongst people with whom 
they have no genial and kindred tie of language or 
religion, where they have little law and less security, 
to a province which forms a portion of the British 
Empire, is inhabited by their countrymen, under 
the rule of British protection and British laws, and 
which moreover affords them prospects such as few 
of the vaunted foreign mines can compete with. 

Acting therefore on the principle of avoiding 
every word which might be deemed approaching 
to exaggeration, I will confine myself strictly 
to the analyses of this important subject in all its 
bearings. 

THE QBOLOfllCAIi FOBMATION OF THE HILLS. 

The settled portion of the province of South 
Australia, is traversed from south to north by a 
range of hills, of an elevation not exceeding 3,100 
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feet above the level of the sea ; the extent to which 
these ranges have been examined, b^inning at 
Cape Jervis in the Bouth, is about 200 miles ; in 
the whole length of which metalliferous veins have 
been discovered cropping out on the surface, at in- 
tervals of 20 or 30 miles ; the main range, vrith the 
numerous spurs striking off from it, may therefore be 
considered decidedly metalliferous the rock foima- 
tion being the same throughout, and of those 
varieties roost congenial to the deposit of raetallid 
veins, viz. clay slate, from the indurated to the de- 
composed series, mica slates, granite and gneiss ; the 
two latter are, however, less abundant than the 
former. 

Granite shews itself in diflferent places, principally 
in the beds of rivers, or at the bottom of deep 
gullies ; sometimes also forming some of the high 
peaks, as in the Barosea Ranges. Other heights 
are capped with the old red sandstone, and a recent 
oolitic limestone covers the clay slate of many of 
the lower hills. 

Mr. Menge, (an eminent German mineralogist, 
who has been for several years exploring the 
country, and long foretold the mineral wealth of 
the colony, without being believed) says of the rock 
formations, in alluding to his early explorations — 

" I mamed the ttnttfled primitire rocks on the eut side of 

both gulft, St. Tinceat and Spencer, beginning from Cape Jervii, 

where the mica slate appeared again, accompanied b; a formation 

of gneiss on one side, and another of clay slate on the other side. 

S 2 
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The fonnation of g^ieiw I fonnd frequently interlined with ez- 
tcnuve banka or stnta of gnnite, -which often run out into pure 
qnartz, which change increased my favourable opinion of the 
rock, particnlarly when I fotmd the rock of gneisa loaing the 
conatitueDt or enential portion of qnarti in its mixture. Borne 
tourmaline occnia now and then in the banks of gramte; bnt 
where the granite turns into quartz, the titanium appears asso- 
ciated with iron, forming the ore called titaniron. The gneiss, 
besides its predominant parts of mica and felspar, assumes 
grsduslly staurotide to a considerable extent, which, bowcTer, 
alternates with garnet in several places. In turning to the rode 
of mica slate, I found numerous strata of iron, mostly oxide of 
iron, partly in the form of brown or red iron ore, and partly in that 
of specular or oligistons iron, sometimes divei^ng, sometimes con- 
^I'ginSi ii> their respective atrstificadona. The brittle part of 
the formation of mica elate has produced, in many instances, 
barren tracts of country, as the rock consisting of mica and 
quartz only, produces nothing hut sand, when dissolved and 
levelled by the change of the atmosphere ; bnt these occurrences 
prove very favourable for exploring geologists, in guiding them to 
the internal resources of the country. Between the mica slate 
and the fonnation of clay slate, I found the primitive limestone 
very frequently setting in, not only in its pure state, but also 
ivith a numerous train of substances adhering to this interesting 
formation. In the same manner as the strsta of granite in gncdss 
are changed into a granulated quartz, the strata of primitiTO 
limestone turn into a compact hornstone, in which the metals of 
the mica slate on one side, and those of the clay slate on the 
other, are frequently deposited, instead of a regular continna- 
tioD of the ahove-mentioned substratum of the amphibolic or 
hornblende slate, a variety of amphibolic rocks accompany the 
limestone as well as the homatone, snd these two substances 
produce in their variations, and in their peculiar mixtures, an 
endless variety of very intereating ornamental atones. • 

The clay slate occurs in all its modifications in colour and mix- 
ture, being a compound of qnsrti, clay, and lined with calcareous 
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and magneaian aubatancei, vhich frequeDtly enter into iti com- 
poaition; the rock retain* a predominant grejr colonr, and changes 
onljr in some porta into blue alate, and in othera into vhit«. 
Thia clay ie stratified with thick whUb of qvarti, vhich, bjr its 
resisting hardneas against the disiolviog power of the atmoaphere, 
jnta Ottt of the slate like hills, and often disappoints the ezpecta- 
tioD of the wanderer." 

In order to be more easily referred to, I have 
arrai^ed the list of rock formations and minerals 
found in the colony according to the usual classi- 
fications, taking " Phillips" and " Page's " works 
as guides. Many of those here enumerated, were 
forwarded by Governor Qrey to the British Museum, 
having been principally collected by Deputy 
Surveyor-General Burr, from whose published notes I 
have derivedmuch valuable information in compiling 
these chapters. 

THE SOCK SYSTEM. 

1. PsiHARY. 

Oranite. Of the Tarietiea — 

Coarse porpfayritic, fine red, and gnj granite ; also binary, 
with green tounnaline*. 
OnetM. 

Mica and chlorite tekitt, Hor^ltnde tekitt. 
Quarlt nxi, with ahotl, primitiTe limeatona, and matfoles, or 

crystalline limestone. 
Claj/ ihte$. 

2. Transition or Intirhediatc. 
Flimtg liatet. 

Slaty tandttonei, grtattoacke. 
Red and green porpki/ritie rockt. 
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3. SECOKDAKr. 

8a»dMUyju, red tad micaceons, Moft tlate, iron ttone and clay. 

Magnenan linuttone. 

Conglomerate btdt, 

Qyptum i Jiiu rohite grained Mndstone, like diolk. 

4. TsRTtARY Strata. 
Tertiarjr limeatone and clay*. 

1. Earthy Minerals. 

Silex, alumina, glueina, ^e. 

Quartz of the crystallised, compftRt, seoUte, woodstone, flint 

and liornfltone apeciea. 
Opalt — (viz. precious, wai, tntaeye, ribbon, and jasper opal;) 

also hydrophane, id at, devoid of trauBporeDcy uales* im- 
mersed in water (Mengc). 
Beryl, emerald, topaz, ^c. (Meuge.) 
CAaffvciony, various kinds; also cachaloug and agates, cornelian, 

onyx, woodstone. See. 
Jatper. Oarnet and einaamon stone. Idoerate. Epidote. 
Hornblende in ita several species, sahlite, graminatite, asbestos, 

actynolite, sappare, &c. 
Slate, (for roofiDg purposes in abundance). 
A great many kinds of clay alumina, pipe and other clays of a 

variety of colonrs; also a fine variety of porcelun earth; 

Ci/anite. 

2. Alkaunk Earthy Minerals. , 

Mica, in all its varieties. 
Schorl, rubbalite, beri/l, tourmaline, (black and apple green,) 

nephrite, clilorite. 
Tale, steatite, and meerBcbaum magnesite, ■oapstose, fuller's 

earth, agalmatolythe, &c. 
Ftldspar. 
Lava, red and black, from Mount Schanck, and cellular wacke. 

3. Acidifbrous Earthy Minerals. 
Wavellite. 

Dolomite (species dolomite magnesian limestone.) 
Sitter Spar, particularly in silicious veins, containing gold 
(Menge). 
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LimeMbnu, every Turietj, lodading ctmn, white wtd gnj 

marble. 
Tvffix (ailidoDi snd calcareooa.) 
Qypmm. Barytet. 

4. AciDIFEBOyS Al-KALINI SarTHT MtHBRALfl. 

Ahm. Sulphate ofaoda, at QlmiMnta and Nitrate of toda. 

b. MsTALLirBlOO) MlNIBALS. 

Iron. 

Matiganete. 

Tin, (naBll qoantityfuiind.) 

IVfaimon. 

Antvaumy. (NatiTe, rauU qnutity.) 

Coppn: 

Ltad. 

Native Quielmlritr, (locality aa yet unknown). 

Zinc, (reported) 

Oold, (exact locality nncertun,) apedmen in the Hoteam at 
Derby, brought home by Colonel Oawler. 
6. Combo an BLS Minirals. 

Ptwn&oj^o. BitKman. 

Coal, (reported, but locality nnknown.) 

Before entering upon the debuls of the more 
valuable metals, I may briefly aUude to the iron 
ores, which, probably, will at no distant period be 
likewise made available for our uses, when the 
arrangementB for smelting have been completed. 

The existence of iron ores in the greatest abun- 
dance and purity, has long been known ; owing to 
the want of coal (the existence of which, like that of 
gold and quicksilver, is rumoured, but not yet veri- 
fied,) and the depression under which the colony so 
long laboured, this useful metal has never been re- 
garded with that attention which it deserves, and 
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now, for the time being, its value is throvn into 
the shade by the abundance of copper and lead 
recently discovered, the working of which offers a 
certain profit. It may therefore not be out of place 
to insert here, the different quahties which are known 
to exist, and which, doubtless, will at some future 
period be made available. They are as follows : — 

SULPBUBBTS. 

Pyritea in cobe^ in Umotone, uid alM in qnartx. 

do. hepatic, in pentagonal dodecahedrona on qnarU. 

do. in day aUte. ' 1 25 feet below the aoriace. 

do. in qoartx, tniTening day alate. 

do. in |;neiaa. 

do. in honutone, 

do. in bitter spar. 

do. irith coppn ore, and hornblende in fddapar. 

do vith hornblende and qaartc. 

Oxides, 
Magnetic ore, poaaeaaing polarity, 
do. crystalliied, in limealone. 
do. with gnnunatite. 
Specnlar iron ore. 
Hicaceona iron ore. 
Black and red Hoematite. 
'ntaneoua iron ore. 
Bed, brown, and yellow ozidea combined with qnartx, 

aabeatoe, gnmmatite and aictynolite. 
Bed oxide with ceUolar opaL 
Kne apccimena of iroDgbncc. 
Native iron in many pUcea, in lai^ tmorphona maaaea. 

Mr. Fortnum remarks on this subject : — - 

" It is worthy of remark, that the different irop 
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ores discoTered in South Australia, are, with very 
few exceptions, entirely free from areenic. In many 
places lat^ veins of iron ore of 15, 20, and even 40 
feet in width exist, consisting of settled lodes of 
heavy compact oxide of iron, entirely free from 
either arsenic or sulphur, and cropping out on the 
surfoce, ready, in fact, to be broken up for the pur- 
pose of reduction ; many of these are more or less 
magnetic Some samples have been reduced and 
found to yield excellent iron, with but one 
smeltii^." 

It must also be borne in mind, that the iron pro- 
duced from wood-smelting is the best of all, and 
that, although we have not as yet any coals, the 
supply of wood is almost inexhaustible. The iron 
ores will therefore, doubtless, at a future period, 
command consid^Hble attention. 
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THE COPPBR AND LEAD MINES. 
The Kapunda Copper Mine. 

Thib mine is situated close to the river Light, 4d 
miles due north of Adelaide. 

It was discovered in the latter part of 1842, by 
the youngest sou of Captain Bagot, whilst gathering 
some wild flowers in the plain, and shortly after- 
wards by myself, not &T from the same spot, but on 
a rise or hillock, to the top of which I had ridden in 
order to obtain a view of the surrounding country ; 
one of our flocks of sheep having been dispersed 
during a thunder-storm, and I being at the time in 
search of them. After being out nearly the whole 
day in drenching rain, and benumbed with cold, I 
ascended this little hill, prior to returning home, for 
one last survey of the surrounding country ; the 
very spot I pulled the horse up at, was beside a large 
protruding mass of clay slate, strongly tinged and 
impregnated with the green carbonate of copper. My 
first impression was that the rock was covered with a 
beautiful green moss, but, on getting off the horse, I 
quickly found, by breaking off a piece from it, that 
the tinge was as bright in the fracture as on the 
surface. My acquaintance with mineralogy was 
not sufficient ta enable me to pronounce on the 
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predse character of the rock, but I had little doubt 
it waa tinged with copper, from the close resem- 
biance of the colour to verdigris. Ever since my 
school days I had retained'the habit of examining 
rocks or stones, whenever my attention was arrested 
by any curious appearance in them ; a habit which 
I acquired at Hofwyl, Mr. de Fellenberg's cele- 
brated institute, where I passed three happy years of 
my youth; it being the custom for the pupils to 
make. annual pedestrian tours through the mountain 
districts of Switzerland, in which, beautiful minerals 
abound; and I am happy to have the opportunity of 
recording the grateful recollection I retain of that 
admirably educational establishment. 

To Captain Bagot, with .whom I had long been on 
intimate terms, 1 confided my discovery, when he 
also produced a similar specimen which was found 
by his son, and on a subsequent visit to the place, 
we found that the two spots were within close prox- 
imity of each other, although, at first, firom the one 
being on a hill and the other in the plain, we 
thought they were two different places. To make 
a long story short, we soon ascertained that the 
specimens were undoubtedly copper ores ; the dis- 
covery was kept of course secret ; we got 80 acres 
surveyed, all the ■ forma as laid down by the old 
land-sales regulations were complied with ; the 
section was advertised for a whole month in the 
Government Gazette, and we became the purchasers 
of it at the fixed Government price for waste lands 
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of £1 per acre. ' At that time there were Btill a 
number of "eighty -acre land orders" unexercised in 
the colony, any one of which might have claimed 
this section ; nor could we attempt to buy one of 
them without running the risk of exciting attention, 
and we therefore preferred quietly waiting for the 
expiration of the usual time required, and then ten- 
dering the money, trusting to the general depres- 
sion of the times, that no one would feel inclined 
just then to become possessed of any more land, in 
which we were not mistaken. 

Having secured the land, the next step was to 
ascertain the value of the ores, and whether they 
would remunerate us in working them. To ascer- 
tain this we sent a box of specimens to England, 
and did not begin working the mine till the en- 
couraging report of Mr. Perceval Johnston reached 
UB, which gave an aver^;e of 23 per cent, for the 
surface out-croppings. We then lost no time to 
begin working with a small body of men. The day 
fixed for commencing the mine was made a holiday ; 
the weather being hot, Captain Bagot fitted up one of 
the drays with a canvas hood, for the accommoda- 
tion of the ladies, and in this primitive fashion of 
travelling, the gentlemen being on horseback, a 
large party proceeded to the mine (distant from 
Captain Bagot's residence of Koonunga about five 
miles) where Mr. Menge opened the proceedings by 
'an interesting address on mining in general, and the 
Kapunda mine in particular, after which " the first 
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ground was broken ;" the ceremony ending in by 
&r the most interesting portion of our labours, of 
diBcuBsiug the cold collation, Mrs. B^ot and the 
other ladies had meanwhile been unpacking from 
sundry hampers and boxes. 

Amongst the general population of the colony 
there were some few Cornish miners, who were 
quietly following pastoral and agricultural pursuits; 
when we gave notice of intending to commence 
working the mine, the pickaxe was quickly re- 
sumed by them, and we gave them a liberal 
" tribute " for the first year, (3s. Gd. per £1) to set 
thething going. These men were highly successful, 
and raised a considerable quantity of rich ore. 

The place itself was a perfect wilderness; the 
men had to live for some months in tents, until 
we could get houses built for them ; the nearest 
drinkwater was in the " Light," half a mile ofi", and 
that very brackish ; nor was it till we had sank 
wells in several parts of the property that we suc- 
ceeded in finding good iresh spring water, all the 
other wells that we sank being tainted by the cop- 
per. The locality has now a very different appear- 
ance ; several rows of substantial stone cottages, on a 
uniform plan, are already erected, a hill of clay slate 
on the property affording excellent building stone, 
which being tinged more or less with copper, give 
the walls of the cottages a pretty mottled appear- 
ance. The miners having their femilies now living 
with them, are happy and contented, and are not 
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continually interrupting the progress of the works 
by wanting to go to town as they formerly did A 
blacksmith's fbi^e is also erected on the property, 
where the miner's tools are made and repaired, the 
iron and steel being sent out for that purpose from 
England. A chapel, which will also serve as a 
school-house, is by this time completed. 

The whole of the intervening country between 
Kapunda and Port Adelaide, is very easy and prac- 
ticable for the transport of the ores ; at the com- 
mencement of our operations it soon became appa- 
rent, that unless the drays, on passing to and fro, all 
kept the same road, they would only cut up the 
ground without consolidating the track. To obviate 
this. Captain Bagot, with fais usual energy, hit upon 
an ingenious and novel plan. He started with a 
bullock -dray, to which a plough was attached, and 
planting small flag-staffs as guides in advance, 
he had a single furrow thrown up, a few inches 
deep, the whole way from the mine to Gawler 
Town, a distance of eighteen miles. About two 
miles from where the mine road joins the Gawler 
Town road the plough broke, the day being then 
already far advanced ; but, nothing daunted, he 
caused the men to lop off a limb of a tree having a 
fork at one end, substituting this for the plough, 
the line or furrow was completed by sundown. 

A plough furrow is not easily e0aced, so the 
drays had a good guiding line to follow, and by 
always keeping on the same track, the road in a 
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Tery sbort time became completely formed, and is 
now one of the best beaten roads i;i the colony. 
From Qawler Town to Port Adelaide, the whole 
distance is over a plain as leTel as a bowling-green, 
and well beaten. 

The ore is all carted to the shipping port on 
these drays, holding two tons each, and drawn in 
summer by six bullocks, during the wet weather by 
eight. They reach Gawler Town the first night, 
eighteen miles ; next day to the Dry Creek eighteen 
miles more, and the following morning tbey are 
early at the Port ; the convoys consist of eight or 
ten teams, and are enabled to make the journey 
with ease, once every ten days, besides carrying up 
to the mine, on their return, all supplies, kc. that 
may be wanted there. The cartage is all done 
by contract; for last year, (1845,) the contracts 
were taken at 22s. 6d. per ton, which is probably 
as cheap as it could be carted for the same distance 
in England. 

The original property consisted of eighty acres : 
we thought at the time, we had taken in our survey 
all the copper ground that was apparent to the eye 
from suriace indications. We were, however, mis- 
taken. To the south of our boundary, and close to 
it, other out-croppings, though less extensive than on 
our land, were soon discovered, not alone by our 
men but by other people; the consequence was, 
that applicants soon came forward to have the land 
to th6 south of our mine surveyed, which was done 
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by the GoTennaent to the extent of 100 acres more; 
this section was put up to auction last April, and 
bought afiter a sharp contest by Captain Bagot, on 
our jointaccount, for the large sum of £2,210: the 
competition shewing how theattention ofthe coloniste 
had already then been drawn to the importance of 
mining operations. The little ground that has as yet 
been broken in this 100 acre block., laid open lodes 
of the richest copper, close to the surface, and of 
considerable extent ; so much so, that a very few 
weeks sufficed to extract sufficient ore to pay for the 
cost ofthe whole. 

The copper g^und runs through nearly the 
whole length and breadth of these 180 acres, from 
a direction bearing a point or two of north and 
south ; wherever a shaft has been sunk, up to the 
present time, numbers of small strings of ore were 
cut in following down the main veins, which descend 
with a south underlay, in regular defined lodes, on 
an inclination, a few degrees removed from the per- 
pendicular ; indeed, the appearance of the sides of 
the shafts, is in many places very beautiful, the 
matrix being indurated, and decomposed ciay-slate, 
veined throughout with green, blue, and brown 
colours, making it resemble, in appearance, some of 
the variegated Italian marbles. 

The description of ore found in the Kapunda 
mines is principally Composed of the carbonates and 
Bulphurets. A large number of specimens of every 
variety, were, as soon as we began working, trans- 
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mitted to England for analysis, we keeping half of 
the specimens at the mines ibr subsequent refer- 
ence. The average produce, gave a result of 
29| per cent, of copper, for 39 specimens, good, 
bad, and indifferent, taken from every part of the 
property, — the following being the different de- 
scriptions found : — 

Grey Bulphnret with green carbonate ; produce, 53} per cent. 
Black snlpburet with ditto ; 23^, 24, 33}, 44^, SO}, 59} per cent. 
Pole green carbonate ; 26}, 33, 34 J, 4Dj, 41}, 48} per cent. 
Bine carbonate, (bydrocarbonate ;) 21} per cent. 
(farey carbonate witb red oxide ; 2S} per ceut. 
Baric green carbonate ; 28] per cent. 

These assays were conducted by Mr. Penrose, 
the Qovemment assayer at Swansea, and their 
correctness was fully substantiated by the sales at 
Swansea of part of our first year's (1844) produce, 
which were as follows, leaving out fractional parts : 

Salib of Kapvnoa Coppke Orzs at Swansea, 1845. 
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The number of minere employed during the first 
year's operatioDB at Kapunda, oamely in 1844, vas 
as follows: — 

Jumary - - 3 

February - - 4 

March - . 5 



Augtut 
September - 
October 
November - 
December - 



April . . 8 

M«y - - 12 

Jnne • - 13 

July - - 11 

116 divided by 12 gives an average of 9| men 
employed for each month. Only 252 tons, as 
above, was shipped ; the total quantity raised in 
1844 was coDfflderably more, not counting large 
heaps of what we thought at the time was refuse 
and poor ore, but which I have ascertained from 
samples brought with me to England, to be worth 
£19. 5a. per ton. 

The work was all done by tribute and tutwork, as 
in the Cornish mines. 

The principal workings at Kapunda are called 
respectively Wheal Dutton, and Wheal Charles, 
after their discoverers. In Wheal Charles, being 
low ground, water was cut at 10 fathoms; and 
Captain Bagot, (to whose activity, difficulties act 
only as additional incentives,) shortly after my 
departure himself directed the construction of a 
horse whim, with which the workings are now being 
vigorously prosecuted. In sinking a larger shaft 
in Wheal Charles, to unwater the others, the clay, 
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at first white, became darker and darker, till at about 
eight iathoms depth, it was of an inky colour. Out of 
mere curiosity I took a handful from one of the 
buckets as it came up, the last day I was at the 
mine, in February 1845, which I brought with me, 
and to my utter astonishment, on having it assayed, 
found it impregnated with the black oxide of copper 
to the extent of 4S per cent. 

Wheal Button is a hill of indurated clay slate ; 
it is from this hill we obtain the excellent stone for 
building purposes ; being situated higher than 
Wheal Charles, no water has as yet been met with 
here. From this part of the property, that very 
rare mineral, muriate of copper, or acatamite, has 
been extracted; it is found combined with green 
carbonate, in solid veins, and exceedingly beautiful 
specimens, in a foliated state of crystalization, 
have been met with. Dr. Ure's chemical analysis 
of this mineral (March 1846) produced the follow- 
ing result : — 

Specific griTity 3.05. 
" 100 ptrU connst of — 

1 . Sabmoriate of C<^per - - 39.5 
(Containing 27 of copper, considered in the atate of an oxide.) 

2. Caibonats of copper (30 of oxide) - - fiO.S 

100.0 

" Then is a trace of oxide of iron in it. Thus lOOpartaof th^ 
metal contain 57 of oxide of copper, eqiuTalent to 45.6 of metallic 
copper— worth jESS per ton." 

T 2 
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I believe this ore has never before come to Eng- 
land in a marketable state ; it has hitherto been prin- 
cipally confined to what is known to mineralogists 
as the " green sand of "Peru," and is found in very 
small quantities in the River Lipas, in the Desert of 
Acatama, which separates Chili from Peru, (whence 
acatamite.)* 

The chemical analyses of the grey sulphuret of 
copper from Kapunda, under Dr. Ure's treatment, 
gave the following interesting result : — 

" Specific gravity 4.36. 

100 parts lose 15 by calcination ; the remainder 
being acted upon by nitric acid, and the solution 
after filtration precipitated by soda, washed and 
ignited, yields 68 parts of oxide of copper, equi- 
valent to 54.4 of metallic copper (worth £40 per 
ton,) residuum 8.5, of insoluble silicious matter. 
It contains a trace of silver in the state of a 
chloride, and is to be extracted by digesting the 
roasted ore in water of ammonia, and then saturating 
the filtered solution with muriatic acid." 

This is of much importance to know, as some of the 
grey sulphurets of the mines at Freyberg contain, 

* A very fine ipecimen, weighing 201bB. of this minenl was 
preKnted by me to the British Mtueain, and hu been honoured 
bjr being placed in a conspicaoaa place, where the cDriona can 
Tiew it ; the label dengnatei it aa Carbonate and Chloride of 
Copper, the latter name being ay Donymona to mnriate ; I believe 
it ia the only specimen of the kind in the Mnsenm. 
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BCGording to Prof. Rose, 31.S9 of silver, those of 
Fiiratenberg 17.71 parts. 

The Kapimda copper ores, as well as the ridi 
pyrites from the Montacute mine, are in high repute 
at Swansea, owing to their great fusibility, the 
small quantity of sulphur contained in them, and 
the fineness of the metal they produce. At the sale 
at Swansea, in October, the Kapunda ores fetched 
the very unusual escess of 204 per ton above the 
value, calculated by assay according to the 
standard of the day. I may also remark, that 
neither the Cuba or South American mines send any 
Ore, in its rough state (not regulus) to Swansea, 
which comes up to the average of the Kapunda 
ores. 

Since February 1846, the number of miners and 
others employed at Kapunda, have considerably in- 
creased to what they were in 1844 ; the prosecution 
of the works has been highly successful ; the accounts 
reach up to the close of last year, when 1200 tons 
of ore, equal to any that has as yet been sent 
to England, had already been raised. An ex- 
perienced mining captain is on the point of pro- 
ceeding to South Australia, to take chaise and 
conduct the works at the Kapunda mine on syste- 
matic principles. 

It is sufficient, in the above brief and authentic 
particulars of this mine, to give a general idea as 
to its productiveness. For obvious reasons, being 
myself interested in it, I do not dilate on this mine 
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further; the object of this volume is, to give an 
account of what has been done in the colony ; the 
Swansea Sales lists will be the feithful chronicleTB 
of what may be done hereafter. 

Some handsome specimens of the bine malachite, 
or hydrocarbonate of copper, have been worked up 
and polished by jewellers, for brooches, &c, and 
look Tery well. 

No. 2. 7^ Montacute Copper Mine. 

This mine is situated in the Mount Lofty range 
of hills, abutting on the Adebide Plains; it is 
distant from Adelaide ten miles ; from the port six- 
teen miles. 

It was discovered by Mr. Andrew Henderson, 
the overseer of Mr. Fortnum ; being in search of 
a bnllock who had strayed away during the night, 
he determined to climb that spur in the range, now 
known as the mine ; during his ascent he remarked 
the green colour of a perpendicular face of rock, and 
on reaching the summit of this, observed a singular 
mass of brown and green mineral, a piece of which 
he broke, and brought home a fragment. Mr. 
Fortnum, himself a chemist and mineralogist, 
at a glance recognized it as copper ore of a rich 
quality. The old saying, that " discretion is the 
better part of valour," ought to have been recol- 
lected by the discoverers ; the secret was entrusted to 
some, who again entrusted it to others, until it 
reached the Survey Office, when, of course, the origi- 
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nal discoTerer, and Mr. Fortnum, both lost their 
chance of securing possesion of it, without the com- 
petition of a public sale. The Government had 
eighty acres eurreyed, which was brought to auction 
on the 16th February, 1844, (the new r^ulations 
having, at that period, come into operation). 

The out-cToppingB of copper on this section were 
very extensive, and considerable excitement pre- 
vailed on the day of sale, as to who would become 
the purchaser; at that time little certain was 
known about the value of the Kapunda ores, and 
still less about the value of the ore on this section ; 
whilst many people were tb^^ore inclined to bid, 
few were confident enough to give any very high 
price for it : my brother, Mr. Frederick Dutton, 
was the chief mover amongst those who had suffi- 
cient confidence in ultimate results, and after some 
persuasion, Messrs. Baker, H^;en, and Hart, acceded 
in his views. On the day of sale, Mr. Baker 
was deputed to bid as high as £4000. for the section; 
when die bidding reached £1550. their opponents 
lost courage, aud Mr. Baker became the purchaser 
at that price. A few hours after the sale they re- 
sold thirty hundred parts for the cost of the whole, 
(at a value of £5000. for the whole,) in £50. shares. 
the property being merged into the present Monta- 
cute Mining Company. 

The ore found in this mine is a rich " Pyrites," 
with the variety called " peacock ore," and at their 
deepest level, about ten fetfaoms, having the appear- 
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«noe of mergiDg ioto the carbonates and salphurete; 
the matrix or rock is composed of clay slate, of a 
hard texture. A stream of beautiful fresh water 
nibs, the whole year round, through this property, 
affording great fadlities for washing the ore, and 
other purposes; the workings are by lerels and sfaaAs; 
being situated high up the face of the hill, with a 
steep &11, they are neither obstructed in their works 
by the presence of water, or the accumulation of 
rubbish. 

The mine is separated from the Adelcude Plain by 
a steep wall of hills, which the drays transporting 
the ores have to cross ; once over this, the road is 
perfectly level all the way to the port. That the 
difBculties of this pass were not insurmountable, 
may be gleaned from the &ct, that the contractor 
for the transport undertook to make a road across 
the hiU, and deliver 500 tons of ore at the port 
for £500., or £1. per ton; after the expiration of 
that contract, the cost of transport would be lera 
than half. 

The mine has been actively worked since Fe- 
bruary 1844 ; during that year about 600 tons were 
raised, 331 tons of which reached England during 
1646, and realised in the aggregate the sum of 
£4548. \0s. The ores are not so rich as those from 
Kapunda ; specimens have been analysed as high as 
33 per cent, andabove; but the average cannot as yet 
be taken higher than 18 or 18^ per cent ; or about 
the average of a lai^ portion of the Santiago ores. 
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.The produce for 1845 is, &s iar as the accounts 
Teach, eetiniated at from 6 to 800 tons ; quality of 
ore and size of lodes improving. 

Mr. Burr, Mr. Mange, and other practical autho- 
rities, consideT the mine as one of great promise. 
The interests of the proprietors of this and the other 
copper and lead mines will undoubtedly be furthered 
by their engaging, as soon as possible, the assistance 
of practical Cornish mining captains, as the pro- 
prietors of the Kapunda mine have done. There 
are doubtless many people now in the colony, who, 
in their own estimation at least, think themselves 
quite clever enough to conduct the works of a mine ; 
but what in England requires the practical expe- 
rience of a lifetime to qualify a person to give 
an opinion on, can surely not be less wanted in 
the colony, where mistakes made in opening 
the mines may in a few years take thousands of 
pounds to rectify ; and the success which has 
hitherto attended them all, is more owing to the 
extraordinary quantity of the mineral deposit near 
the sur&ce, than to any discrimination on the part 
of those, who have hiUierto been allowed, by the dif- 
ferent proprietors, to direct the sinking of shaf^ and 
driving of levels. 

Fine specimens of native copper have been found 
here, and also at Kapunda. 

Several sections, with mineral indications, have 
nnce been surveyed by Government all round, and 
adjoining the Montacute mine; several of these 
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have been purchaBed by that company ; there are, 
however, two sections, immediately adjoining the 
original 80 acres, which are atill in the hands of the 
Government ; on one of these, a solid lode of ore, 
four feet in width, of clean pyrites, without a particle 
of mundic or spar in it, was laid bare a few inches 
under the auHace soil ;* the Montacute Company 
long since applied to have this section put up to 
auction with the others, but up to tbe latest dates, 
the Governor has refiised to accede to this; his 
ExcelleDcy's re&sal gave rise to a long and unplea- 
sant correspondence between the company and tbe 
colonial authorities, which ended by the whole 
matter being r^erred by Governor Grey to Ixtrd 
Stanley, the result of which has not yet been known. 
Although the Governor has a certain discretion 
allowed him by the provisions of the Land Sales 
Act, with regard to putting up land to auction, he 
must have had very cogent reasons for withholding 
this section, whilst he was monthly selling other 
mineral lands ; thus apparentiy punishing the colo- 
nists generally, (by preventing them acquiring a 
valuable property, before they had to compete with 
English capital since gone out to tbe colony,) for the 
misunderstanding between his Excellency and a pri- 
vate company. Knowing the ill-feeling this unex- 
plained matter created at tbe time in the colony, and 

* I praented a fine speramen of thii lode erf ore, amongrt « 
Tariety of othen, to the Mnieiiin of the Royal Geological Society. 
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from the great reapect I individually entertain for 
his Excellency Qovemor Orey, I have much wished 
to have had it in my power in this volume to clear 
up the matter; but the official reserve with which 
the Colonial office is surrounded, is not calculated 
to facilitate the obtaining of information, even on sub- 
jects, which, so far from being state secrets, would 
be better for ail parties concerned, to be elucidated. 
I have, however, to record my thanks to Lord Stanley, 
for allowing me the use of the official map of the 
colony, from the latest surveys of the Surveyor-Gene- 
ral, by the aid of which I was enabled to present to my 
readers the map accompanying this volume, engraved 
by the well-known and talented hydn^irapher Mr. 
Arrowsmith ; on this map all the mines in woik, 
and oUier mineral localities are accurately laid down. 

No. 3. The Muhurta Copper Mine. 
This mine is the property of George Anstey, 
Esq., of Highercombe; it is situated about three 
miles north-east of the Montacute mine, and was 
'discovered, like the preceding one, by Mr. A. 
Henderson, who, with other gentlemen, hold 
shares in it. This mine has not as yet been 
worked, further than exploring the lodes. Mr. 
Anstey succeeded in becoming the purchaser of 
this section, ISO acres, at the upset price, the 
existence of the metallic veins being at the time 
unknown to the surveyors. Mr. Fortnum describes 
this mine as follows : " This lai^ vein is on the 
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side of a steep bill of day slate, at the base of 
wbich the river Torrena runs; unlike the other 
copper lodes, this one takes a course within a few 
points of E. and W. Tbe lode of go^an is from 
two to four feet in width, and contains al! tbe 
indications of a rich course of ore, but as far as tbe 
workings at present extend, it has not settled ; the 
ore only occurring in bunches, surrounded with a 
gossan of the most iarourable kind, and varying in 
colour; in some cases resembbng snuff; a kindly 
sparis intermingled with copper ore; "sugary spar" 
is in considerable quantity, and the vails of the 
lode are very clearly defined ; one piece of ore was 
met with weighing upwards of 701b. : at one part 
tbe lode (gossan) swelled out to a width of ten 
feet, between two well defined walls, intermingled 
with sugary spar and green stains ; tbe rock is in 
every direction filled with indications 'of the imme- 
diate vicinity of a very strong lode ; the mine is 
represented by 128 scrip certificates, held in the 
colony." 
No. 4. The Yatiagolinga Copper and Lead Mine, 

This mine was purchased from Government on 
the same day that tbe Montacute mine was sold. 
Mr. Phillips became the purchaser for £350. He 
has kindly favoured me with the following par- 
ticulars regarding it : — 

" Tbe Yattagolinga mine at Rapid Bay, is situated 
at the southern extremity of the range of mouutuios 
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which intersect South Australia, connnencing at 
Cape Jervis, in the aouth, and running north, as fiir 
as the country has been explored. The mine is on 
a section of 86 acres, which comprises a range 
of hills extending nearly east and west, with a 
valley on either side, north and south, and bounded 
by the sea on the west, with clifls from 600 to 
800 feet high. Originally it was merely supposed 
that the section contained lead, but it was soon 
discovered that it was quite as rich in copper. 

" The lodes of lead are found on the surface in 
numerous places, and are worked with great iacility 
and little expense : some of the ore is almost pure, 
and the average yields, 75 per cent, of lead, and 
18 to 20oz. of silver, per ton of ore. There are 
also found galena, carbonate of lead, steel-grained 
and potter's ore. 

"The copper lodes are discovered in several places 
on the top of the mountain, and are also visible in 
the cliff at a depth of 500 feet, the lodes averaging 
three to six feet, there are the same facilities for 
working this as the lead, by driving adits into 
the side of the hill, which will also serve as an 
outlet for any water that may be met with. There 
is grey, yellow, peacock, purple, and some nearly 
pure ore ; the produce, by assay, is 20 to 25 per 
cent, of copper. There can be but little doubt 
that the lode which is visible in the cliff will be 
found to communicate with that which is on the 
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top of the moimtaiQ, as they run in the direction 
of each other. 

" Hitherto the mine has only been worked on 
a small scale, and abont ten tons of ore raised per 
month, the cost of which has been from £2. to 
£3. per ton, and with all expenses free on board at 
Adelaide, has not exceeded £5. There is a river 
constantly flowing through the valley, which is 
used for washing the ores, and they are shipped 
from the Bay and conveyed by small craft to 
Adelaide for lOs. per ton, whence they are re-shipped 
to England, as ballast for the wool ships. 

" The locality ofiers unusual facilities for opera- 
dons, as, being on an eminence, the lodes can be inter- 
sected by adits in the side of the mountain, serving 
at the same time, as an outlet for water and refose, 
and bdng so near the place of shipment, all 
expense of transit by land is avoided. Although 
the mine has not been worked to any extent, the 
lodes are all much larger than those of the 
Montacute, which have been worked with so much 



No. 6. The South Australian Company's Copper 
and Lead Mines. 
This mine was discovered on some land belonging 
to the above Company, and is situated also at Rapid 
Bay, not fer from Mr. Phillips' mine ; a few tons 
have as yet only been sent home by way of ascer- 
taining the value of the ores ; the produce of which 
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has been, of the copper ore 19 per cent., and of the 
lead, 66 per cent., and 14oz. ISdwts. of silver ; these 
assays are an average of several samples of each de- 
scription ; the result is therefore highly sadsfactoiy; 
the same ikcilities for working and shipping apply 
to this, as to the Yattagolinga mine. 

No. 6. The Oncaparinga Copper Mines. 

Half way between Rapid Bay and Adelaide is the 
River Oncaparinga, on which extensive indications 
of copper have been discovered ; the curious manner 
in which the proprietors of the several sections in this 
locality became possessed of them, was noticed in the 
chapter on the Land Sales Regulations. They have 
been too recently acquired to have been extensively 
explored. 

No. 7. Mr, Angas's Copper Mine. 

Mr. Oeoi^e Fife Angas has had the good fortune 
to find (or, rather, Mr. Menge found for him) a rich 
vein of copper on part of his extensive estates in 
South Australia. I have received, irom Mr. Angas, 
the following particulars : he says, " The copper ore 
I had assayed by Messrs. Johnson and Son, produced 
33 per cent, of fine copper. Two well-defined cop- 
per lodes, running nearly east and west, have already 
been discovered in the lands; the back of one of 
these lodes has been traced for upwards of 200 yards ; 
the examination led to the discovery of rich strings 
of ore, (from which the above was taken) tending 
downward between the two well-defined walls about 
seven feet apart, both lodes take their course into the 
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hills on either side of the valley of the Gawler. I 
have also specimenB of black oxide of copper from 
my lands/' 

The distance from the port is much about the 
game as the Kapunda mine, though ten miles of the 
road is not through bo easy a country as in the 
former case. Mr. Angas has lately formed a private 
company amongst his own friends, to whom he has 
leased the mine and surrounding land, on advan- 
tageous terms, and all the colonists will be glad if 
the mine turns out to answer his most sanguine 
expectations, to reward him for the untiring' friend- 
ship he has, from the earliest days of the existence 
of the colooyj entertained towards it. I may here 
mention that the son of this gentleman, a young 
artist of very great promise, has just returned to 
England, with a large collection of paintings, the 
fruits of three years persevering labour in New 1is&~ 
land and South Australia, descriptive of the scenery, 
portraits of the natives, Sec., in those tn-o colonies. 
Mr. Angas is now exhibiting his interesting paint- 
ings in London, prior to their being engraved for 
publication. 

The above, with many other indications, which 
do not require to be here particularized, formed the 
principal discoveries amongst the copper mines in 
South Australia, up to the period of my departure 
from its shores, in February, J 845 ; some months 
previous to that, reports had been rife as to the ex- 
istence in the " far north " of a " monster mine»" as 
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it was termed, which, to believe the vague reports 
current, was of such extent aa to eclipse every thing 
which had hitherto been seen or heard of. A shep- 
herd was said to have brought into town rich speci- 
mens of grey sulphuret of copper, but the locality 
for a long time remained wrapped up in mystery ; 
many a search was made for this mine, and long 
was the search in vain, till every body believed, it 
was nothing more than a clever hoax to give mine- 
hunters a jaunt into the country for nothing. At 
length the mystery was cleared up ; the mine really 
did exist in sober earnest, and the precise spot de- 
signated. The excitement which this discovery 
caused in South Australia was unprecedented; the 
richness of the ores, and the extensive nature of the 
surface out-croppings, were all placed beyond the 
shadow of a doubt ; on the one hand, the colonists 
were in daily expectation of arrivals from England, 
which might bring out a large amount of English 
capital, and thus carry off the prize in spite of any 
thing they could do to secure it for themselves ; on 
the other hand, it soon became evident that nothing 
short of a special survey block of 20,000 acres would 
enable them to obtain this mineral district; that 
being the only means left to them under the regula- 
tion for the sales of waste lands, where they had no 
competition from public auction to contend gainst. 
The negociations, and heart-burnings, the rivalries 
of different interests, the protests and correspondence, 
with which the papers were filled for several weeks. 
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were no doubt highly iDtereeting to the parties en- 
gaged in them, but are quite foreign to the object of 
this volume ; so I shall confine myself to stating, 
that, after an immensity of trouble, two several asso- 
ciations, composed of the principal monied interest 
in the colony, united their forces,* and paid into the 
colonial treasury twenty thousand sovereigns, by 
virtue of which they, un the 18th of August, 1845, 
claimed a special survey of 20,000 acres of land, in 
the vicinity of the Razorback Mountain, about 100 
miles north of Adelaide, now known as the 

* For the information of the friendi of the seTeral parties in- 
tereeted, in England, I Babjoin the list of the appropriation of 
the leTeral shares, SB it was pnblished in the Sonth Anstndian 
Gazette. 

The following; parties represent one section:— 
Messrs. Aston and Grainger . . . j£2500 

Captain Bsgot, for self, V. S, Dutton, and other proprietors 

of the Kapnnda mines .... 1000 

Ditto for two parties in England . 
Mr. T. Shepherd, Hindley Street 
Mr. Joseph Johnston, Beed Beds. 
Mr. F. Dutton . 
Mr. G. Tinline . 

Total ^10,000 

The remaining section is represented by Captain Allen, Messrs. 
Stocks, Beck, Hallet, Bnnce, Penny, Graham, Fe&theretone, 
Waterhouse, W. Sanders, Peacock, Drew, Bouch, M, Smith, and 
othen, inclodingthe members of the Mining Association; but the 
names or the amonntofthe particular interests of this ntuneroos 
proprietary, it is of course imposaiUe to state with accanwy 
aufficient to warrant their publication. 
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No. 8. Burra Creek Copper Mines. 
The following is the official report forwarded to 
England of this surrey, by a gentleman of scientific 
and practical experience, who vas deputed to the 
ground for that purpose by the purchasers. 

Locality qf the Mineral Dietrict—'Dia hills in whicii the 
minenl> occar, lie beyvnd the northern bonndary of count; 
" Light," in latitude 33° 40' south, and Umgitude 139° 8' eaat. 
bearing from Adelaide north by east about 85 miles, in a direct 
Uaet or by the roate we trarelled about 100 miles distant. 

Character qf the road from Adelaide. — The rood front 
Adelaide to these minend hills, ii, for he moat part, over lerel 
OF gently undulating country, opposing DO obstacles to the pro- 
gress of heary carriages. 

Geological /eaturei of the Mineral DUtriet. — The hills range 
generally north and aonth— the altitude of their sununits varying 
from about two thousand to two thousand fire hundred feet 
above the level of the sea. Their geological character evidently 
appertains to the '* transition," or secondary formation; vast 
rocks of quartz are protruded abruptly, through the oldeat series 
of aqucons deposits, baring dislodged the primary Schistoa so 
completely, that in many places it appears in perfectly perpen- 
dicular stratification, intermixed with large qnsrti boulders, and 
fragments of the old red sandstone. There is not even the 
aligbtest external indication of any volcanic action ever having 
been exhibited in the district. 

Indicatio'u of capper ore. — Having walked over the "Fleets" 
formation, we approached a hill which is almost detached from 
the main range, and ascending it from its south-western base, 
we quickly found oniselvea travelling over the older series of 
rocks, where quartz and greenstone, with fmgmeDts of imperfect 
porphyry have been throat up boldly throogb the old clay slate, 
and there we saw, at almost every step, strong indications of the 
presence of rich copper lodea. 

U 3 
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These iodications at first appeared to ua in the shape of apar, 
contaiuing crystals of the ainre blue carbonate of copper, and as 
ve ascended higher on the hill, we found nomerons Ehigments of 
grey and green salphnret of copper, attached to qaartx and 
greenstone; ascending atill higher ve found a continuous ont- 
crop of grey sulpharet of copper exhibited on the surface, 
averaging about eighteen feet in breadth, and extending over the 
brov of the hill and down again to the Boath-eastem base or 
gully more than a miU in length. From this gully another hiU 
arose, which was not bo much detached as the first one we 
inspected, bat rather appeared to be a spnr from the main 
range ; and jnat at the point of janction where the above-men- 
tioned extensive ont-cropof grey snlphnret of copper disappeared 
in the gully, we saw a broad and beantiful diaplay of arure hlae 
carbonate of copper, intermixed with quartx, cropping out 
through the surface, and traceable for upwards of two hundred 
paces, exposing an average breadth of about fifteen feet. At 
this place we oi)ened the ground abont three or fonr feet, and 
fbnod the most favourable indications of a large and regular lode 
being near at hand; abundance of "gossan" presented itself, 
and masses of spar contfuning highly crystalline carbonate of 
coppeii were frequently encountered. 

We then proceeded higher up the hill, and found at different 
elevations, three other distinct and well defined tracea of ore ; 
indeed, the hills appeared to be full of it ! almost every stone 
we picked up, betrayed either directly or infersntially, the 
presence of rich copper lodes. A fragment struck aS at random 
from the corner of a large quartz boulder, exhibited no less than 
three varieties of ore, (the grey snlphnret, the blue cadranate, and 
the copper pyrites,) and we could scarcely move a step without 
observing some kind of minemlogicsl evidence, indicating the 
proximity of metalhferous runs. 

Prohability of more valuable discoveries, — We had not time 
enough to pursue our lesrch amongst the laiger hills, but their 
geological features are apparently similar, and they evidently 
belong to the same geological era. 
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As regards the chemical analyses of these ores, 
they were, I believe, conductedby Dr. Davis, whose 
quahfications for that operatioQ have been suffi- 
ciently often tested to allow of reliance being placed 
in their accuracy. They are as follows : — 

Analyset of five ipeeintent of copper ore from the lodei at 
Burra Crtek. 



0-) 



CRT7DI BBBULT. 

62-09 oiide of copp«r. 
2-05 oxide of iron. 
I8'Z9 sraeniate of lead. 
28*04 insoluble matter. 

110-47 
10'98 deduct weight of lead uaed 

to lepante the anenic. 

99-49 



74-46 oxide of copper. 

2-60 (udde of iroD. 

8-60 araeniate of iron. 
I9'86 ioaolnble matter. 

105-52 



(2.) 



RKDtJCED BEein.T. 

49*95 metallic copper, 
1-41 metallic iron. 
7*31 anenic add. 

28-04 insolnble matter. 

8671 

12-78 weight of oiygon 

— — - combined. 

99-49 

59-44 metallic ct^per. 

1-79 metallic iron. 

2*00 areenic add. 
19-66 iniolnble matter. 

83 '69 



6-60 deduct weight of iron osed 15*83 oxygen in combi- 



— to lepante the araenic. 



98-92 

66-67 oxyde of copper. 
2-00 oxyde of iron. 
11-66 araeuiate of iron. 
19*20 inaolable matter. 



— nation. 



98.92 

53-23 metalUc copper. 

1-39 metallic iron. 

1*66 arsenic acid. 
29*20 ineoluble matter. 



109-53 85*48 
10-00 dedact weight of iron used 14*05 oxygen in cambi- 
■ — - to separate the arsenic. nation. 



99-53 



99-53 
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(4.) 
59-44 meUllic copper. 

1 79 metalllG inm. 

2'00 anenicBcid. 
19-83 inwlnble matter. 

83-09 

15'83 oxygen in combioa 



(5.) 
•I4-1I4 metallic copper. 
-69 metallic iron. 
*50 anenic add. 
8-20 BDlpbur. 
11-67 oxygeD. 
34-00 inBoluble matter. 

100-00 



98-92 

The analyiea of Nob. 1, 2, 3, aod 4, were obtained from the 
■ame charaoter of ore — 1 and 3 from one apedmen, 3 and 
4 from another. The portiona analyaed were taken tnm 
different parta of the specimeni. In the two first cases, lead wn 
used to aeparate the arsenic ; in the two Utter, iron was used for 
that porpose. This is considered the best means of cleansing 
a solndon from araenic. In No. 5 iron was used, and the quan- 
tity of anlphur was ascertained by the loss, ai that sabstance wta 
barned without having being weighed. This specimen belonged 
to the variety termed "grey copper ore," and is the only sped- 
men I have seen from the locality which contains sulphur. The 
insoluble portions, in all oases, appear to contain antimony and 
silica, but they hsTe not been analysed to ascertain their tme 
composition. 

The , value of these ores in England, according to the scale 
forwarded lately to the proprietoia of the Kapunda mine, which 
shewed ore yielding 53.50 per cent., to be worth £39. 15f. 
would be respectively: — 

;e37 2 o 



49-95 

2. 59-44 . 

3. 53 2i . 

4. 59 44. 

5. 4494 . 
Mean value of the 

Creek, :£38. lOx. Id. 



44 3 3 
39 10 9 
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Should the main bulk of the ore turn out to be 
of equal or approximate value to these assays of 
small specimens, the value of this mine would 
appear to be very great indeed. In a few mouths 
time, the first consignment of ores from this mine 
will reach England. 

I may add, that the two associations, who each 
subscribed £10,000 towards this survey, did not 
think fit to keep the property as an undivided 
whole (whether judiciously or not time will prove), 
but had it divided into two equal portions, the first 
choice being decided by lot. 

The northern half fell to the Adelaide Mining 
Association, and has been called Wheal Grey, after 
our respected Governor; the southern portion, " or 
Princess Royal Mines," was apportioned to the 
section of subscribers, represented by Messrs. Bagot, 
Aston, and others. The Adelaide Papei-a I have re- 
ceived reach to the end of October ; at that period 
the Mining Association had commenced working at 
Wheal Grey with a few men, who, in three weeks 
time, quarried out 200 tons of what is described as 
pure red oxide of copper ! The papers contain an 
advertisement calling for tenders for 50 to 100 
drays, to cart down the ore to the Port, which of 
itself speaks volumes. 

The " Princess Royal" Company were just about 
commencing working at the end of October. 

Finally, I may be allowed to insert here, the fol- 
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lowing comparison of the average value of ores, front 
all the principal mines in the world, compiled from 
the Swansea Sales* Lists for the past year, 1845; 
full details of which are given in the Appendix. 

COMPARATIVE PRODUCE. 

ATCTsge produce of the principal Miuei in the wotM. (For par- 
ticulan vide Appendix.) 



South 
America. 



Average prodnce ot Ccnniiih Mine* - 5 i5 6 

Ditto Irish - - 6 8 8 

Ditto of South Aartraliuk Mioei 

Moatacute - - - 13 11 2 

Kapundft - - - 24 IS 3 

The avenge produce of the Kapunda mine ia, theieforet at pre- 
sent, the highest of any coppei mine in the irorld. 

The Lead Mines. 

The existence of the ores of lead, or, more cor- 
rectly speaking, argentiferous galena, (for they all 
contain silver) has been ascertained to be widely 
disseminated throughout South Australia; the 



^CobreMine - average 
jSunugo 


U 9 1 


14 10 6 


12 11 9 




29 13 6 


■'Td|»rai«>ore 


IS 11 11 


( Copiapo 


IS 14 


New Zealand - 


10 10 8 
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proximity, of the veins to the surfece, and the pro- 
duce of metal, are no less encouraging than those of 
the copper mines. The Ranges, immediately at the 
back of Adelaide, are at present the principal loca- 
lity where this ore has been met with in great 
abundance. The situation of the lead mines, being 
generally speaking on the western slope of the hills, 
is very convenient, and of tJie easiest access ; the 
whole distance from the port to the mouth of the 
mines being perfectly level. These mines are con- 
sequently worked at a trifling expense. 

1. The Glen Osmond Lead Mine 

Is three miles Irom Adelaide, and nine from the 
port. The proprietor is Osmond Gilles, Esq., one 
of the oldest colonists, who was possessed of this 
property for several years before the existence of 
lead ore was discovered. The casual displacement 
of a few inches of soil, by the wheel of a dray pass- 
ing over it, laid bare the shining galena underneath 
it. Six or seven different lodes have been opened 
up the face of the hill ; the quantity raised is above 
200 tons, and the produce 75 per cent, of lead, 
with 18 oz. of silver, which averted a price of 
£13. 13«, per ton, and leaves a large profit, the cost 
of the ore being stated to be not more than £4. 4a. 
Copper has also been found on the property. A 
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compauy has lately been formed ia London, called 
the "Glen Osmond Union Mining Company," with 
a paid up capital of £30,000, to work this and other 
mines in the colony. 

The lead ores are of the varietieB, galena, steel- 
grained, and carbonate o( lead. 

Adjoining the Glen Osmond is the 



2. Wheal Watkins Lead Mine, 

The property of Mr. Watkins, of Worthing. This 
is likewise a very rich and promising mine ; a large 
quantity of compact carbonate of lead has been 
raised here. In many places the metallic vein con- 
sists entirely of this mineral for a considerable 
depth, varying with steel-grained galena ; it is 
occasionally of a green colour, from the presence of 
carbonate of copper, and is sometimes associated 
with small particles of minium, yellow oxide, 
&c. This ore is generally of a dirty white or 
slate colour, and is of a very rich quality. The 
matrix is, throughout these hills, clay slate, and is 
extensively impregnated with the foliated manga- 
nese, many of the specimens being remarkable for 
their beauty. Quantity of ore raised about 250 
tons, of same quality and produce as the Glen 
Osmond ores. 

Half a mile further on is the 
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3. Wheal Oawler Lead Mine, 

Belonging to several gentlemen in Adelaide. This 
was, I believe, the first discovered of all, (1841) but 
the times were then so bad, that no attempt was 
made to explore it beyond raising two or three tons; 
the works are now lately resumed. The ore is much 
the same as in the other lead mines. 

Besides these, already in full work, there is lead 
on the property of Mr. Metcalfe, five miles from 
Adelaide, and on a section purchased by Mr. Mac- 
Farlane, one mile and a half at the back of Glen Os- 
mond, with numerous indications in many other 
parts of the' colony, which will all by d^rees be 
brought into operation, as capital is brought to bear 
upon them. 

The system adopted in working these several 
copper and lead mines is similar to what obtains in 
Cornwall and other English mining districts, 
namely tribute and tutwork ; Cornish minei^ who 
happen to have emigrated to the other AustraUau 
colonies, were not slow in finding their way to South 
Australia, to resume those occupations most con- 
genial to the pursuits they had been accustomed to 
in the mother country. These men have all made 
lai^ profits : I may instance, in particular, two bro- 
thers of the names of Nicholls, (I believe from the 
parish of Gwennap in Cornwall) who obtained the 
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first Bet, for the space of twelve months, at Kapunda, 
and whose tribute for that period amounted to 
above £500 ; these men were a short time before 
working on wages of 10s. per week ; they are both 
experienced underground men, and have continued 
to be as successful as ever in tbeir " sets." 
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CHAPTER XII. 

PROSPBCTS OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA. BECOHINO AV 
EXTENSIVE HININO COUNTRT. 

It must be allowed by an impartial obserrer, on 
perusing the preceding chapter, (already in the first 
year of our operations, and unassisted by extraneous 
fud, showing such extraordinary results) that our 
prospects for the future are very cheering. This 
subject intimately afTecta a large and important 
interest of home industry, sind cannot fail, in a short 
time, to draw powerful attention to it. Any new 
field of enterprise is generally looked upon for a 
long time with indifiierence and incredulity, so also 
may it perhaps be with the mining capabilities of 
South Australia ; the very general want of informa- 
tion prevailing in England of everything relating to 
the different Australian colonies, will have no slight 
effect in increasing the first difficulties we have to 
contend with ; foreign mining speculations, have 
also for so many years been held in such bad odour, 
that there is no slight prejudice to overcome. 

But there are some arguments which are all-con- 
vincing; amongst these may be ranked as the 
principal, the Swansea Sales lists : when people see, 
(as see it they will) month after month large quan- 
tities of South Australian copper ore arrive, and sell 
at lar higher prices than either Cuba or South 
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American ores, (which have hitherto been the 
richest in the worid), then they will begin to think 
there may be something in it after all I* However, 
in considering all the disadvantages South Australia 
had to contend with in making a commencement in 
this most important branch of industry, it must be 
confessed, that considerable interest has already been 
excited amongst a good many intelligent capitalists 
in London, — and London is England. Several 
companies have already been organized, and this 
promising field for the investment of British capi- 
tal, will doubtless soon, by its own intrinsic merits, 
command that attention it deserves. Those who 
have already embarked in mining operations in this 
colony, will assuredly have no cause to regret that 
they were amongst the first ; and the time is parti- 
cularly opportune, as the West India and South 
American mines have for some years past been 
gradually felling off in quality of produce; the 
rich South Australian ores, will therefore be much 
sought after by the Swansea smelters, to mix with 
those of lower produce. 

It will be my endeavour, in the present chapter, 

* A mining gentlenum in Deronshire, vith vhom I convened 
on thU BQbject during my rambles amongst the English mioo, 
Mkid, " Pooh! pooh ! m; de&r sir, all the ore yon vH] ever send 
from South Australia will be bat as a drop in a bucket of water!'' 
Time will sbow ; bat I can inform him, that the qnantity of ore 
which will arrive in Swansea even thia year from Sonth Auatralis 
will be a droji of no inconsiderable size. 
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to describe those several accessary circumstaiices 
which are of the utmost importance in successfully 
facilitating the development of our mineral riches; 
it is not alone necessary to show that we have rich 
mines, but to show how the ore can be brought to a 
market. In South America it is a well known fact 
that thousands of tons of ore are lying at the mouth 
of the mines, without the means of bringing them to 
the coast, except at a ruinous expense, the mining 
districts there being so mountainous that the only 
available transport is by mules. 

la South Australia the whole mineral district, as 
already explored, between Cape Jervis in the south, 
and Mount Bryant in the north, a distance of 150 
miles, is easily accessible in every direction ; the 
hilts are of moderate elevation, and present no in- 
surmountable barriers to the passage of wheel car- 
riages; the roads, passing either across extensive 
level plains, or winding round grassy hills and 
through fertile valleys, are naturally very good ; the 
climate being dry, the roads are not liable to be 
rendered impassable for any length of time by the 
rains, as these are seldom of more than a few days' 
continuance at one period, with intervals of fine 
bright weather, which quickly dries and consoli- 
dates the surface again. The transport is carried 
on by means of drays drawn by six or eight bul- 
locks, each dray having two tons of ore on it, with 
which they travel from fifteen to eighteen miles 
a day. In every direction along the road there is 
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abundance of natural pasture to feed the bullocks on 
when they arrive at the end of the day's stage. 
The supply of bullocks is very great in the colony, 
and can be increased to an unlimited extent from 
the neighbouring colonies of New South Wales 
and Port Phillip, should ours prove insufficient, 
(where they have for some time past been boiling 
them down for the sake of extracting the tallow, 
they not having sale for the increasing numbers of 
which their herds are composed) ; the cost of trans- 
port by this means is at present lees than sixpence 
per ton per mile ; at this price the ore is delivered 
alongside of the ships at the port that convey it to 
England. 

The next point to consider is, the means we pos- 
sess to transmit to England (our present only 
market) the ore in such quantities as will hencefor- 
ward be raised in South Australia. 

The great staple of all the Australian colonies — 
wool — is of immense assistance to us for this pur- 
pose ; the quantity already sent to England is very 
great, and annually increasing. The last circular 
of the woolbrokers gives an amount little short of 
80,000 bales. Wool is a light and bulky article, re- 
quiring a considerable quantity of dead weight to bal- 
last the ships with prior to taking it in ; it is therefore 
obvious that these ships will find it answer their pur- 
pose much better to take the dead weight they require 
from our ore, at a moderate freight, instead of 
having to pay from '2s. 6d. to 3s. 6d. per ton for 
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sand ballast ; the wool ships require rather better 
than a third part of their registry tonnage as ballast, 
which, taking the number of ships that annually 
load at Port Phillip, Sydney, Hobarton, Laun- 
cestoD, and Adelaide, at, say 100, and each ship at 
an average of 300 tons burthen, would enable us, 
afler making every allowance for other heavy 
articles, such as oil, wheat, tallow, &c., (for which 
purpose I have considerably underrated the number 
of ships and their average tonni^e) to send to Eng- 
land 10,000 tons, without encroaching on the room 
required for wool. The wool ships have often to 
wait in the ports above enumerated for two, three, 
or more months, whilst their cargo of wool is accu- 
mulating ; now that all port charges are taken off 
the shipping who resort to Port Adelaide, by the 
wise and enlightened measure of our late Governor, 
these ships will surely find it worth their while to 
go to South Australia for their dead weight, in 
those intervals ; besides which they would carry 
many passengers backwards and forwards, and light 
measurement goods, which would pay them well. In 
addition to this means, which is well worthy of the 
early attention of the English ship-owners trading 
to the Australian colonies, there are a vast number 
of colonial vessels, which will find constant freight by 
carrying the ore from Adelaide to the neighbouring 
ports to be transhipped on board of English ships. 
Hitherto we have not paid more than 12*. 6d, per 
ton for the ore shipped direct from Adelaide to 
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England. The following scale of firdgfata, howero', 
is what will probably beobtained in future : — 
From Adelaide to ports in Ei^laod direct, qnan- 
lity sufficient to ballast the ship — £l pa* 
ton ; above that qoantity from 10s to £1 
per ton additional, according to the number 
of tons taken. 
From Adelaide to either Sydnejr, Melbourne, 
Hobarton, or Launceston, for tranship- 
ment by colonial traders, 10> per ton, and 
from those ports 10< to £1 extra, as ballast, 
in wool ships, &c., as aboT& 
The naTigation to Adelaide is tree from all dan- 
gers, and nndowriters would easily be induced to 
include the intermediate trip to Adelaide in their 
policies ; we have ourselves latterly adopted a 
running policy of insurance on our ores (at a trifling 
advance of the rates), embracing not alone the 
route to England direct, but all intermediate ports 
east of the Cape of Qood Hope. Tha« is another 
point I beg to draw the attention of English ship- 
owners to, namely, the great differoice between the 
passage home, round Cape Horn, as compared to 
the route adopted by ships from South Australia, 
round Cape Leeuwin and Cape of Good Hope ; the 
latter is nearly the whole way a fine weather pas- 
sage, where their ships would not be liable to be so 
strained as the copper ships from Chili are that 
round the Hum. 

We need, therefore, not entertain any apprehen- 
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sioD that there will not be plenty of ahippiog found to 
bring home our ore. 

The amount of labour which will be available to 
us in the <x>lony, next claims our attention; out 
prospects in this respect are no less satisfactory ; 
though we can hardly hope, for some years to 
come, to have a supply commensurate with the de- 
mand which will take place ; there is no fear of 
overstocking the labour market in Adelaide now, 
not only will our mines give employment to a 
vast number of mai, but the very increase which 
iJiis will cause to our population will require an 
additional number of people to grow food 'for; we 
are, therefore, in the enviable position, that the 
increasing supply of our mining population will not 
only of itself increase the wealth of the country, 
" but, by their consumption," as Mr. C. Foster says 
in bis work, alluding to the mining industry of 
Ireland, " increase the available market for the pro- 
duce of the industry of others. " 

The &me of the South Australian mines being 
spread through the neighbouring settlements, and 
when once it became known that every one who 
went there, found immediate and profitable employ- 
ment, we b^an shortly to receive a lai^e accession to 
our population, by voluntary free immigration from 
New Zealand, New South Wales, Port Phillip, and 
Van Diemen's Land. The tables of immigration, 
given at page 134, shew the increase, in 1844, to be 
973; forthefirstquarterofI84S the number amounted 
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to 617> Eind I have since learot that in the month Qf 
August, last year, upwards of 500 people had arrived 
at Adelaide I This immigration is of course at no cost 
to the colony. The large sums that are accruing 
from the sale of mineral lands in the colony, make a 
plentiful fund, available for the sending out of free 
emigrants from the mother country; from Ger- 
many, toe, an extensive emigration has set in to 
OUT colony, to which the success which has at- 
tended the first German emigrants has not a little 
contributed. I have, in a former chapter, taken 
occasion to speak in very favourable terms of them, 
and it vrould be well if the British Government could 
give them more facilities to emigrate to South 
Australia 

The subject, however, which is of more importance 
to the South Australiau mining interest than any 
other, is the reduction of the ore into a smaller bulk 
— by calcination, to economise the freight ; and even- 
tually, when sufficient capital shall be available, the 
production, through the means of smelting establish* 
ments, of copper in pure metal, to supply the India 
■market with. If we can once succeed in producing 
a regulus of between 40 and 50 per cent., we may 
then look to the future with perfect confidence. The 
ore, in its rough state, containing 25 per cent, of 
metal, and from that upwards, can afford to pay a 
.freight which will, at the same time, remunerate the 
ships, that carry it to England ; but the large heaps 
.of ore, of a less produce, accumulating at the dif- 
ferent mines, either from inferior veins, or from 
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" dressing" the richer ores, must sooner or later be 
turned to some account to mate these mining 
operations as fully remunerative as they give us a 
right to expect they should. The existence of coal 
has several times been reported, but has not yet been 
verified ; but we have no reason to lose courage, 
when we consider the unbounded extent of our 
forests, containing, as they do, a description of wood 
which will produce a large proportion of charcoal ; 
the wood itself, when billeted and dried, bums with 
intense heat and steady blaze, owing to the quantity 
of resinous matter it contains ; smelting with wood 
and charcoal produces the finest metal, and there is 
no reason why we should not be able to efiect, by 
means of our vii^n and now unprofitable forests, that 
which for centuries has been successfully adopted 
in Germany, Russia, and other countries where 
there exists no coal in the mining districts. A 
number of German smelters and charcoal burners 
from Claustbal, in the Hartz, will this spring pro- 
ceed to the colony; where they will, I trust, 
speedily be followed by numerous other parties, 
and form the nucleus of a smelting industry, 
similar to that of the place they are leaving. I 
mention these facts, to prove, that, although 
the subject is one which requires much caution 
and prudence to enter upon, we at the same 
time will leave no means unemployed to place 
South Australia on a footing to derive every pos- 
sible good result from those means which nature 
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has so bountifully bestowed upon our ProTiace. 
There is an old Qennan maxim which says — 
" fldp youndTe*, and Qod will help yon likewiM." 
The energy, which the colonists of South Australia 
have displayed during the whole period of their past 
trying difficulties, will, so bx from slumbering now, 
only acquire additional stimulus &om the j^esent 
encouraging prospects. 

The lead ore is ao easily run into pigB* that as 
regards this branch, the success of smelting in the 
colony cannot for a moment be questioned. Copper 
is a more difficult article to deal with ; the ores raised 
in South Australia are very generally free from sul- 
phur, as compared with English and o&er ores; this 
circumstance, and the readiness with which it is fiised, 
is one reason why it is so highly prized in the Swan- 
sea smelting establishments. The real difficulties we 
hare to contend with in South Australia are the com- 
parative deamess of labour, and the want of expe- 
rienced people to conduct these operations ; for 
although it would be easy to make the ore melt, 
it is not so easy to prevent a great loss of metal, by 
the imperfect separation of the slag from it : it is a 
well-known fact that in Chili, where regains is 
sometimes produced at the mines, the tlag often 
contains, from the slovenly way of their operations, 
a large per centage of copper, which is thus lost. 
Out difficulties are anything but insuperable, but 
the prudence which has characterized all the mining 
operations in South Australia hitherto, will cause 
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the smelUng of the ore to be begun, with equal 
caution, and continued by a gradual but sure 
derelopment. 

The discovery of such seamB of coal as are found 
in the Newcastle Basin, on the Hunter's River, in 
New South Wales, would, of course, be of &r more 
use to us than even the forests we possess. Several 
times have reports been current that coal had been 
discovered ; if it really is the case, the discoverers 
are obviously keeping the locality secret, with a 
view to purchasing the ground at a fitting time. 
The question naturally arises, in a geological point 
of view, " does the ibrmation of the country lead us 
to expect that coal strata exist in South Australia?" 
In elucidation of this interesting subject, Mr. Fort- 
num has kindly favoured me with the views his ex- 
perience of this colony suggested, and illustrated it 
by the following section of the ranges : — 



XXPLAVATIOlt. 

a. Very recent fomuitiDn, aa, calcBieona tand, clay, ftc<, con- 

taining ihells of ipeoea at present living in tlie aea. 

b. Very recent limeatone, of oolitic atructore generally, 

e. The great maaa of primitiTe rodu, aa day alate, micaadiiat, 

in many placet carrying np the old red aanditone, d, 
d. Old red aandatone. 
£. Gnnite. 
F, Probable poaition of the carboniferoua depoaiti. 
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He says, 

In the uiaeud aketch I have endearawied to give « genoal 
ide& of tbe poutiona of the BtnU, in reference to the probable 
eziitence of coal beda in the ueighbonrhood of Adelaide, 
or SoDtfa Aoatralia generally. It ia to be borne in mind, that 
this aketcb ia only a theoretical one, and ia supposed to be a aee- 
tion throngb the moantaia chain, eaat and veat. Thia monntun 
cbain, vhich may be conaidei^ the back-bone of tbe coontry, 
exteods north and aoatb for a diatanoe of 150 niilea, dniing 
which ita featores of conne vaij conaiderably, bat geneiaUy 
apeaking, tbe clay alate, mica achiata, gneiaa, &c., are the 
most abundantly met vith : the ppaks are aometimea gnmilc, at 
othen, day slate ; in many instances, aa shewn in the sketch, 
they are capped with the old red landatone (d). Itwill be seen 
that the plains are of recent ori^n, consisting of allDTinm, clay, 
calcareous sand, with abnndance of sheila of recent apedes; 
soft limestone, limestone of oolitic structure, granite, &c. &c. ; 
and on ascending the hills, the recent limestone (6) extends 
some distance np their udes, immediately corering the clay and 
mica slatea ; on arrtTing at the top, ve freqnently meet, as before 
stated, with insulated maasee of the old red aandstone (d) ; it 
neceasaiily follows, that the great mass of this fomation, from 
which these insulated blocks were separated by the upheaving of 
the older stoata, must exiat beneath the aurfacc of the plain, 
and it is a question of the greatest importance to ascertain what 
strata intervene between the recent limestone {b) and this aand- 
stone { for in that space ahoold we look for the important de- 
posits of.tbe carboniferous series. 

It ia evident that the most probable localities for the discovery 
of tbe coal formation, will be at those pointa immediately at the 
base of the lulls, where the recent deposits forming the plains are 
necessarily of leas thickness j and more particularly in such 
spots aa may be exposed by the water-conraes or other similar 
means. 

T'l ascertain to what depth the recent formations extend 
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ia aucb situations is of very great importance, but it is at the 
same time by no means a matter of certainty tbat the carboni- 
feroos serieB exist at all, for it ia possible tbat tbe recent strata 
may rest directly upon tbe old red sandstone. In some parts of 
tbe coloDy, as in tbe neigbbourbood of tbe Hutt Rifer, &c., the 
magnesian limestone occars, and this is tbe rock vbieb, in tbe 
. series, immediately coTers tbe coal formation. In otber parts, 
sandstones occar, differing from tbe old red sandstone in struc- 
ture, being generally of lighter coloor, and less indnrated, and 
agreeing in character with the sandstoneH of the saliferons group. 
UnfortuDstely, sufGcient attention has not yet been paid to the 
fossil shells that may occnr in these rocks, by reference to vbicb 
a more aceonte idea conld be formed of their proximity to the 
coal series. As tbe msiu range of hills is chiefly of old forma- 
lion, it voold be useless to search among them for 'coal, but at 
their bases, and in those deep gollies and ravines that are fonnd 
in many parts of the country in water-courses, which by their 
depth expose the varions strata, search should be made ; bat the 
adventurer most recollect, that although be may actually discover 
the coal, it by no means follows tbat it will he, even on sinking 
deep into the earth, in sufficient quantity to be worth working : 
it is much to be wished tbat the Oovemment wonld institute in- 
quiries into this important qoestion, that boring rods should be 
used, under the direction of an experienced person, on such places 
as may be deemed moat likely, (from the occurrence of those rocks 
tbat are generally found near the carboniferons series) to yield 
this most important mineral. Tbe use of the boring rods by the 
surveyors of the Govemment establishment, directed in thrir 
operations by Mr. Burr, might lead to most Important results, 
as, from the geobgical knowledge of that gentleman, they wonld 
search only in such places as would be likely to lead to anccess. 

It 19 not too much to expect tbat the oecessary 
explorations should be conducted by the Govern- 
ment themselves ; and I may be allowed to express 



ioy Google 



314 ABUNDANCE OF COAL ON THE HUNTEr'S BIVER. 

a hope that this importaQt subject may meet with 
some attention on their part. 

The extensive coal fields north of Sydney, will 
probably, some time or other, be made available for 
the above purposes; the Australian Agricultural 
Company, in whose hands is the monopoly of the - 
coal mines, ought to be the first on that very account 
to turn their attention to this subject ; a chartered 
company like th^rs, with large capital, and special 
privileges, vould consult the interest of all the share- 
holders, by opraiing this new source of demand for 
their coal : the port of Newcastle on the Hunter's 
River, is quite as conv^iient for the erection of smelt- 
ing establishments, as Swansea is ; South Australia 
would not be long in sending the copper to be 
smelted, once the furnaces were erected ; the coal 
exists there to an unlimited extent, and the present 
demand does not take off their hands a tithe of the 
quantity they could raise from the three pits, over 
which powerful engines are already erected. The 
price at the pit's mouth, when I was there last, was 
St per ton. and is now I believe 6t 6d. 

The great abundance and cheapness * of animal 
and vegetable food of every description in South 
Australia, will support an immense and concentrated 
population. It is a strange anomaly, that one part 
of the world possesses food and wants population, 
and another part, possesses population and wants 

* In the Appendix will be found the market pricea of pra- 
Tiuoni, &c. 
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food. It is scarcely credible that, ia spite of the 
march of civilization, whilst there is, like South 
Australia, (and in fact all the Australian provinces) 
a country, which will supply the bodily wants and 
comforts of human beings, to an unlimited ex- 
tent, th&K exists within the sphere of the British 
Isles, a population of whom an eye-witness, no less 
an authority than the Times' Commissioner, says : 
" It is shocking to see the dreadful privations — the 
destitution — the mode of living." Right sorry am 
I, (who am but one individual out of thousands 
who wiU think in like manner) that he has arrayed 
himself foremost in the ranks of those who oppose 
emigration as a relief to these poor people, — because 
Ireland has the elements within itself of giving 
employment and comfort to its population ; but in 
spite of which year after year passes away without 
bringing any alteration or relief to the " indescri- 
bable" poverty of the people. Because emigration 
is not thought to be a radical remedy for the whole 
evil, may it not be adopted by Government to 
relieve even a few of the very poorest ? It is said 
emigration takes off the best of the population, 
meaning, those with small capital : I say, if ~ we 
cannot have people with " small ca{Htal," give us 
those whose poverty is, as you tell us, "indescribable;" 
let them be but healthy, able, willing to work* and 
of good character, we will give them plenty 
of work, plenty of food,* and wages, which will 
* The naoal tait of ntioni given to each adnit u 10lt». of 
flonr, lOlbi. of freih meat, Jib. of tea, and 21bi. of (ngar per 
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support them and their families in affluence and 
independence, and make them bless those who have 
been the means of bringing about such a change 
in their earthly lot 

Now as regards the influence the large quantity 
of copper which will in some years be imported into 
England may have on the market, it need not be 
regarded by the least anxiety, by those who might 
fear that the price can be materially affected by it. 
Copper is a metal of such general utility and 
applied to BO numerous purposes, that the greater 
the supply the more extensively will it come into 
use; the development of the South Australian 
mines will not be regarded with a jealous eye by 
the Comisb mining interest,* as it does not in the 
least interfere with their prospects, the produce of 
both countries being essentially necessary the one 
to the other, for admixture by the smelter. Indeed, 
of such importance to the latter is the abundant 
supply of the rich carbonates and sulphurets, such as 
are produced from our mines, that in the latter end 
of March this year, a deputation from the copper 
manufacturers memorialised Sir Robert Peel to 
repeal the duty on foreign copper ores, with a view 

week, in Addition to the wages, which latUr of coorae Tuy, 
ftccordiog to the work perforoied, bat are io no caseonder ^£18. 
per annam for an adult. 

* The reader is referred to some very interestiDg statistics re- 
garding the English and foreign minei and copper trade, compiled 
by and extracted from the Mioiog Journal, which are inserted in 
the Appendix. 
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of increasing the importation from South America. 
Sir Robert Peel did not accede to their representa- 
tions ; and it is to be hoped, that if any restrictions 
are taken off.they will be, not from South American 
or other foreign ores, but from the mineral produce of 
British colonies, and that the distinction which by 
the imposition of duties have so long placed the 
Australian colonies more in the light of a foreign 
state than a dependency of the British Crown, may 
at once cease, and thus help to encourage, as the 
British Government is bound to do by every tie of 
kindred, nationality, and justice to its distant sub- 
jects, their industry and exertions. 

. The memorial presented to Parliament by the 
copper manufacturers, states, " that it is an increas- 
ing trade," " that it is of the utmost importance 
that a supply of copper be obtained at the cheapest 
rate" — "that therefore raw ores should be intro- 
duced duty free, &c." This is all very true ; but 
forming, as our province does, a portion of this 
empire, it behoves the Qoverament, to recollect the 
claims of their own subjects, before those of foreign 
States. Give us every encouragement to send to 
England the rich ores fi*om South Australia ; take 
off the duty from ores raised in your own colonies ; 
give us every possible facility, by encouraging the 
emigration of those who, by their labour, will put 
the ore we have in abundance, on board of the 
ships which will bring it to Swansea, and a very 
short time will shew, that the British copper manu- 
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fitcturers need not fear any diminution of the supply 
of the law material. The necessity for smelting in 
the colony and seeking a ma^Let in India for the 
metal, will chiefly be forced upon us by the invidious 
duties levied on colonial produce, and other difficul- 
ties we may at such adistance have to contend with. 

I hare, in a preceding chapter (page 115), alluded 
to the projected railroad to connect Adelaide with 
the shipping. This project is intimately connected 
with OUT mining operations, for it would make 
available for the transport of ores from the distant 
mines, all those bullocks and drays which are now 
employed on the road, (a very considerable number) 
bringing cargo from and to the shipping and town. 
This project is, in every particular, not only highly 
desiraUe, but very feasible, and, as &r as profits are 
concerned, very promising. The gentlemen who 
have given it support in England, have, however, 
very properly determined to let all the details of the 
plan emanate from the colonists .themselves ; for 
which purpose Mr, J. B. Montefiore, (who, with his 
whole family, proceeds to South Australia, in a few 
days, for the purpose of settling in that flourishing 
colony), takes out all necessary powers to make the 
preliminary arrangements for the formation of the 
company. 

Owing to the want of su£Bcient accommodation 
at the present site of Port Adelaide, and the shal- 
lowness of the water, close to the wharfs, it will be 
a subject for consideration whether it would not be 
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better at once to direct the line of railway to the 
" North Ann," opposite TorrenB Island, as was 
origiiially intended by Colonel Gawler. The money 
necessary to enlarge the existing road through the 
swamp* to give room for a railroad, and the many 
and expensive alterations which will soon be re- 
quired at the wharfs at present in use, would go fer to 
make available this new site for the port (vide Map), 
and I see by late Adelaide papers, that the idea has 
there also been taken up again. Colonel Gawler 
approves of and supports the scheme, and his nu- 
merous friends in the colony will be glad to perceive, 
that, though separated iiom them, he still takes a 
lively interest in everyUiing which appears condu- 
cive to their interests. 

The claims of South Australia to take up a very 
important station amongst the great mining countries 
of the world, may therefore, in conclusion, be 
summed up as follows : — 

An already explored extent of country, aboundhig 
in metalliferous depoHts, of 150 miles in Iragth, by 
upwards of 30 miles in breadth. The absolute fee- 
simple of the soil, vested in the purchaser. 

Unsurpassed richness of the ores found, whether 
copper, lead, or iron. 

Unparalleled abundance of the ores, in those 
mines, already at work, cropping out at the sariace 
of the ground. 

Easy access to all parts of the colony, and un- 
limited supply of transport for bringing the ore to 
the port. 
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A constaDtly iocreasiag supply of labour. Facili- 
ties for sending the ores to England at a moderate 
freight. 

Abundance of animal and vegetable food produced 
in the colony to support a large population, such as 
an extensive mining country will concentrate in a 
small space — added to the most healthy climate. 

Favourable prospects for being able to reduce the 
bulk of the ore by calcination and smelting, thereby 
saving cost of freight — and in the course of time 
supplying the India market -with the metal. 

A thoroughly well organized Government; a 
flourishing state of the colonial finance ; the greatest 
security for life and property prevailing in the colony ; 
a free, highly industrious, and well disposed popu- 
lation ; and the British laws, administered ably and 
impartially. 

Much further might I pursue this grateful theme, 
of enumerating the advantages of our colony ; but the 
above will suffice to convince those who are not deaf to 
convictioo, that a bright futurity is in store for South 
Australia ; and that the fostering aid of British 
capitalists may be safely directed to this new and 
interesting field for enterprise, with confident hopes 
of its proving both safe and highly profitable. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

MISCELLANEOUS. 
THE NATIVES. 

Proud as England may justly be, to see in all 
parts of the globe, even the moat distant, her cus- 
toms, language, religion, in a word the counterpart 
of herself spring up, — there is one subject, which 
cannot fail to be looked upon with sorrow and 
regret; that, whilst this great empire is constantly 
creating new nations as it were, after her own 
image ; daily bringing into use, for the beneiit of 
her own offspring, the untouched treasures of new 
hemispheres ; and boasting, as England does, that 
her name carries with it into the wilderness, the 
blessings of Christianity, religion, and civilization, 
transforming the desert into a smiling garden; 
still, this course of events has invariably been 
the means of gradually, but surely, causing the 
extinction of those aboriginal tribes inhabiting 
the countries invaded, thus apparently bringing 
about effects, the very contrary of what we profess to 
do, and most certainly of what is directly opposed 
to the fundamental philanthropic and humaneprin- 
ciples engrafted on the British character. 

The history of the colonization of the great 
American continent, does not belong to the present 
day ; the nations, which once inhabited that vast 
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country, strong in the battle field, and not mean in 
the intellectual scale of humanity, are already num- 
bered amongst the things that were ; the few that 
remain, have resigned, long since, the name of a 
nation ; the land, once theirs, now belongs to others. 

In the vast continent of Australia, and its adja- 
cent islands, nature also planted tribes of human 
bdngs, (I will not call them nations,) and in doing 
so, provided them with the means of obtaining 
partly from the soil, partly by the beasts and birds 
of the forests, and the fish of the rivers, a scanty, no 
doubt, but still a sufficient livelihood. Sixty years 
ago, the native roamed over the vast plains of 
this new world, master of that which the hand of 
nature placed there for his use ; now, hundreds of 
miles are occupied by the white man, the native is 
seldom met with, and if his wanderings bring faim 
within the sphere of our boasted civilization, he is 
looked upon as an unwelcome intruder, he is watched 
like a suspected criminal would be, and if driven by 
hunger, (that stem necessity which knows no re- 
straint, but the impulse of the moment,) to appro- 
priate a portion of our abundance to feed himself 
and his children, he is punished by our laws, and 
he also is made to feel that " his day is gone by." 

In all parts of the world, the British character is 
respected ; the British name is the terror of its 
enemies ; Irom the fountains of British education 
has sprung genius, in the most exalted form, 
unmatched virtues, and talents without parallel; 
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wherever the children of that small island have 
gone, the effects of that vast influence extends with 
them ; at a distance of many thousands of miles, we 
are happy, we possess every comfort, we are pro- 
tected and secured in the possession of our homes, 
but incomprehensible as it may appear, those human 
beings, whose rights are paramount to ours, whose 
claims to the country we appropriate to our use, 
are superior to ours, (although we are too eager on 
all occasions, by casuistical reasonings, to persuade 
ourselves that such is not the case) ; the black inha- 
bitant gradually dwindles away "before the blighting 
effects of civilization," and another half century will 
most probably also see the end of the Australian abo- 
riginal race ;* if not in the far interior, at all events 
within the settled districts. 

* « It hu already been stated, that in all the colonies we have 
hitherto estabbahed apon the coDtinent, the aborigines are gra- 
doallf decreasing in nnmber, or have already disappeared in 
proportion to the time their conntry ha* been occnpied by 
Enropeans, or to the namber of settlers who have been located 
upon it. Of tbe blighting and exterminating effects prodaced 
opoD simple and antutored races, by the advance of dviliiatioii 
npon them, we have many and painfal proofs. History records 
innnmeiable instances of nations wbo were once nnmeroua and 
powerfol, decaying and disappearing before this fatal and iaei- 
plicable influence ; history wiU record, I fear, umilar reaolts, for 
the many nations wbo are now strnggHng, ^aa how vainly, 

against this desolating canse We are almost, in 

spite of ourselves, forced to the conviction that the first appear- 
ance of the white man in any new conntry, sounds the fnnend 
knell of the children of the soil."— £'^re, vol. ii. page 412. 
T 2 
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In Van Diemen's Land, there once were natives, 
there is now not one left; in Australia, they have a 
greater extent of country to tail back upon, it is 
true ; but the native has his predilections for the 
place he was born in, as well as we have ; unwilling, 
because unaccustomed to labour for his subsistence, 
he now drags on a miserable and precarious exist- 
ence within those settled districts, which he looks 
upon as his own ; his means of procuriog food are 
becoming daily more circumscribed; his usual 
haunts are occupied by others, nor does be find 
sympathy from his more fortunate sable brethren 
further in the interior ; for should he encroach or 
-settle upon their territory, he is quickly made to 
feel, that there also, is he looked upon as an 
intruder. 

But let it not be supposed that the British Govern- 
ment has been either blind to their claims, or deaf 
to the reasonings of humanity in their behalf.* 

* The following noble sentiments of Lord Stanley, on this sub- 
ject, deserve to find k place in every work on tlie colonies. In Ms 
despatchtoSirGeorgeOippe, of Dec. 20,1842, liis Lordship says, 
" I cannot conclade this despatch without eipressing my sense 
of the importance of the sabject of it, and my hope that yoar ex- 
perience may enable you to suggest some general plan, by which 
we may acquit ourselTcs of the obligations which we owe towards 
this helpless race of beings. I should not, without extreme re- 
luctance, admit that nothing could be done — that with respect 
to them alone, the doctrines of Christianity mast be iuoperatir^ 
and the adfantages of civilization incommunicable. I cannot 
acquiesce in the theory that they are incapable of improveoieiit. 
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Much has been tried for their benefit, and vaat Bums 
have been expended to improve their social condition, 
and all to do purpose. The wisdom which has for 
centuries directed, and watched over the destinies of 
the British Nation, which has been equal to meet, 
and cofte with any emergency which the world could 
produce, has been as yet unable to devise the means 
of rescuing from the, I fear, too certain doom of an 
early and total extinction,' a few thousand simple 
minded black people. 

Their hard fate has repeatedly occupied the atten- 
tion of our ablest statesmen, as the parliamentary 
annals can prove ; their benevolent intentions have 
been seconded to the utmost of their power, by tlie 
representatives of the Government in the colonies ; 
hut Qotliing can be shewn to prove that the Austra- 
lian sav^e is in the least better off now than he was 
twenty, or more, years ago. The large sum of 
nearly £t)0,000 has been expended, since 1821, in 
New South Wales, in keeping up a widely ramified 
establishment of Protectors ; the Protectorate has 
cost during that period £51,807, and. half the ex- 
pense of the border police, £27,700 more. Had the 
money been annually dropped into the sea, outside 
aod that their extinctioD, before the advaDce of the white aettler 
i> a neceHitf which it ie impouible to control. I recommend 
them to yoar protection, and faTonrable consideration, with 
the greatCBt earueatneM, but at the aome time, witli perfect 
confidence, and I aa«iire yon that I ahall be willing and aniioua 
to co-operate with yon in any arruigement for their ci* ilization, ' 
which may hold out a fair prospect of auccesa." 
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Sydney Heads, the loss could not be more regretted, 
tliaa its resultless application in redeeming the 
savage, and it would have saved both Sir George 
GippB and Lord Stanley the trouble of writing the 
immensity of despatches they did ; the protectorate 
plan has, I believe, been now abandoned in despair, as 
being productive of no good ; and although the expe- 
riments in South Australia have been made on a fiir 
more moderate scale, no better results can be shewn, 
with us, than in the neighbouring colonies ; — but 
the effects of our civilizing influence is shewn, as 
Mr. Eyre says, "in their diminished numbers." 
Again, he says, " many attempts, upon a limited 
scale, have already been made in all the colonies, 
but none have in the least degree tended to check 
the gradual, but certain, extinction that is menacing 
this ill-(ated people; nor is it in my recollection, 
that throughout the whole length and breadth of 
New Holland, a single real and permanent convert 
to Ch'istianity has yet been made amongst them" 

It is next to impossible to make any estimate as 
to the actual numbers of the difierent tribes who are 
located in South Australia ; their wandering and 
unsettled habits do not allow of any correct census 
. being taken. Mr. Protector Moorhouse estimates 
their number at about 3000. Mr. Eyre thinks there 
may be twice as many. The funds which the colonial 
government apply to their use is by an annual vote 
placed on the estimates ; and in a former chapter 1 
have taken occasion to remark on the continued 
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and futile efforts which are made to educate a few 
childreD, whilst the bulk of the natives are left to 
drag on a miserable ezieteDce, subsisting partly on 
charity, partly on the precarious and uncertain 
means of obtaining food still at their command. Mr. 
Braim says, very justly, in alluding to the expense 
incurred in New South Wales, " that no one would 
regret its extent, could any corresponding good 
be shewn to have been effected by it." The sum 
voted for 1845 was £820., which is appropriated, in 
salaries, to Protectors, schoolmasters, and school- 
mistresses, and the Protector himself states that only 
three children have been in regular attendance. 
Their parents being accustomed to have the assist- 
ance of their children in their hunting, fishing, or 
other employments, cannot be made to comprehend 
in what way they will be benefited by being deprived 
of their services ; on that account they never willingly 
consent to allow their children to absent tbemselves 
from them for more than a few days,* and it does 
certainly appear to be contrary to the general ac- 
ceptation of the term common sense, and humanity 
generally, that as the result of the money spent, 
every now and then reports are issued by the super- 
intendents of the native locations, stating that some 

* *' With all my past experience I canoot persuade myself, that 
BDj re&l or permanent good will ever be effected antil the influ- 
ence exercised over the yoang by the adults be destroyed, and 
they be freed firom the contagioaB effects of their example."— 
Hj/re, vol. ii. page 430. 
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half dozen cMUren are able to read " polysyllables"' 
or " monosyllables," that they are able to repeat the 
Lord's prayer and commaQdment^ (parrots are 
taught to utter sentences as well) but of which I 
defy any one to prove that they understand a par- 
ticle of their meaning ; and within five minutes 
afterwards, in walking through the streets, you may 
possibly meet tribes of adults in the very acme of 
squalidnesB and Blth, clothed in rags, picking up, 
as food, olfel,* from which a dog would turn away in 
disgust. This may appear overdrawn, but let any 
impartial observer give testimony whether the most 
disgusting and revolting sights are not constantly 
occurring under our eyes in the centre of the town. 
For this reason, I repeat what I said before, unless 
the civilization and education of the natives, both 
adult and child, can be carried on, on a sufficiently 
extended scale, to include both parent and child 
within its sphere, it is a flat contradiction to the 
boasted philanthropy which the English are ready 
on all occasions to put forward, to spend large sums 
in useless nttempts to teach a half-dozen children to' 
spell, or scratch unintelligible hieroglyphics on slates, 
whilst hundreds of wretched outcasts are wandering - 
through the country unheeded, uncared for, without 
food, clothing, or home, who might be both fed and 
clothed with the money. 

I do not mean to say, that the aborigines are 

* " Many are sDpportrd by tUeoSklof a place, where aomucb 
uiimal food is consumed."— ^^rt, vol. ii. p^e 445. 
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beyoad all redemptioD, incapable of beiog civilized ; 
quite the contrary. I think, with many others, 
that they are capable of improvement, Imd the valu- 
able writings of Captain Grey,* and more lately Mr. 
Eyre, on this subject, would convince me, had nut 
examples of great intelligence fallen under my own 
observation. But it is not that, what we have to do 
with, in the present limited means at the command 
of the authorities for carrying out their views ; in 
my humble 'opinion, the first steps in their civiliza- 
tion ought to be to teach them to work, and to fted 
them ; teach the native to look up to you for a cer- 
tain and regular subsistence in the first instance ; 
deprive him of the inducement he now has of con- 
tinually wandering from one place to another in 
search of that food ; break him by that means, fii-st< 
of his roving disposition, and he may become tract- 
able and settled in his habits; beg^n the work of 
civilization by teaching him the use of the spade, 
instead of the pen or pencil, or before you vainly 
strive to christianize him, by those things, of which 
his simplicity cannot possibly understand one iota — 
and there may be soine hopes for them after all. 

But I fear it will continue to be a hopeless case 
altogether, until the. powerful hand of the British 

• In Bpesldng of Copt. Grey's work, ntd the BhortneiB of the 
time daring which he collected the material^ Mr. Eyre u;b : 
" it is perfectly surprising that the amount of infonoatiou 
amaased should be so great, and so generally correct," — Eyre, 
Tol. ii. page 152. 
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Grovernment interfere : unless something emanates 
from head-quarters itself, the native will continue to 
wander about, as is his wont at present ; his " gin" 
will ply the " yamstick," and dig from the ?oil the 
same miserable subsistence as heretofore, whilst her 
lazy husband, will " lie basking in the sun, or 
crouching over his fire." The British law looks 
' upon the native, as a British subject; consequently, 
his liberty must be respected ; he must on no ac- 
count be placed under the least personal restraint, or 
be persuaded to work for his livelihood, with the 
sweat on his brow, as the white man does, and in 
consequence of his glorious privilege of being a 
British subject, a few years more will infallibly see 
the extinction of his race. The whole subject is so 
extensively entered upon, by Mr. Eyre, in his lately 
published work, that it is impossible to add any new 
features to the sad theme. In Mr. Eyre's work is 
embodied the experience of several years close 
application to the study of the relations between the 
European and native ; it forms altogether the most 
complete history of the aboriginal race which has 
ever been published, aiod those who would wish to 
become intimately acquainted with their customs, 
manners, traditions, kc., would do well to peruse 
it. 

With such an elaborate work already before the 
public, it would not be becoming in me to offer the 
few particulars descriptive of the aborigines, which 
my personal observation in South Australia might 



ioy Google 



i, Google 



i, Google 



TBB NATIVES. 



suggest ; the plan Mr. Eyre proposes for improving 
the natives has many good points about it, but the 
greatest difficulty such an extended plan would have 
to contend with, is the great expense it would entail 
on the Colony, which, saddled as it is with the 
liquidation of the debts of former mismanage- 
ment, is certainly not in a position to furnish funds 
for tlie purpc»e. The more reason, therefore, that 
the Home Government should not cease to direct 
their attention, and extend a helping hand to this 
subject. 

The establishment of the Government Post at 
Moorunde, on the Murray River, 85 miles from 
Adelaide, at which place Mr. Edward John Eyre 
was stationed as Resident Magistrate, was deter- 
mined upon by Governor Grey in the latter 
part of 184'1, in consequence of the numerous out- 
rages which had taken place by the natives, upon 
parties coming overland from New South Wales, 
with stock ; many Europeans had been from time 
to time killed, and their property destroyed or 
plundered, whilst, on the other hand, whenever the 
parties of whites happened to be in sufficient force, 
a great slaughter was sure to be committed upon 
the blacks. The Governor, therefore, had apparently 
sufficient grounds for going to the expense of that 
establishment, even at a time when the colonial 
finances were at tlte lowest possible ebb : and Mr. 
Eyre has certainly succeeded in an eminent degree 
ill effecting the obJ<x!t contemplated, as the whole 
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length of the River Murray, from the great northern 
bend to the coast, is occupied at the present moment 
with sheep and cattle Btations, and no single outrage 
of a fatal nature, has, since the establishment of that 
post, been committed by the natives ; whilst at the 
same time a great moral control and influence has 
been obtained over the more distant and warlike 
tribes, who were either periodically visited in their 
own districts by Mr. Eyre, or used to come down to 
Moornnde to receive the meagre distribution of flour 
and blankets now and then allowed them by the 
Government. 

Some Members of Council at Adelaide, do not 
however appear to concur in this view of the case ; 
and every year witnesses a fresh motion on their 
part, to withdraw the establishment, as useless. 
During the session of June, 1845, the same motion 
was again made, and His Excellency the Governor 
appears to have been under the impression that Mr 
Eyre himself had considered the station might be 
abandoned. 

This being a misapprehension on the part of His 
Excellency, Mr. Eyre addressed a letter to the 
Colonial Secretary at Adelaide on the subject, which 
will be found in the appendix. 

If any additional proof were wanting that benefi- 
cial results have been effected, by the influence 
exercised by Mr. Eyre over the still powerful tribes 
on the upper part of the Murray, the Rufus, 
Darling, &c.; it is shewn by the friendly feeling 
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evinced to Captain Sturt's party in passing safely 
through those same tribes, who only a few years ago 
were arrayed in deadly warfare against the white 
man, whenever he Ventured within the limits of 
their tribes. 

Mr. Eyre brought two native boya with him to 
England, whom he has placed at school, where they 
are being educated ; short as their stay has been in 
England, they have already made great progress in 
the English language, and their intellectual capaci- 
ties are not a whit inferior to what an English boy 
of the same age would be, with the same length of 
time employed in developing them. Her Majesty 
was graciously pleased to command their being 
brought to Buckingham Palace, and expressed 
herself pleased with their appearance ; Mr. Eyre 
■had the honour of being present on the occasion. 



CAPTAIN 8TURT8 EXPLORATIOTT. 

The Australian colonies have furnished for many 
years, men of undaunted courage and hardihood, 
who have ventured into the unexplored wilderness, 
exposed to all the hardships, dangers, and difficulties, 
incident to travelling in so arid a country, as 
the interior of that vast continent consists of, at 
least so far as has been yet ascertained. Little do 
people in England know of the sufferings to which 
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the Australian explorer exposes himself; the pub- 
lished accounts of these undertakiugs do not often 
meet with that atteDtion they deserve, owing to 
the generaUy uninteresting nature of the country 
traversed, and the most distinguished merit is thus 
but little appreciated, because hitherto so few great 
results of public utility, have been brought about 
by them ; South Australia boasts with no little 
pride, of having, at one time, numbered amongst its 
inhabitants, no less than three individuals, Sturt, 
Grey, and Eyre, who each of them rank at the top 
of the list of those, who have threaded the thorny 
paths of the Australian desert ; it is amidst such 
trying perils as they each have in their turn 
experienced, that that true moral courage shines 
forth, which is superior to the same feeling which 
in the din of battle leads the soldier to rush to 
the conflict, and look destruction in the &ce; 
hunger and thirst are more fearful opponents to 
encounter, than the roan of cannon. 

Pre-eminent amongst all explorers ranks he, who 
even at thismoment is again in the field ; who has once 
more, left the bosom of his family, and the circle of 
his unnumbered friends, who is even now, devoting 
the renewed ardour of his youth, combined with 
the experience of maturer years, and risking his 
life for the solution of that geog^phical problem, 
which has hitherto baffled the utmost exertions of 
all who have tried to unravel its mysteries. The 
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gallant Captain Sturt, the revered "father of Auatra- 
lian eiploratioD," is once morestriviDg to lift the veil, 
which has, till this moment, confined thehabitations of 
the white man to a narrow strip of ground on the 
coast line of that vast continent. Captain Sturt 
was the person who laid open the South Australian 
district, which now constitutes the happy home of 
thousands of his fellow creatures ; it was by his 
indomitable perseverance and courage, and that of 
his little baud, that he ventured into the "heart of 
the desert," "an enterprise," of which Colonel 
Napier so beautifully remarks, " unanimated by the 
glory of battle, yet accompanied by the hardships of 
a campaign, without splendour, without reward ;" 
it was through the means of his correct judgment, 
that further examinations of the country were 
undertaken, which was speedily followed by an 
extensive settlement But I trust, that history will 
not hereafter record that such services, were left 
without *' reward ;" the love and esteem of a whole 
population, must be acceptable and gratifying to 
his feelings as a man ; but let not this be his only 
reward. Her Majesty's government will doubtless 
not forget him, when he shall have returned in 
safety, to spend the remainder of his life, amongst 
bis admiring friends ; and let the colonists them- 
selves, or rather the Legislative Council in their 
name, set the noble example, by awarding him in 
addition, an annual grant on the revenues of the 
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colony, he was mainly instrumental in giving rise 
to, which I feel convinced will meet the hearty 
approval of the whole population. 

Captain Sturt has long entertained the theory, 
founded on certain considerations connected with the 
physical formation of the continent, and appearances 
on its surface, coupled with observations made by 
him, on his former explorations, and the reports of 
natives, that a high range of mountains exists in the 
far interior ; and further, that an immense inland 
sea is also there situated. Having inemorialized 
the Home Government on the subject. Lord Stanley 
with praiseworthy liberality, and actuated by the 
importance of ascertaining, if possible, what the 
interior of Australia is composed of, felt himself 
justified in applying a considerable sum of money 
to its accomplishment ; for which he subsequently 
obtained the sanction of a vote from Parliament. 
All details of the expedition, and the selection of the 
party who were to accompany him, were left to 
Captain Sturt himself: and nothing was omitted 
which would be likely to bring it to a successful 
issue. It may give some idea of the estimation in 
which Captain Sturt is held, and the confidence 
placed in him as a leader, when I say, that he had 
several hundred applications irom parties, who volun- 
teered to go with him ; and I feel convinced, that 
through the length and breadth of the colony, there 
was not one individual who would not have felt 
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honoured in being selected to make one of the party, 
and have readily, and with alacrity, followed 
him. Indeed, one of the greatest difficulties Captain 
Sturt bad to contend with to make a final start, was 
the number of persons who constantly beset his 
path, from morning to night, all eager to share the 
dangers and glory of this great enterprise. By the 
beginning of August, 1844, all the "matSriel" was 
in readiness, and the party organized; the latter 
was constituted as follows : — 

Chief of the expedition — Captain C. Start. 

AsBiBtant— J. Poole, £aq. 

Draftsman— Hr. J. M. Stuart. 

Medical Officer-^ohn Browne, Esq. 

Annoorer, and collector of natural hiitory, &c. — Hr. D. Q. 

Brock. 
Storekeeper— Mr. Louis Piesse. 
Attendant — Daniel Morgan, Richard Turpin, H)ig;h Poalkes, 

Joseph Covley, George Darenpott, Robert Flood, John 

Kirby, John Sollinn, John Lewis, John Mack, John 

Jones. 
5 bullock drays, of eight bullocks each. 
1 thre»-ho(H dny. 
1 three*horBe spring cart. 
A boat. 
200 aheep, and ample snpply of proniiona, implements, Ac 

for twelve months. 

On the 1 0th of August a total suspension of all 
business took place in Adelaide ; a farewell break- 
fast was given to Captain Sturt and his companions^ 
which was attended by his Excellency the Governor, 
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and between two and three hundred of the leading 
colonists. Major O'Halloran occupied the chair; 
and, after the usual loyal toasts, and the health of 
his Excellency, who, in returning thanks, bestowed 
upon Captain Sturt the appropriate appellation of 
the '* Father of Australian Exploration," which will 
ever after be his title, the Chairman proposed the 
following ; — 

" HMlth and all happineBS to onr hoDoured guest — may liie 
■mi of proeperitf ihiDe on liu path through the deaert, and crown 
his exertion* with the moit brilliiint incceu, bo that the reiolta 
BtuUhealilteglariouataoDTcoDntryandto our guest,— beneficial 
to the intereata of South Australia and her neighbours — and a 
aonrce of enthuaiaatic reJoiclDg to the cooDtlesa frienda and ad- 
mirera of the gallant Start." 

Which of course elicited most universal and long 
continued applause. Captain Sturt made a very 
feeling speech in return, and more than one sturdy 
settler, who had long since given Up the whimpering 
mood, found to his astonishment an unaccountable 
dimness come over his eyes ; the scene was rendered 
doubly interesting, by the presence of Captain 
Sturt's youthfiil son, Evelyn, at his side, to whom 
in the course of his address he pointed, saying he 
had brought him, that the recollection of the scene 
might remain with him in after years, and stimulate 
him through life. 

Captain Sturt was escorted for some miles from 
town by an immense cavalcade, the drays, &c. 
having preceded him some days ; at GSawler Town, 
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twenty-five miles from Adelaide, aoother party of 
friends, myself among the rest, were awaiting him, 
and accompanied him during his next day's stage to 
Koonunga, where we finally bid him good bye. 

The last accounts received from Captain Sturt, 
were dated dth June, 1845: he was then encamped 
on the confines of the colony, in lat 28* 11' 15", 
long. 141° 22', and the whole party had already 
undergone great sufferings, most of them having 
been attacked by scurvy, and the heat having at 
times been as high as 135 degrees Fahrenheit in the 
shade, whilst tbe direct rays of the sun caused it to 
rise to 157 degrees. The second in command, my 
poor friend Poole, had succumbed to the fatigues, 
and, after a lengthened period of illness, expired, the 
day after he left the expedition with part of the men, 
on their return to Adelaide ; Captain Sturt having 
thought it advisable to reduce their numbers, to 
economise the provisions, in order to make a final 
push for the interior, from the point he had then 
reached. 

The reader will already be femiliar with Captain 
Sturt's despatches, as they have appeared in almost 
every English paper ; I do not deem it desirable to 
republish them now, not to forestall any part of 
Captain Sturt's own work, which, on his return, will 
doubtless be published. I cannot conclude this 
brief notice better, than by quoting the words of his 
brother explorer, Mr. Eyre : — 
z2 
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" May he be successful to the utmost of his 
'Wishes, and may he again rejoin, in health and 
safety, his numerous friends, to foi^t Id their 
approbation and admiration, the toils he has en- 
countered, and to enjoy the rewards and laurels 
which will have been so hardly earned, and so well 
deserved." 
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NEW WASTE LAND REOULATIOKS. 
Cotonial Stcrelary'i Offiet, AdeltOde, Augtut 13, 18U. 
Hia Excellency the Oarernor has been pleased to direct the 
publication of the following regulations for the guidance of the 
CotnmiMiouer of Crown Lands, made in parauance of the power 
veated in hia Excellency by the prorisiona of the Act of Conndl, 
6th Victoria, No. 8, intituled " An Act for protecting the Waste 
Lands of the Crown in South Auatnlia from encroachment, 
intrusion, and treapaaa." 

By bis Eicellency'a command. 
A. M. MUNDY, 
Colonial Secretary, 

GOimON LANDB. 

1. All Waste Lands of the Crown, which may lie within three 
milea of the boundaries of any pnrchaaed lands, will in general 
be Kgarded aa common laoda ; bat in any case where such an 
eitent of common land may appear to the Commiasioner of 
Crown Lands, greater than ia neceaaary for the number of ctUtle 
tot which a light of pasturage thereon may be claimed in terms 
of these regulations, he will aaaign such reduced limits aa may 
appear to him sufficient. 

2. Erery praaon who may occupy purchased land which ia 
situated within one mile of any comtnon land, will, upon taking 
out an occupation or depasturing license, be entitled to a right of 
pasturage on such common land, in the proportion of sixteen 
bead of homed cattle or horses, or one hundred sheep, for every 
eighty acres of such purchased laud. No person, however, will 
be entitled to depasture cattle on tbe common lauds in virtue of 
purchased laud situated more than three milea from the residence 
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or aUtion od which the cattle an kept ; nor will the light of 
commonage, in an; case, extend beyond the ume limits. 

3. Whenerer any common land may adjoin any Waste Land 
of the Crown which is in the occupation of any licenaed pcnon 
as a defined run, the bonndariea of snch ran shall be regarded 
alto as the bonndaries of the adjoining common land, unless 
the Commiasioaer of Crown I^nds shall make any order to 
the contrary. 

4. No person will be permitted to have a station upon the 
common lands without the appTond of the Commissioner. 

5. Penons who claim a right of pasturage on the common 
lands, must lodge with the Commissioner a statement of the 
particulars of their claims in the form of a Schedule annexed to 
these regulations, marked A i and they must hand in an amended 
statement as often as any change may take filace io their right 
of pastorage. 

DKFIHED RUNS. 

6. The general principle upon which all claims to psstuisge 
oo any portion of the Waste Lands of the Crown, not being 
common lands, will be decided— is pre-occnpancy. 

7- £«ery person who claims right of pastorage on any portjoa 
of the Waste Lands of the Crown, not being common lands, 
tnnst define snch of the bonndaries of his run aa are not formed 
by water-courses, either by lines of marked trees, or by posts 
erected at conrenient interrals, or fay snch other method as will 
render these boundaries eanly discernible ; and they must, in aa 
fiar as practicable, be straight lines. He must lodge at the office 
of the Commissioner of Crown Lands a description of his ran, 
in which must be specified the situation, bonndaries, and esti- 
mated extent of the run, and the nnmber and descnpdon of the 
cattle kept thereon, in the form of Schedule B, annexed to these 
regulations. Any nnmber of stations may be incladed in one 
description of a run ; but when the same person claims two or 
more runs which do not adjoin, a separate description must be 
given of each. 
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8. Until tlie occnpant of a rnn shall have defined hii boonduiei 
in the manner pointed out by thne Tegulationi, and ihall have 
lodged at the office of the Commiaaioner of Crown Lands the 
above nteotioaed description of bis nin, no complaint that he 
may wish to bring again»t any other p«Bon for any encroachmeot 
or trespass on the ran irill be entertained by the Commissiouer. 

9. The names of all persons who may have lodged deBcriptions 
of runs at the office of the Commissioner of Crown Lands, in 
accordance with the terms of these regolations, will be pabliihed 
in the Oovemment Gazette, nnleat the Commissioner may see 
reason to ifisapproTe of any such description. 

10. After the description of a ran baa been notified in the 
Goremment Gazette, no claim of any other person to such ran 
will be entertained, nnleas the matter ii bronght before the 
Commissioner of Crown Lands within three months after ench 
notification ; and if two or more persons shall include the same 
portion of waste lands in their respective descriptions of rons, 
and neither party shall diapnte the claim of the other within the 
period of three montha after the date of the Gazette in which 
Boch descriptions were notified, the person who first lodged with 
the Commissioner of Crown Lands the description which included 
thia portion of waste lands will be considered the proper claimant 
to it. 

1 1. Any licensed person may olaim a ran on any nnoccnpied 
portion of the Waste lAnda of the Crown, by giring a notice in 
writing to the Commissioner of Crown Lands, stilting hia inten- 
tion to occupy ench rnn, and showing, to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner, that he is possessed of a soffident quantity of 
cattle, prorided he occupies the nm within three months from 
the date of giring snch notice. Notices of occupation must 
state distinctly the position and extent of the ran claimed : any 
TCgneneas in those respects will vitiate the notice. 

12. When the boundaries of a ran have been defined before 
the expiration of the term of a notice of occupation, before the 
lands adjoining snch ran are claimed, the occupant may fix his 
bonndariea at such a diatance from hiz station as he pleases. 
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provided the whole mo thns defined doea not contain ft grester 
extent of pasturage than the cattle npon it require, and provided 
the dimenuons of the ran are &irly proportioned vith r^ard to 
the supply of water and general character of the country. . 

13. Bat in thoae cases in which, previoiuly to the bonndtriea 
of a ran having been defined, the adjoining landa have been taken 
np by another person, and dispntea as to the extent of the run 
have arisen, the occupant will be restricted to snch as extent of 
pastnrage as may be required for the cattle which be bad npon 
the mn at the time (be claim to the adjoining lands firat arose ; 
and this extent of pastnrage will be computed fVom his station 
as a centre ; and the greatest extent which will in such case* be 
allowed in any direction for a sheep ran, is two miles from the 
station. If a run be vacated before the bonndaiiea have been 
defined, it cannot be reclaimed, if, whilst it is so vacant, it shall 
have been taken possession of, or claimed by a notice of occu- 
pation, by any other person. 

14. It must, however, be distinctly nndentood, that nothing 
contained in these regulations will be construed to interfere 
with the power of the Commissioner of Crown Lands to limit the 
extent of any run, or to order such alterations in the boandaries 
of it as may be thought proper. In the event of a mn, or any 
part thereof, being left unoccupied for an unFeasonable length 
of time, it will be resumed by the Government. 

Form op Cohplaint. 

1 5 . The following aliall be the form to be observed in bringing 
complaints before the Commissioner of Crown Lands : 

The complainant, or some person on his behalf, shall apply 
personally to the Commissioner to appoint a time and place for 
the hearing of the complaint, and shall then cause a notice 
in writing, signed by the complainant, to be served on the de- 
fendant, in the form of the Schedule annexed hereto, marked C, 
stating the particulars of the complaint, and the time and place 
appointed by the Commissioner for the bearing thereof. 

16. The noUce of complsiut shall be served either personally 
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on the defendant, or by leaving the ume at his usual place of 
rendence, at least fourteen days prerionaly to the day of hearing, 
unlaw the defendant reside more than one hundred miles froni 
the place appointed by the CommissioDer for hearing the com- 
plaint, in which case the serrice of the notice shall take place at 
least trenty-eight days previously to the day of hearing. 

17. The complaint shall be made before the Gommisumier in 
the torn of the Schedule hereto annexed, marked D, accompanied 
with a daplicate of the notice served on the defendant. 

18. If the defendant fsil to appear at the time and place 
appointed, the Commissioner may proceed to determine the 
matter ex parte, on proof being made to his satis&ction of the 
doe service of the notice of compkunt : Provided, however, that 
in case it shall be aftenrarda shewn to the satisfaction of the 
Commissioner that the defendant has good grounds of defence^ 
and that he was prevented from ^fipearing by some tinavmdable 
cause, the Commissioner may suspend his decision, and order a 
teheaiingof the case. 

19. Any licensed person, against whom the Commisflonar of 
Crown L«nds shall give a deduon upon the compUint of another 
licensed person in any matter relating to the depasturing of cattle 
upon the Crown Lands, will be required to pay a fee of five pounds, 
when demanded by the said Commisuoaer. 



20. These regulations supersede all r^olations which have 
hitherto been made in puieuance of the Act of Council, 6Lh 
Victoria, No. 8. 
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Copy of Leiter to the Colomal Secretary, Adelaide ; rdative to 
abatidoning Moorunde Station. 

LoDdoa, J«DB«i7 19, 1846. 
Sia. 
HaTing obKired ia the pnbliibed report of the proceediogi 
of the LegiiUtive ConncU of South Anatralia, on the 3rd Jane, 
1845, BD accountof the Debates apoa the estimate for the SaUry 
of the Beaident Magiatnte at the Murray river, I have the 
honour to addreaa yoit with referenoe to that subject, for thepor- 
po«e of removing an error of acme importance which appears to 
bavB occarred, if the copy 1 have seen of the debates iu qaestioa 
be correct. In the paper I have referred to His Ezeellency the 
Governor ia reported to have said in Conncil : " He thought it 
right to state, that Hr. Eyre considered the station miglit be 
abandoned, and that opinion had been forwarded to her Majesty's 
gOTemnLent." 

Now if His Excdlency did make use of the ezpreaaiona here 
assigned to him, it most have been nnder the influence of some 
very great misapprebension, for the opinion quoted as mine is 
quite at variance with the one I hold, and I nn only soppose 
the mistake to have arisen on the part of the Goreroor, fron my 
having, previous to my quitting the Colony in 1644, sent in an 
application to Lord Stanley, through His Gxcelleacy, soliciting 
an appointment to aome higher and more remunerative office, 
than the one I held. The passage in my letter to Lord Stanley 
to which I sllnde, and which I soppose to have been the basis of 
the misinterpretation of my opinion above-mentioned rans thua : 
" Having thus been accustomed for many years to a Uf e of enter- 
prise and activity } devoting myself rather to pubUc objecta than 
to private pursuits, I cannot but feel that from the very sacceat 
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which hu attended iny exertio&s at the Murray mer, I am no 
longer required there, and tliat a field no longer exieta for me to 
render myself so useful to the {niblic «■ I coald wish, and bb I 
feel assured I could be, if employed in any way that left me fall 
scope for activity and exertion," 

In mailing theae remarka, or any similar ones in my letter to 
Lord Stanley, I had no intention of onderTaloing, or of expressing 
an opinioD us&vourable, to the continuance of the GoTemment 
PoBt at the Murray. On the contrary, I believe it to be one of 
the moat important, and most useful establishments, formed by 
the QoTomment, and I am quite of opinion, that if it should be 
fflther hastily or imprudeatly given up, much mischief would 
enaue. It has had a more extensiTe and a more beneficial 
influence than any similar inatitutiou ever had before, and it haa, 
I an convinced, been the means of saving the Colony &om much 
loss, and from having to incur the heavy expenses which are 
invariably entailed, by the frontiers being in a disturbed state. 
That the qneation of the withdrawal of the station altogether 
ahould have been so often, oi so strongly urged, by some of the 
Hembcn of the Council in the Colony is, I think, a matter of 
much regret. I am satisfied that if at a future time those who 
have proposed such & course are enabled to carry out their views, 
they themselves will eventually have great reason to repent their 
success. 

Thus far as regards my opinion of the importance and ntility 
of the post and tbe policy of its being still condnued. It ouly re- 
mains for me to observe, that as long as I believed that my per- 
sonally filling the office was important to its duties being suc- 
cessfully carried on, I was quite willing to do so at every sacrifice 
of private interest i but when the difficulties of the first eatab- 
liahment were thoroughly overcome, when long and uninterrupted 
success, gave strong proof that it was founded upon no tempo- 
rary or fictitious basis, and when its duties had been reduced 
almost to a matter of routine, I trust that my observing that 
they could then be carried on by any one of ordinary prudence, 
and fiimneas, was no proof of my uodeivalaing the importance 
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of the office ; oi Uut my wishing indindoalljr to b« temored to 
ft field of higher, and more eztenuTe pnblic ntihty , wu not over- 
rating my ovn qnahficationa, or patting forward a claim to em- 
ployment beyond what my seal and energy in diachargiug the 
tnuts heretofore confided to me, might renaouably entitle me to 
h<^ for. 

I hare the honour to remain, &c., 

(Signed) E. J. ETRE. 

Tha HoDonrable th« Caloiilal Secretarr, 
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No. VII. 



JList of the princxpal Copper Mines in Cornwall, and 
all other parts of the world, their produce during 
the year 1845, value of ore told, and average price- 



Bedford United . 


. 1187 


*80S7 


«6 15 




Bmer 


. 228 


1292 


. 5 3 




BoUIluk . 


. 1384 


10363 


. 7 9 




CrMg Br»WB 


546 


. 2902 


. 5 « 




Cimloni Van . 


. 27S1 


. 13873 


. 5 






. 5754 


. 34096 


. 5 18 




Coiuh 


. 3044 . 


. 17049 


. 5 10 




Cook'a Kiteheu 


502 . 


. 1522 


. 3 




Cnru Brea 


. 6674 . 


. 39432 


. 5 19 




Dolcoath 


. 3504 


. 16996 


. 4 17 




Eut Fool 


. 929 


. 5430 


. 5 16 




BantWhedCrofty 


. 6173 


. 36302 


. 5 17 




Fowey Conaok 


. 8976 . 


. 48933 


. 5 9 




<3«]olFhia 


. 852 . 


. 7715 


. 9 1 




Gramblu and St. Anbjn 


a . 1494 . 


. 8201 


. 5 9 




Hallinbiigle 


. 2879 . 


. 10478 


. 3 12 




Holmbnih 


. 1887 . 


. 14957 


. 7 18 




Lknivet Conaok 


. 1125 . 


. 6081 


. 5 8 




Levant 


. 1088 . 


. 7154 


6 11 




Nortb Do<rn< 


. 306 . 


. 1731 


5 13 




North Eoikear 


. 0430 . 


. 40935 


6 7 




PenatrathBl 


. 405 . 


. 3344 


. 8 5 




Far Consola 


. 5449 . 


. 29594 


. 5 8 




PerranSt.Oaprge 


. 1663 . 


. J322 


4 7 




Foldice 


. 2485 . 


. 10889 


4 7 
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ProTidcnce 


639 . 


. 3602 


5 12 




Sougi Vhn] Boaset 


3390 . 


. 19961 


5 17 




Soilb Ciadon 


4631 . 


. 27319 


6 17 




Soath Tovui 


2267 . 


. 9652 


4 5 




Soath Roalcear 


1164 . 


. 8738 


5 12 




Treleigh Coniola 


1637 . 


. 9269 


5 I 




TrcBavean 


6433 . 


. 23559 


3 13 




TretheUm 


2862 . 


. 11013 


3 16 


11 


TretoU 


658 . 


. 3499 


5 6 




TroviBkey 


767 . 


. 6435 


8 7 




TiDcroft 


5644 . 


. 30527 


5 8 




tnxKnr CouoU . 


2306 , 


. 20365 


3 16 




TreMTean Baiiier 


646 . 


. 4762 


7 7 




United HiUi 


3017 . 


. 12938 


4 5 




United Minei . 


14374 . 


. 74908 


5 4 




Weal CB»don . 


4457 . 


. 33273 


7 9 




Vheil Jewel 


1476 . 


. 7892 


6 6 


I[ 


■WheiaMm. . . . 


11238 . 


100971 


8 IS 




Weil Trethellm 


295 . 


. 1067 


3 12 




Whed Gorlud 


366 . 


. 1652 


4 10 




■Wheal EUen 


714 . 


. 4373 


6 2 




We.t Wleal Treaaory 


267 . 


. 1274 


4 15 




Vbeal Tre&with 


171 . 


. 1131 


6 12 




Wleal Bnllei . 


907 . 


. 3313 


4 4 






2442 . 


. 13783 


5 12 


10 


Wheal SiateiB . 


577 . 


. 2595 


4 9 




Wheal IVewayaa . 


833 . 


. 4355 


5 9 


11 


Wheal Preaper . 


5105 . 


. 24946 


4 17 




Wheal Brewer 


1316 . 


. 6266 


4 15 






649 . 


. 2397 


3 13 




Wheal Seton 


1590 . 


. 8636 


5 8 




Wheal Viigin . 


655 . 


. 2964 


4 10 


6 


Wheal Prudence 


513 . 


. 1477 


2 17 


3 


Weat Wheal Jewel 


1749 . 


. 7429 


4 4 


U 
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Ttai* 


.«_,. 


^Nnv(Prl«. 


Wbeal Uuiiit . 


. 689 


. . 2941 


.453 


Whtrf Clifford . 


. 348 


. . 2254 


.696 


yihai HddcD . 


. 384 


. . 1824 


. 4 15 


WholTjTjm. . 


. . 378 


. . 1462 


. 3 17 3 


Totol 


165,671 


^99,502 


= « 16 6 



Then are bendei 69 other nuoeiVhich 
prodnced during the jtu, in the 



Hfe^ 




. 20,4 


36 


5 9 


total ha Cornwall 






Hijdiig. 


£919,938 


6 




IrUh Mim. 






Mkm. 


iw. 






Awmetl'flf. 


BcnhiTIn 


6845 . . 


45766 





. 7. 16 6 


Kiocknaboil 


6948 . 


46021 





. 6 12 6 


Lmkunoie 


119 ■ 


1031 





. 8 13 6 


Codieeo . 


126 . . 


2275 





. 18 4 


BaUymuUgh 


. 2773 . . 


10261 





. 3 14 


Cronebaoe 


1448 . 


7106 





. 4 18 1 


TSgrrny . 


577 . 


2940 





. 5 1 11 




410 . 


2069 





.son 


5 othen, aggregate . . 


2006 12 





. 4 19 6 



Total for Ireland. £119,478 : irhich divided hj 18,650, the 
total nnmber of tona, giTU a g^eral »Tenge price of £6. 8s. 8d. 

Sumby Mvut, priMC^Uj/ Wthh. 

21 mines, prodnce 2831 tons =13615,300= at an average 
valae of jBS. 9s. 2d. per ton. 



itizecy Google 



ArPSNDIX. 





F«r«s,m,m. 












Tnt. 


Anuunt. 










Coir. . . 


22741 . 


^261453 






«11 9 




SMi^ . . 


7930 . 


115197 






14 10 




CkiH . . 


3786 . 


112347. 






29 13 




<Mt . . 


im . 


78072 






13 18 




8m Jou Cobre 


2931 . 


36786 






12 11 




Copiapo . . 


658 . 


12307 






18 14 




Vulp&raiia . . 


283 . 


4414 






15 11 


11 




372 . 


4076 








10 19 


3 


NewZeaknd , 


323 . 


4860 








10 10 


8 


Sontli Anstnliia 














MonUcutfl . 


277 . 


3754 








. 13 11 


2 


Kapnnda . 


243 . 


6017 








24 15 


3 


Suniby Foreign 


551 . 
41,686 


3300 


1 


6 






Took . 


£642,590 











H.B. The high prodnce of the Chiliui ore is Kcconnted for by 
the greateat part of it being t^hiB, or calcined ore. 



OBAHD TOTALS. 



Comuh Ul&et 
Irish SGnee 
WeUh . 



162,587 
18,650 
2,9S1 
45|68« 



^19,938 
119,476 
15,300 
642,590 



229,754 ^61,699,305 17 6 



The vhole of this Taet quanUty of copper ore ia smelted at 
Svaosea, snd only by eight hoasea, as will be aeen flmn the 
following atatement, compiled ftom the ticketing papera of 1845. 
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ViUUma, Foater and Co. 


53,132 


*130,879 13 7 


Vivian and Sona 


44,733 


318.235 2 3 


Ei^Uih Copper Company 


37,574 


256.640 10 8 


OrenfeU and Sons . 


30,730 


250,56!» 3 3 


Sina, WilljiDuud Co. . 


27,402 


221.S97 15 2 


FraemaaandCo. 


33,281 


141.616 14 1 


HinnBoyal . 


13,094 


75,536 10 10 


CrownCoppei 


808 
229.754 


4.230 7 6 




^1.699^5 17 6 



Of the prodoce in fine metal iiom the above, there were 
exported to India 4,849 tons, in the paat year 1845, which 
■howBalarg« decreaae on the year 1644, when 7,138 tons of 
£nB copper were exported to India. 
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No. VIIL 



ADELAIDE PRICES OF PROVISIONS. PRODUCE, 

MANUPACrUEES. &c 

Extracted Jnm an Adelaide Paper ef October, 1845. 



[Ereiy utide enumerated in this list is gioini, prodoced, or 
d in the Colon;.] 



OKAIM, nOXm, STC. 



WhMt, per boihd, 4t fid to 41 fld 

Flour, ftie, per SOOlbi, S9* 

Ditto, MMndt, ditto. Sit 

I>olU«l,perSOIb«,lld 

Bnn, per boihel, 7d to Bd 

Barln, EogUih, per baihel, Si to 

•^^.Cape, Eeto2.6d 
■ tPe"l| per lb, *d 

Oatmeal, per lb. Id, 6d 
BwleT-meal, par fiOItw, 3* ed 
BrHul, 31b loaf, Sd 
Halt, per biuhd, fie to 6a 6d 
BlMult, per lOOlba, IB* 



BucDlt, eaUn, ditto, SO*, all klhi 

dried 
Co1>bett'* ooni, perboibel, dmm t« 

the market 
Chicken, ditto, ditto 
Oati, peTbii*be1,3iBd 
HiIm, ditto, DOne in the naAet 
Hay. per ton, £l 

, oaten, ditto, £3 

Peai,per buihel.fii 
Straw, per load, at the itaek,9i M 
Ale, draught, per gallon, Si 
, bottled, per domi, Gi 



PODLTRT IKD DAlttT PEODUCE. 



Fowls, per eoople, 3i ed to S* 
Sneki, pereoDple, 8* 6d to ii 

, wild, ditto, li 9d 

Geeee. each, 0* to 6* 
Turkey*, eaeb, 4* to 7i 

, wild, each, 4a to 8* 

B^UK, Mcb, ed to 1* 
Pigeon*, per pair, li 3d 
Batter, freth, pr. lb,, Sd to lOd 



Batter, Mlt, per lb., 8d 
Cheese, per lb., 9d to lOd 
Hilk, per qaart, 3d U 4d 
Egg*, per dcoen, Sd 
BacoD, per lb., fid to Sd 
Han*, ditto, Bd 
SuckinK ^ga,6d per lb. 
Urd,6dto Sd 



BVTCHBSS' MEAT. 



Beef, per lb., 3d to 4d 
Mutton, ditto, St to 91*1 
Veal, ditto. 4d to fid 
Lamb, ditto 

PoA, freab, ditto, 31d to 4d 
Cwned beef, 3d to 4d per lb. 



Pork, aalted, per lb. 6d 
8auiagGa, per lb., fid 
Tdpa, ditto, Sd 
Calve*' head*, 2* to 3* 
, fieet, 1* Sd per let 
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Stlnwn, (ma), 3 br 1* 
Miillal,S0to40fDrI«. 
Suppen, per Ib^ 8d to Sd 
Raj or Skite, 
Ploondei*, per ptir, 6d 
WblllDgi, per doMn, Gd 
Lobttan, 8d to Ii 
Crayflgh, Mch, 8d to S» 
CnlM,eu;h, IdtoM 

The above ue the tuiul prices of fiah when in mmod ; bot 
there ia none in the market, except luttiiro herrings, Mnin^ cod, 
and bream, all of which are exceileiit. 



Uamj cod, per lb., 2d to 8d. 

do Mlt,3d 
ShrtTops, per pint, Sd 
FerriwinUfi, per qowt, 6d 
Bream, per doi., 8d 
Solea, unall, per pair, 1* fld 
Ojtter*, p«r doi., 9d to 1* 
Herrtnp, dried, per dot., M 



Almond* 

Apricot* 

Applet 

Banaua ft plantain 

Blackbcrrie* OoaTBt 






Cape OooMberrlei Lemon* w 
Cltroni oranges 

Cberrlet Loqoat* 

Cbeannt* Median 

The greater part of thi 
sbimclBnt in their season, 
of increase which seem to 
&snatst antidpatiaas of the 



HDlberrieewUU 
„ black 

Olliei 
Prar* 

Pomfgranatai 
Priokljpear* 
Raapberrle* 
BtrawbertiM 
WalnoU 
le Jinits have already become renr 
each succeeding year giTing proon 

baffle calcolation ; and far sorpaaa the 

most sangniDe culttratois. 



Hatelnnt* 
Filbert* 
ITeotarlpc* 
Fine apples 
Flame 
Paaeliee 
Quince* 
Roae apples 



VXOBCABLXB AND HXBBS. 

Ra« niTma Shallot* 

H;**op Hujoiam Garllo 

FsTMilp* Barory Cabbage 

Bags Carrot* Tomlp* 

Beet Potatoei, B*perewt.Oniona 

Lettuce Ve^abla marrow Sqnasll 

Bndlre Pampkin* Celery 

Sea kale Hone-iadUb Badlthe* 



0R0CXBU8. 



Bough fat, per lb., 3d 
OiBTe*. ditto, Id 
OI], eaator, pint*, 6* 
■— -, ipeim, par galloo, JS* 

, whale, ditto, 9* 6d 

. neat'* foot, 10s 

Starch, per lb., Sd 
Blue, ditto, 1* Sd 



Belt, colonial, per lb., from Id 
Blacking, paite. In tin*, per doa., Ba 

-, Itqnld, qnarU, 19*, pint*, 

■,half.pint«| 4* 

-— , packet*, per gross, 10s 
Pieklst, p#r qnart, UN 
Vinegar, per gallon, 3* 
SddB, per onnee, 3d U M 
Tobacco, green, 

\o, cored, per lb., 9d 

ee tomato, half-pint, 9d 
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UOBSBB, CATTU, SBEBP, STC. 



Bnlloeka, working, £4 to £f 
Cow*. mDeb, £3 to £6 I0> 
HdlctT ud itnn, £9 to £5 



Hone*, £7 to £45 
Harr*. £10 to £36 
Ponies, £T to £^ 
Pigs, 3i to SO* 
OMti, 1« ed to 8l Gd 



Sole leither, per lb., lOd to li Id 

Inner mIm, ditto, M 

Calf «kln, dreuad, per tb^ 3i to 

4i6d 
Kip, atootiperlb.iliBd loll IDd 
Kmiiftarooikitii,dreued, eaeb,S«Gd 
Walltbj skim, p«r duzen, IB* to 90i 
Hack kid tUn*, Sne, par doMn, 90i 
BaiUi, par dman, 12* to IBs 
Laather galtera, per pair, Ba to SOs 



Seal ikiDS, each, Is 9d to Is 6d 

, dressed, per lb.. Si 

Bar bide*, each, fia to ISi 
SheepalclDi, 3d to is, aMording to 



TIUBBB i.MD BUILDING MATEBTA.LS, 



Battens, par foot, Bs to 10* 

Lathi, 3 -foot ditto 

Sliinglei, lt>-lni^, per 1000, I9t to 

141 
, 3-lbot, per IDO, 4s to 

4sed 
PaUags, braad, perlOO, t«* to 1 8i 

,um>w,4llto,«atoe» 

Qaartorfng, 7s 8d to 8* 4d 
JoUu, br 9 pet 100, Os to 10* 
Split poila, 7 foot long, pa 100, 34i 

to«Oi 

rails, bat long, ditto, 34s 

Slabs, psr load, of 1000 feel, «6* 
Onm logs, per foot, eabic. ts Od 

, spokes, par 100, 14i T 

Qum felloea, per set, Os to lOs 



Brickt.per 1000, delliered, 95a to 

38s, Marec 
aUtes, Tooflug, per 1000, £4 10a 

, flagging, per foot, 4d 

aidge Ulca, 4d each 

Paxng tUee, per 100. 10* 

Lime, per buabel, Sd 

White rreestoiie,liperfiMt squared 

and deliTered in tovn 
Common boUding stone, per load, 

aiOdtofie 
Whiting, es per Gwt. 
Wlndov illli, Is per foot nn 



kVO AOBICDLTUKAL IMFLEUEKTS. 



BJdley'* reaping, threiblng and 
riresring machine, complete, £00 

Hatoblnson's reaping aud tfareihjiig 
machine!, £30 to £60 

Pertoble ditto, £40 to £100 

Winnowing machines, each, 

Harrows, each, £3 10 to £4 

Plou^r))*, ditto £4 

TumriiTOwt, per lb., 4d 

ecariHers, 3- tooth, each, £& 

Bulloi'k Miaina, each, 10* 

• , yoke* aud bow*, Gi 6d to 

10s Ud 



loEaOd 



Boilers, £3 I0sto£4 
Wheat ileTei.Bi to lOi 
MUk dtibel. tin, each 9* 6< 

palli, each, TBrloa* 

■ ehnma, ronnd,eacti,3Si toSOt 

ditto, sqnnre, each, 30s to 

£5 10) 
Butler raski, each, Ss to 9s Od 
HordlpH, per IDO. £6 
Bpring <:nrts, each, £18 to £S0 
Wheel Uirrows, each, S8s 
, miser's, each, 90s 
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APPENDIX. 



UISCELUHSOnS UANUFACTUBES. 



BwT CMki, per g»11on, 6d 
Backeti,ew:b, 3)6(1 

< ,well,«aeh, Ttto 9* 

p, per lb.. Si 
— , be«T;,I(Gd 



VbcelbwTDw wlieeli, per cwt, 3U 

to 3S*. or each, 6* to B« 
Track wheels, ditto, ditto 
Flag bukets, each, ed lo Si 
Heathbroom*, ditto, froin 4d to Ii 
Itod work for dr*yi, per lb., fid 
~— ifbrligbteana.perlb., lOd 



HISCXU.ANEOII8. 



Odin, per cwt, IB* to eO« 
Bark, per toD, 30* to 40* 
Nalli,perlb.,4dto7d 
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